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Inside this issue: 

 C. Alan Layman, Pastor 

Prepare the Way! 

 In and out of church, the month of December is all about getting 

ready for Christmas.  Each year in church, the month moves through themes 

of Hope, Peace, Joy and Love, symbolized by lighting candles on the Advent 

wreath.  As the month moves so come the Christmas carols, sparsely at first, 

increasing as we make our way closer to Christmas.  

 In worship, there’s an air of anticipation. There are extra elements on 

Sundays, and extra services late in the month.  And I hope and pray that eve-

rything happens the way I planned and prepared.  I want it all to be perfect. 

 Each year outside of church, we shop and wrap, and cook – and eat! 

There are parties to attend, houses to decorate, and trips to Williamsburg to 

marvel at the lights.  Each year we repeat the customs, remembering the tra-

ditions.  As families gather, we want everything to be perfect, to go as 

planned, to turn out just the way we prepared. 

 If there is one thing we learn this season, I think it might be that 

Christmas is The Least Perfect Day.  Joseph and Mary are the unlikeliest two 

people to bring the Prince of Peace into the world.  Their long, grueling jour-

ney to Bethlehem was anything but perfect.  Having a baby in a barn, com-

plete with wild animals and any number of strangers just dropping by to visit 

– not perfect. 

 Yet everything turned out okay.  Truth is, if it had been perfect, it 

would have made for an unremarkable story.  And the story of the birth of the 

Messiah is anything but! 

 Friends, this is our story.  Life isn’t perfect, and no amount of effort or 

money expended by us will make it so.  God creates us for imperfect times 

such as this, inviting us to prepare the way in our lives so that we can love 

others through this crazy life along the way that leads to Jesus. 

 As we prepare the way toward Christmas, may the first lesson of this 

season be to relax a bit, to lighten up. It’s all going to turn out okay. 

     Christmas blessings, 

     Alan 
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Order your poinsettia 

Articles written by Pastor Alan Layman have a cross next to the title. 

Parsonage Open House 

 You are invited to a 

Christmas Open House at the 

parsonage on Sunday, De-

cember 16, between 3 and 

5:30 pm.  There will be a se-

lection of finger foods and 

desserts.  Come visit, chat 

with friends.  In fact, Julie 

and Alan would love it if you 

brought your non-church friends along.  What a 

great opportunity for us to get to know one an-

other in a casual, non-threatening environment! 

Holiday events!   

Thursday, November 29  Decorate Sanctuary Christmas Tree, 7 pm 

Friday, November 30   Hanging of the Greens, 9 am  

Sunday, December 2   First Sunday in Advent 

Sunday, December 16  Open House at the Parsonage, 3 pm-5:30 pm 

Thursday, December 20  Christmas Pageant Dinner Theater, LeeMont 
      Hall, 6 pm 

Friday, December 21   Blue Christmas Worship Service, 7 pm 

Sunday, December 23  Christmas Pageant, 11 am Worship Service 

Monday, December 24  Christmas Eve Worship Services, 5 pm and 
       11 pm 

Tuesday, December 25  Christmas Day 

Sunday, December 30  Fifth Sunday - ONE WORSHIP SERVICE, 
      at 10 am, followed by covered dish  
      Brunch; No Evening Worship Service 

Tuesday, January 1   New Year’s Day 

 The Sanctuary 

will be decorated with 

live poinsettias starting 

Sunday, December 23.  If 

you would like to pur-

chase a poinsettia to be 

used in the church, please 

call Connie Taylor, 665-5058, or use the sign up 

sheets in the Education Building and Narthex.   

 Cost for the plants has not been determined 

as of press time but Connie advises that they should 

run no more than $9 or so.   Plants should remain 

in the Sanctuary until December 30 but may be re-

moved earlier if necessary. 
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Blue Christmas Service 

   There will be 

two worship services 

at Grace on Christmas 

Eve.  The first service 

will begin at 5 pm and 

is traditional and family focused.  Christmas carols, 

the story of Christmas and more will  make for a 

joyful  worship service.   

 The second service will be a quieter, more 

contemplative service as those who attend welcome 

Christmas.   

Christmas Eve Service 

 Not everyone finds the 

holidays to be an especially 

happy time.  That is particu-

larly true for those who have 

recently lost a loved one or 

those who have turmoil or 

strife in their lives.   

 The community is invited to the Blue 

Christmas Worship Service at 7 pm, on Friday, De-

cember 21.   This special worship service suggests 

that feelings of sadness during a the holiday season 

are perfectly normal for many people.  The service 

will offer a time of reflection and contemplation 

that many who have attended in the past have found 

to be comforting. 

Is your information up to date? 

 ‘Tis the season for holly and jolly….but December also ushers in 

the potential for bad weather.   

 During the past year, Grace contracted with One Call which lets 

us disseminate information faster and more accurately than the traditional 

phone tree we had used in the past.  If you have not been getting phone 

calls or emails about events happening at Grace, we may not have the cor-

rect contact information.   

 Do we have the current phone number (home or cell) or email address we need to reach you in the 

event we need to cancel a service or event?  If you have a question about it or are unsure, please call the 

Church Office to confirm your information. 

 December has five Sundays this year so the last Sunday, December 

30, Grace  will have ONE WORSHIP SERVICE, at 10 am, followed by 

Brunch in LeeMont Hall. 

SPECIAL NOTE:   End of month service and brunch    
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Prayers for our Pastor Can We talk? 

Editor’s note:  This article by Joe Iovino 

was recently sent to me.  It was posted on 

umc.org.  I found it to be both helpful and 

enlightening so I’m passing it on to you.   

For the next few months, each newsletter 

will include ways in which we can pray for 

Pastor Alan.  Below are the first two.   

 The life of a United Methodist pastor is filled 

with a variety of responsibilities. They preach, teach, 

visit, counsel, lead, consult, communicate, budget, 

clean, and so much more. 

 Pastoring a church is not a job that can be 

done well under the pastor’s power alone. Every pas-

tor relies heavily on God’s guidance, strength and 

peace as they live into their call. 

 One of the best ways we can support our pas-

tors and show them our appreciation is to regularly 

pray for them. However it can be difficult to know 

exactly what we should pray for.   To help get started, 

we’ve assembled areas of pastors’ lives and ministries 

where they would value your prayers. 

• Spiritual lives 

Our pastors’ spiritual lives are important to their 

finding the wisdom, strength and guidance neces-

sary to lead a church.  Pray for your pastors’ 

growth as a disciple of Jesus Christ, as the Holy 

Spirit works through them to serve your congre-

gation and community. 

• Time management 

With all of their responsibilities, United Method-

ist pastors need to become masters of their calen-

dars. John Wesley knew this back in the 1700s. 

He instructed the preachers, “Never trifle away 

time.”   Pray for your pastors to use time wisely, 

including blocking out occasions for Sabbath rest, 

prayer, work and family. 

 There is deep disagree-

ment about what The United 

Methodist Church should teach 

about homosexuality, same gen-

der marriage, and the ordination 

of LGBTQ persons.  In 2019, a 

Special Session of General Con-

ference will be held to consider 

these issues and how they will be addressed by the 

UMC in the future.  

 Living Faithfully: Human Sexuality and the 

United Methodist Church is designed to help us un-

derstand the shape of this debate and what it means 

for the present and the future.  This four-week 

study will help us understand and discuss various 

views about the ministry and teaching of The 

Church.   

 Our intent is to have honest, well-

informed, and grace-filled conversations with oth-

ers about these matters and the calls for change.  

We hope to discern, in prayer and conversation, 

how we can respond faithfully in love of God and 

neighbor.   

 Two groups are being offered in January: 

Tuesday mornings at 10 am, and Wednesday eve-

nings at 7 pm, beginning the week of January 6. 

Each group will meet four times for 90 minutes. 

 Reading the book is highly recommended; 

it is available in Kindle and paperback. Orders 

through Grace can be made until Monday, Decem-

ber 10 by calling the church office, 665-4783. 



 

Gifts for nursing home 

In the spirit of the season  
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Angel Tree 

 It’s that time of year again 

when the congregation has an op-

portunity to thank the Pastor and 

staff at Grace for all their hard work. Collections 

for Christmas gifts will be underway during De-

cember.  Please see Nancy Cheesman or Elsie 

Mackie  if you would like to make a gift.   

 If you have any questions or need further 

information, please call Lisa Lewis, 787-3352. 

Gifts for Staff 

 Grace has received 

the names of ten residents 

of the Shore Health and 

Rehabilitation Center to 

remember at Christmas 

with a small gift.  The resi-

dents are typically in need 

of socks, robes, warm 

clothing and other items.   

 Resident’s names are in a basket in the Re-

ception Area of the Education Building.  Gifts for 

residents should be wrapped and returned to 

the Church Office on or before December 17.   

Do something in December! 

 Grace has 

received names for 

our Angel Tree 

from Accomack 

Social Services.  

The names can be picked up from the tree in the 

Reception Area before Chapel services or the Nar-

thex before the 11 am Worship Services.  Please 

remember to record the Angel number you take on 

the list next to the tree.   

 The names are of individuals in the most 

need and are carefully recommended by case work-

ers.  People who take a name from the tree are not 

expected to purchase all the items on the list.  

Items listed are “Wish List.”  

 Angel Tree gifts should not be 

wrapped.  They should be returned to the 

Church Office on or before Sunday, December 9. 

• Help decorate Grace for Christmas 

• Collect canned goods for Food Bank during Ad-

vent  

• Donate a gift for the Angel Tree 

• Participate in the Christmas Pageant in some 

way 

• Sing in the Choir  

• Donate a gift for a Nursing Home resident 

• Attend the special worship services during the 

holidays 

• Attend the Open House at the Parsonage 

• Be a Greeter 

• Bake bread or cakes for visitor bags 



 

 Deepest sympathy is expressed to the family of Patricia Tapman Verbeck, 77, who passed away 

on October 23.  Born December 22, 1940 in Hallwood, she was the daughter of the late William B. Tap-

man and Lois Wessells Tapman.  She was a resident of Temperanceville.  Pat is survived by her husband  of 

57 years, Arnold William Verbeck.  

 For many years, Pat’s warm smile and pleasant welcome, greeted patrons of Masten’s and Butler’s 

Building Supply.  She was a lifelong member of Hallwood Baptist Church and the Women’s Missionary 

Union.  Pat coordinated church dinners and hosted family dinners, always preparing extra plates to deliv-

er to those in need.  In her younger years Pat was an avid softball player, and later, volunteered as a 

coach.  Her passion for the game continued as her daughter and granddaughter continued her legacy.  

 In addition to her husband, she is survived by a daughter, Tammy Hudson and husband David of 

Wallops Island; a brother, J.W. Tapman and wife Charlotte, of Snow Hill, MD; and a granddaughter, 

Grace member Rebecca Hudson, of Parksley. 

 Each month, we celebrate special days in the lives of our 

church family including birthdays, anniversaries and gradua-

tions.  If you have an event or achievement you would like to 

share, please let us know!    
 

           Birthdays 

Hannah Davis, Kinsley Hall, Tamara Williams, Donna Parks, 

Chris Robbins, Charles Etheridge III, Elsie Mackie, Glen Tyler, 

Alex Bengtson, Karen Taylor, Rob Lloyd, Mark Rew, Carl 

Young, Ann Bull , Jonah Parks, Shirley Johnson, Billy Ray Justis, Danielle Covatta, Amanda Marshall, 

Kathy Jones, Bonnie Putnam, Debbie Russell, Richard Lewis, Nell Eckard, Alex Joyner, Mary Gordon, 

Natasha Smoot, Curt Lewis, Andrew Carleton, Anne Webb, Kyle Hall, Ruth Anne Roache, Brennan Hall, 

Kaylin Taylor, Ann Miles, Betty Richardson, Bonnie Perdue, Dottie Heintzelman 
 

           Anniversaries 
 

           Rogers and Dorothy East     Greg and Karen Taylor 

December Milestones 

 Obituaries continued on next page 
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Obituaries continued from previous page 

 Deepest sympathy is expressed to the family of Audrey Grace Miller Davis, 86, who passed 

away October 24.   Born on January 6, 1932 in  Withams, she was the daughter of the late Thomas Miller 

and Louise Taylor Miller. She was a resident of New Church, and wife of the late Willie A. Davis, Jr. 

 Audrey was a homemaker and a member of the Old School Baptist Church in Snow Hill, MD. She 

was also a member of the Bay Country Rose Society. Her family was her most prized possession and her 

famous Davis' chicken salad recipe helped to raise tens of thousands of dollars for organizations on the 

Eastern Shore.  

 Audrey is survived by four children, Patricia Davis, Beth Sharpley and husband, John, Bill Davis 

and wife, Connie, and Tom Davis and wife, Cherron, all of New Church; a brother, Bobby Miller and 

wife, Betty Jean of Pocomoke City, MD; nine grandchildren, including Grace member Elizabeth Powell 

and husband, Ryan, and 14 great-grandchildren, including Madison and Ella Powell. 
 

------------------------------------------------- 
 

 Deepest sympathy is expressed to the family of  William E. Byrd, Jr., 71, who passed away at on 

October 26.  A native of Norfolk, he was born May 30, 1947 and was a son of the late Dr. William E. Byrd 

and Elsye Yates Byrd.  Bill was the husband of Grace Treasurer Margie Broache Byrd and a resident of 

‘Byrd’s Folly’ on Folly Creek, Accomac.    Bill attended Randolph-Macon College until he enlisted in the 

United States Air Force.  He served three tours in Vietnam, and two years in Thailand.  After returning 

from overseas, he started a 17 year career as a fire fighter with the City of Norfolk. He later graduated 

from UMES  and taught Middle School English in Accomack County for 12 years. 

 In addition to his wife, survivors include four children, William E. Byrd III of California, PA, Aus-

tin T. Byrd and wife Vera, of Norfolk, Bentley Y. Byrd of Virginia Beach, and Elizabeth A. Phillips of Rich-

mond; a grandson, Alexander Austin Byrd; a sister, Sarah Jane Byrd of Beaufort, SC; and several nieces 

and nephews.  In addition to his parents, Bill was predeceased by a brother, George Bentley Byrd.  
 

---------------------------------------------- 
 

 Deepest sympathy is expressed to the family of Mary Helen Gee, widow of the Reverend Gene 

Gee, and mother-in-law of the Reverend Charles Tillapaugh, passed away Friday, November 9, at her 

home.  Mary Helen was a member of Wright's Chapel UMC in Ladysmith where she was active with the 

crafters group and the children's ministry.   Mary Helen and Gene Gee lived in Parksley with their family  

from 1982 until 1987 while he served as pastor of Grace. 

 Survivors include her three children, Bryan Gee (Maureen), Amy Tillapaugh (Charles), Molly A. 

Gee and eight grandchildren.   

 A memorial service was held on Tuesday, November 13 at Wright's Chapel.  Memorial contribu-

tions may be made to Wright's Chapel UMC, PO BOX 193, Ladysmith, VA 22501. 
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Children’s Coloring Page 
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Unto us a child is born…. 



 

 Grace will hold a benefit 

dinner in LeeMont Hall for 

Grace member Angie Sturgis 

from 5:30 until 7 pm, on Fri-

day, January 11.  Angie was di-

agnosed with breast cancer ear-

lier in the year.  She has been undergoing chemo 

and radiation treatments at Shore Cancer Center.   

 The menu will include baked spaghetti, 

tossed salad, garlic bread and dessert. 

 For more information or to make a gift if 

you are unable to attend, please call the Church Of-

fice, 665-4783, or Elsie Mackie, 665-7380. 

 A big thank you goes out 

to everyone who helped with the 

benefit dinner for Tony Bruno on 

November 9.  LeeMont Hall was 

a bustling place where those at-

tended enjoyed delicious homemade chili, baked 

potatoes and an occasional hotdog.  Brownies and 

cookies rounded out the meal.   

 The evening raised over $1,400 to help with 

medical bills and other expenses incurred by Tony 

and his family. 

 Special thanks to those who helped including 

Martha Simpson, Connie Taylor, Shirley and Aaron 

Johnson, Jodie Greene, Dottie Smith, Karon Eichel-

berger, Gail Walker, Donna Nelson, Faye Foster, 

Terry Taylor, Julie and Alan Layman, Elsie Mackie, 

Stephanie and Chuck Taylor. 

Memorial gifts 

 The following gifts 

have been received by Grace 

as of November 18: 

In memory of Gloria Johnson 

Ben and Shirley Hutchinson     

Robin A. Rinaca    

Don & Bonnie Jamison   

Mr. and Mrs. Donald F. Mears  

Williams Funeral Homes   

Rebecca Chew   

Revell and Lisa Lewis   

Rob and Lou Bloxom   

Clark and Karen Layfield   

Martha Simpson   

Ruthanne Roache    

Ann Miles   

Dottie Smith   

Rob and Lou Bloxom 

Lynwood Lewis   

Garnett and Jane Kellam   

Frank and Darlene Johnson 

Theresa E. Lewis      

Myerson & Myerson CPA  

George and Betty Fulk 

Doug and Judith Zimmerman 
 

In Memory of   William E. Byrd, Jr. 

Rob and Lou Bloxom 

Mark your calendar 

Thanks for your help 
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Flood bucket supplies still needed 
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 Grace has donated funds for 50 Flood 

Buckets to United Methodist Committee on 

Relief to help with flooding in the Carolinas 

during the recent hurricanes.  We are still 

building up our supply of buckets and continue 

to need items to fill the 20 buckets we keep on 

hand at Grace.  Below are items we still need 

with sizes requested.  For some items there is a 

range of sizes..  There will also be sign up sheets at all three worship services during December.   

 Each bucket includes: 

1  32-64 oz bottle liquid laundry detergent  (we need 11 bottles) 

1  16-40 oz bottle liquid concentrate household cleaner, no sprays   (we need 13 bottles) 

1  16-34 oz bottle dish soap (we need 12) 

1  4-8 oz pump spray air freshener (3 solid or 3 gel fresheners are ok)  (we need 16) 

1 6-14 oz pump spray insect repellent (pack of wipes are okay) (we need 16) 

1   scrub brush (we need 15) 

18  reusable cleaning wipes (no terrycloth, microfiber or paper towels), (we need 16 sets) 

5  scouring pads sponges, no stainless steel with soap (we need enough for 14 buckets) 

36-50  clothespins (we need enough for 12 buckets) 

1  50’-100’ clothesline  (we have all we need of this item) 

24  heavy duty trash bags (33-45 gallon sizes)  (need enough for 16 buckets) 

5  N 95 particulate respirator dust masks ( we have all we need of this item) 

2 prs kitchen gloves, durable for multiple purposes (we need 6 pairs) 

1 pr work gloves, cotton with leather palm or all leather (we need 16 pairs) 

 If you would like to donate an item that is in excess of what we need, please feel free to do so.  We 

keep these flood buckets on hand, until they are needed, or until Annual Conference.  Once they are de-

livered, we start to rebuild our supply .   

 



 

 The Church Office will 

be closed on Monday, December 

24 and Tuesday, December 25, 

Christmas Day.  It will also be 

closed on Monday, December 

31, and Tuesday, January 1. 

 Beginning in January, the Church Of-

fice will no longer be open on Fridays.  

Should the need arise, such as a funeral or other oc-

casion when it is deemed necessary, the office may 

be open.   

 Please plan your schedules accordingly! 

 Kassie Taylor has 

been a fixture in the 

Grace Nursery for a 

couple of years.  She 

and Ellen Johnson 

watch over children and 

also teach  Children’s 

Church during the 11 am Worship Service.   

 Kassie has left Grace to pursue a degree 

from ECPI in Newport News.  We wish her well 

and look forward to seeing her when she returns 

for church services and activities.   

 Starting in December, MacKenzie Wallace 

will work in the Nursery and will also teach Chil-

dren’s Church.  MacKenzie is a senior at Nandua 

High School and is the granddaughter of Karon 

Eichelberger. 

Remember Food bank 

 The U.S. Department 

of Agriculture 

(USDA) defines food insecuri-

ty as a lack of consistent ac-

cess to enough food for an ac-

tive, healthy life.  It is im-

portant to know that hunger 

and food insecurity are closely 

related, but distinct, concepts. Hunger refers to 

a personal, physical sensation of discomfort, while 

food insecurity refers to a lack of available financial 

resources for food at the level of the household.  

 Foodbank of Southeastern Virginia and the 

Eastern Shore report food insecurity in Accomack 

County at 14%.  That number represents approxi-

mately 4,600 individuals who lack consistent access 

to food as defined above.   

 Foodbank is on track to provide more than 

750,000 meals to residents on the Shore in 2018.  

Each month, Grace collects canned food to give to 

Food Bank.  The food is delivered after the 4th Sun-

day of each month.  In October, Grace delivered 

117 pounds of canned goods.   

 In the spirit of the season, please consider 

putting aside a can of food each day during advent 

to give to the food bank.  Food Bank Sunday in De-

cember is the 23rd and donations should be deliv-

ered to Grace on or before that date.     

 Church office hours change  

Thank you Kassie! 
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Need a stocking stuffer? 

 The November 12 meeting 

of Church Council included deci-

sions to accomplish some capital 

projects which had been on a back 

burner for some time.   

 The Finance Committee brought several 

items for consideration.  In conjunction with the 

Trustees, it was recommended that the Church 

move ahead with a Fire Alarm System in the Sanc-

tuary and Education Buildings.  The system will in-

clude pull stations throughout and will provide tel-

ephone notification to 911 once a threshold of indi-

cators is reached.  Early notification is particularly 

important considering how much time parts of the 

buildings sit empty.  This is a notification system, 

not a sprinkler system.   

 Another item approved was a long overdue 

contract for maintenance of all of the heating and 

air conditioning systems at the church and parson-

age.  There are ten!  Thornton Services, Inc. will 

inspect and provide maintenance twice a year on all 

units, in the spring and fall. 

 Finally, Council approved the installation of 

gas fire logs in the fireplace of the parsonage.  The 

fire logs are unvented and can be operated with a 

remote control.  They will be fueled by liquid pro-

pane gas.  Installation of fire logs will give the par-

sonage a second source of heat should we experi-

ence loss of power during the winter. 

 Funding for these projects will be made 

from a savings account for just such expenses.  All 

projects will start as soon as possible. 

Cookbooks on Sale 

 Seasons of Grace 

Cookbook is on sale at 

the Church Office at the 

reduced price of $10.    

 The hardcover 

book is a great Christ-

mas gift for those on 

your list.  It is full of 

recipes from the friends 

and family of Grace.  It 

also includes a brief history of Grace and Parksley, a 

listing of all the pastors of Grace and a section of 

Tribute Pages which honors or memorializes peo-

ple in the lives of the Grace family. 

 Pick up your copy today! 

 Fill Christmas 

stockings with Merchant 

Discount Cards for 

2019!     The cards are 

$20 each and can be 

used through 2019.  

They are available for 

sale at the Church Of-

fice. There are a limited number of cards printed 

this year.  Some of the merchants are: 

Anointed Hands Bakery  Jaxons   

Rail N Sail Seafood     Corner Bakery   

Mallards at the Wharf  Steamers Restaurant  

Panzottis  Pizza & Waffles  Club Car Café  

Kendall’s Kountry Kitchen  Mister Whippy  

Funland Amusements  Island Creamery  

Water’s Edge Restaurant  

Church Council news 

Page 12 Notes  from Grace  December  20 1 8  



 

 As we come to the 

end of the year please keep 

the Grace Foundation in 

mind.  Donations to the 

Foundation are deposited 

in a separate account and invested.  Earnings on the 

investments are distributed to the church once a 

year.  Donations made to the Foundation are a 

source of revenue for the church year after year.  In 

2018, Grace received over $22,000 in earnings. 

 There are several ways of giving.  Please talk 

with your attorney, accountant or other tax profes-

sional to learn more about a foundation gift. 

 Grace Foundation members are Bill Chees-

man , Dana Penney, Revell Lewis, Carter Davis, and 

Margie Byrd. 

 Foundation gifts  

 Thank you, Grace 

Church, for the gift certifi-

cate to our favorite restau-

rant, The Island House. We 

look forward to a quiet, 

scenic dinner there soon.  

 Thanks, too, to 

those of you who expressed your gratitude during 

October.  Your words, cards and gift are deeply ap-

preciated and encouraging. 

    Julie & Alan  

 And what’s a pag-

eant without children?  

All children of the 

church, regardless of age, 

are invited to be a part of 

the celebration of 

Christ’s birth.  You kids 

are encouraged to invite 

your friends to partici-

pate, too.  

 This season we 

will construct a telling of 

the traditional story around those who want to par-

ticipate, what part they want, and how much they 

want to speak (or not).  This will be a no-stress pro-

duction!  Memorization of lines is not required.  

 In the spirit of the first Christmas, if the 

birth of Jesus does not go as planned, that’s okay, 

too, for God will still be in it. 

 Preparation – Sundays December 2, 9 and 

16 from 12 noon to 1:30; to include lunch, re-

hearsal and a fun activity. 

 Performances – Thursday December 20, 

Dinner Theatre in Lee Mont Hall at 6 pm; and Sun-

day December 23 during the 11 am worship ser-

vice. 

 If you or your children would like to partici-

pate, please call the church office, 665-4783! 

 Thanks to Becky Bell, who is coordinating.  

Pastor Alan & Julie 

Appreciate Your    

Appreciation! 

What’s Christmas without a pageant?! 
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 Another favorite thing is 

the Blue Christmas service.  I 

never realized how depressing the 

holidays can be until my Dad got 

sick…..then it was gut wrench-

ingly sad.  That service last year 

really helped us get through the 

holidays with a more positive atti-

tude and spirit. 

 Christmas brings with it 

all the baggage, traditions and 

hopefulness that can possibly be 

mustered into one day.  The amaz-

ing thing is that no matter how 

our Christmas season goes, the 

importance of what happened 

that day is never far away.   

 It’s not about the gifts, the 

greenery, the food….the drama.  

 This year is different.  De-

cember is upon us and as I write 

this, Thanksgiving is here.  There is 

much to be thankful for and as I 

look towards Christmas, I feel that 

even more.   

 This year I have slowed 

down.  The frantic pace of years 

ago is not in my DNA this year.  

It’s important to enjoy the season 

more, to appreciate things more.  

This year is different. 

 This newsletter is full of 

activities.  The one I anticipate the 

most is the Christmas Pageant!  I 

hope we’ll have lots of children 

who will want to participate.  It’s 

part of childhood!  It’s a “must 

do”!! 

 It’s about the birth of our 

Savior.  It is about how his life 

started - in a simple way, born to 

everyday folks; in a barn.  His life 

started as it was lived:  simply, 

quietly, teaching by example, for-

giving those who needed to be 

forgiven, loving all. 

 So as Christmas draws 

closer, and the days become more 

stressful, keep in your hearts and 

minds the real reason for the sea-

son of preparation we call Advent:  

hope, peace, joy, and love with 

Christ in the center of it all.   

 We wish you all a Merry 

Christmas and Happy New Year.   

From the Editor 

Page 14 December  20 1 8  Notes  from Grace  

News Briefs and Notes 

Lisa W. Lewis  

• NOTE CHANGE:  Church Council will 

meet at 7 pm, Monday, December 10, in 

the Upper Room. After the first of the year, 

Church Council meetings will be held at 7 pm 

on the second Monday of each month .   

• The deadline for the January issue of Notes from 

Grace is 9 am, Monday, December 17. 

• As of November 18, average attendance for 

worship  for the past 52 weeks is 97;  collec-

tions year to date are $169,356.32 and the 

amount which has been given to mission, nur-

ture and outreach this year is $43,855.08.   

•  The Pastor Parish Relations Committee will 

meet on Monday, December 3, and again  on 

Monday, December 17, at 7 pm, in the Upper 

Room.  These meetings will include incoming 

members (those who will serve during 2019) as 

well as members who will end their terms at the 

end of December.   

• Choir practice is Sunday mornings at 10:30 am. 

There will be special music at many services dur-

ing Advent.  Join the Choir for December!! 

• Watch the church bulletins and notices on Face-

book and the Pastor’s Mid-Week Message about 

caroling this year.  As of press time, there is no 

date set. 

• If you are interested in a subscription to The Advo-

cate, please let Don Foster, 665-6205, know as 

soon as possible.  Cost is $20 per year.   
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DECEMBER 2018 
S U N  M O N  T U E  W E D  T H U  F R I  S A T  

    

   

   

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

1 

 

2   

  9 am Chapel Service 

11 am Worship  

Noon-1:30 pm Christ-
mas Pageant Rehearsal  

  6 pm Evening Wor-
ship 

3 

7 pm PPR Com-
mittee Meeting 

4   

 

5 

8 am Morning Prayer  

 

6 

 

7 

 

8 

 

9   

  9 am Chapel Service 

11 am Worship Service 

Noon-1:30 pm Christ-
mas Pageant Rehearsal  

6 pm Evening Worship 

Angel Tree Gifts 
Due at Grace 

10   

7 pm Church 
Council Meeting 

11 

 

12 

8 am Morning Prayer  

 

13 

 

14  

 

 

 

15 

 

16   

  9 am Chapel Service 

11 am Worship  

 Noon-1:30 pm Christ-
mas Pageant Rehearsal  

3-5:30 Parsonage 
Open House 

6 pm Evening Worship 

17 

9 am Newsletter 
Deadline  

7 pm PPR Com-
mittee Meeting  

Nursing Home 
Gifts due at 
Grace 

18 

 

19 

8 am Morning Prayer  

 

20 

6 pm Christmas 
Pageant Dinner 
Theater, Lee-
Mont Hall 

21 
7 pm Blue Christ-
mas Worship Ser-
vice 

22 

 

23   Food Bank Sun-
day 

  9 am Chapel Service 

11 am Worship  
(Christmas Pageant) 

  6 pm Evening Wor-
ship 
 

30  Fifth Sunday  

NO Chapel Service 

10 am Worship fol-
lowed by Brunch 

NO Evening Wor-
ship 

24 Christmas 
Eve 
5 pm Worship 

11 pm Worship 

 
 
 

 
31  New Year’s 
Eve 

 25  Christmas 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

1   New Year’s 
Day 
 
 
 

 

26   

8 am Morning Prayer  

 

27 

 

28 

 

29 

 

Church Office Closed 

Church Office Closed 
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Church email:    gracees@verizon.net 

Non-Profit Org 

US Postage 
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Church Office Hours     Monday - Thursday    9 am - 3 pm 
      Friday    9 am - Noon 

Pastor’s Office Hours     
 Monday    9am - 3pm 
       Tuesday    9 am - 11 am 
 Wednesday   9 am to 10 am at Grace then 10 am to noon
       at the Club Car Café (stop by for a visit!)  
 Thursday No Office Hours - Sermon Writing Day 
 

Staff     Administrative Assistant  Dottie Smith   
 Organist    Kenny Lang 
 Custodian    Robin Ford  
 Nursery Attendants   Ellen Johnson  
    MacKenzie Wallace 
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