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Inside this issue: 

 C. Alan Layman, Pastor 

 One year ago, I was preparing to go to Israel.  I was excited about my 

first trip to the Holy Land, to walk where Jesus walked, to see Bethlehem and 

tour Jerusalem - where Jesus was born, where he died, and where he rose 

again. 

 What surprised and intrigued me the most, however, was the Galilee. 

This is the region in the north of Israel surrounding the Sea of Galilee (or Lake 

Gennesaret) where so much of Jesus’ ministry took place.  This was home to 

many of his disciples, where fishing communities lay along the shore; where 

the hills that rise from the lake are the natural setting for parables about vine-

yards and sheep. 

 It was on one of these hills that Jesus taught the lessons in what we now 

call the Sermon on the Mount.  Many faith traditions consider these teachings 

to be among the greatest moral lessons ever taught.  Comprising the 5th, 6th 

and 7th chapters of Matthew’s Gospel, there are lessons on humility, anger, 

loving enemies, worry and self-deception.  The Beatitudes, the Golden Rule 

and the Lord’s Prayer are all found here. 

 Throughout February and March we will be telling the stories and les-

sons of Jesus from the Mount.  They are timeless, simple and yet profound. 

Followed, they could very well change our lives. 

 I encourage you to read these teachings: first in their entirety and then 

again one lesson at a time.  Most Bibles today have headings that delineate each 

teaching.  Some Sundays throughout this series we will have open conversa-

tion, where observations, questions and answers can be raised.  Some weeks, 

we might even try putting Jesus’ instruction into practice! 

 As winter gives way to spring, Epiphany to Lent, I am excited for this 

new opportunity for us to worship, study and learn together. 

       Grace, 

       Alan  
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 Pastor Alan 

welcomes personal 

conversation with 

you.  He is available 

to answer questions 

you might have about 

scripture or some-

thing he said in a sermon, for counseling or most 

anything you want to discuss.  Here are some sug-

gestions for contacting him. 

 Wednesday, March 6   Ash Wednesday, beginning of Lent 

 Sunday, March 10  Daylight Savings Time begins 

 Sunday, March 17  St. Patrick’s Day 

 Sunday, April 14  Palm Sunday 

 Thursday, April 18  Maundy Thursday 

 Friday, April 19  Good Friday 

 Sunday, April 21  Easter 

 Sunday, April 28  “The Reminders” Concert at Grace 

 Pastor Alan is generally in the office on Mon-

day, Tuesday and Wednesday mornings, but excep-

tions do occur, so it is always best to call before 

coming by.  He is available at other times, too, by 

appointment. Remember that Friday is his day off.  

 To reach him, you can call the church office 

at 665-4783, or his cell 434-981-2727. Texting to 

his cell is a good option too. His email is alanlay-

man@vaumc.org. 

  

  Contacting the Pastor   

about event cancellations 

Mark your calendars 

 Snow, bitter winds and other winter weather have forced recent cancellations 

of services and events at Grace .  Please make sure we have up to date contact  infor-

mation for you so that in the event of a schedule change due to inclement weather we 

can reach you.  Cancellations will be announced on WESR, Facebook, via 

email and by One Call.  

 One Call lets us disseminate information faster and more accurately than the traditional phone 

tree we had used in the past.  If you have a question about it or are unsure, please call the Church Office 

to confirm your information. 

Articles written by Pastor Alan Layman have a cross next to the title. 



 

 Super 

Bowl Sunday is Febru-

ary 3 and Grace is get-

ting in on the action. 

Serving soup and 

sandwiches for lunch, 

we will gather our 

older children (4th 

through 8th grade, more or less) and our elders /

wisdom people (you know who you are) to play 

board games.  

 We hope this will be a regular first-Sunday 

activity.  Immediately following the 11 am worship 

service in LeeMont Hall. 

Thrift Shop Schedule 
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 October 5 - half of the profit will be used 

towards Trunk or Treat activities on Halloween. 

 December 7 - Half of the profits will bene-

fit an “Adopt a Family” through Social Services 

 Each Thrift Shop will include appropriate 

and seasonal items.   Donations can be dropped off 

at Grace any time during office hours.  Volunteers are 

needed for each Thrift Shop.   We prepare for each sale dur-

ing specified hours of the week before the sale.   Working 

during the week and on the day of each event is a 

fun way to spend time in fellowship.  Invite a friend 

to help! 

 Please tell your friends and neighbors about 

Thrift Shops at Grace.  These low key, easy to par-

ticipate in events will help raise money for a lot of 

organizations!  We need your help to make them 

successful!  

Souper Games Sunday 

   Grace will have a 

Thrift Shop from 8 am 

until noon, on Saturday, 

February 2, in LeeMont 

Hall.  Items for sale will 

include cold weather 

clothing, shoes, gloves, 

hats and coats.  There will also be household items, 

decorative items, electronics and linens. 

 Additional Thrift Shops are scheduled for 

the dates listed below.  Half of the profits from each 

event will be used to help finance a once a month 

Community Meal in LeeMont Hall (except for the 

summer months, see article on page 4) and half of the 

profits will be used for the charity listed.   Thrift 

Shop dates and charities are: 

 February 2 -  half of the profit will be used 

to provide scholarships for children in need of 

fees/equipment who would like to play baseball for 

the Central Accomack Little League.   

 April 6 - half of the profit will be given to 

Metompkin Elementary School to help with field 

trips fees and meals for students in need. 

 June 1 - in lieu of the annual Yard Sale, a 

smaller Thrift Shop will see half of the profit used 

for Evenings in the Park which is held during the 

summer. 

 August 3 - Thrift Shop will focus on 

Back to School clothes and supplies.  Chil-

dren’s clothing, shoes, book bags, etc.,  are 

needed for this sale!  We will accept dona-

tions NOW!  Half of the profits will be used to-

wards additional Back to School needs. 



 

   Ministry Teams to Meet  

Children’s-Youth Ministry       

 We have many visions for the youth at Grace Church.  Some are designed for 
them to get to know one another a little better; some are designed for them to be more 
integrated to the Grace community as a whole.   
Games and Goodies  is a multi-generational (ages 8 and up) board and card games af-

ternoon. Lunch is provided. Meeting February 3 after worship, and then monthly on the 2nd Sunday.  You 

can help! Donate drinks, snacks; Volunteer to make lunch; Donate (or just bring) board and card games; 

Join us!  Grab a kid and play a game. 

Youth Gatherings are activities and just plain “hanging out” in Christian fashion.  We will begin with the 
4th to 8th grade crowd (“Middle Schoolers”). You can help! Donate one of the following items: Foosball Ta-
ble, Air Hockey Table, Ping Pong Table, Bumper Pool Table, or other such games; Donate drinks, snacks; 
Volunteer to help supervise our gatherings; Prepare and present an activity or craft; Volunteer to provide 
transportation for outings; Consider having us visit your home for an outing; H.S. Students: volunteer to 
work with our younger group. 

 The Lunch Bunch will 

meet for lunch at Market Street 

Grill at noon, on Wednesday, 

February 20.  If you want to get 

together for an hour or so of 

fellowship, invite a friend and 

join the fun.  Please let Martha 

Simpson know if you are able to attend so she can 

make the reservations for the group.  Her number 

is 665-5840. 
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Lunch Bunch 

Community Dinners to Begin 

 The Ministry Teams of 

Grace will meet on Wednesday, 

February 13, from 6:30 – 8 pm, 

in LeeMont Hall. Our Mission, 

Outreach, Nurture and Worship 

teams will gather in LeeMont 

Hall to plan events, programs and activities for 

2019.  The meeting is open to any interested party, 

so come share your thoughts and ideas. 

 Community Dinners will be held once a month, on the second 

Wednesday, in LeeMont Hall at Grace, beginning Wednesday, February 

13.  The meals will begin at 5 pm and run until 6:30 pm  Dinners will 

be held on the following Wednesdays:  February 13, March 13, April 10, May 8, September 11, October 

9, November 13, December 11.    There will be no dinners in June, July and August. 

 Menu for the February meal will be chili, baked potato, tossed salad, dessert and beverage.  There 

is no charge for the meal but donations to help defray the costs are appreciated.  Half of the profits of each 

Thrift Shop will be used towards meal costs.  Reservations are not necessary; the community is invited! 



 

Children’s Coloring Page 
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                  Birthdays 

Matthew Tyler, Rodney Taylor, Carroll Young, Susan Langritt, David Baron, Greg 

Taylor, Sr., Garnett Kellam, Douglas Belote, Caroline Jamey, Erich Heintzelman, 

Madison Johnson, Eric Hart, Betty Wallace, Pam Komaridis, Bonnie Jamison, Ned 

Drummond, Rob Bloxom, Lucy Walton, Madison Powell, Donna Nelson, Sandra 

Fitchett, Tim Parks, Ann Williams, Hunter Parks, Gary Reese, Bill Galloway, Stephanie Taylor, Paula     

Belote, Marie Marshall, Nancy Eskridge, Lee Ridens 
 

Anniversaries 

Andrew and Stephanie Carlton     Alton and Janet Williams     Adair and Jennifer Tyler 

February Milestones 

 Deepest sympathy is expressed to the fami-

ly of Rose Watkins Kiefer Mott, who passed 

away at her home in Parksley on January 14, at the 

age of 103.  Born October 18, 1915 in Mount 

Airy, Maryland, she was a daughter of the late Asa 

Hull Watkins and Jessie Fay Brandenburg Watkins. 

Following the Great Depression, Rose participated 

in President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s Works Pro-

gress Administration (WPA), working as a sewing 

room trainer and area manager.  Rose was a devot-

ed member of Grace and was active in the choir.  

Rose is survived by her daughter, Patricia Dale 

“Patti” Kiefer of Fort Washington, Pennsylvania; 

two daughters-in-law, Agnes Gaylor of England, 

and Karen Crim and her husband Glenn II, of Fox 

Grove. In addition to her parents, she was prede-

ceased by her husband, William James Kiefer; son, 

William James “Billy” Kiefer, Jr.; brother, Elsworth 

Watkins; sister, Jessie Fay Grigsby; and grand-

daughter, Diana.  
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Memorial gifts 

 The following me-

morial gifts have been re-

ceived by Grace as of Janu-

ary 24.   

In Memory of Rose Mott 

Kenneth and Jodie Greene N. S. Melvin 

Rosalie M Peterson  Lin and Larry Fair 

Bill and Claire Hoff  G. Wayne Parsley 

Wayne and Dale Parks Dick Johnson 

Revell and Lisa Lewis Tim and Sharon Parks 

Bill and Nancy Cheesman Karon Eichelberger 

 

In Memory of Bonnie Perdue 

Revell and Lisa Lewis 

 

In Memory of Gloria Johnson   

Kenneth and Jodie Greene 

 Lin and Larry Fair 

 

In Memory of  Bill Byrd 

Lin and Larry Fair 



 

Welcome new members!    

 Grace received two new members during January.  Please take a moment 

to welcome these folks into worship and fellowship!  If you are interested in be-

coming a member of Grace, please contact Pastor Alan.  We welcome you! 

 Joyce Green is a life-long Parksley resident, and graduate of Parksley 

High School.  She grew up in St. Thomas UMC.  Joyce has one son, Allen Barfield.  Although Joyce had 

visited Grace in the past, it was the invitations and warm welcome she received that drew her back. 

 Joyce has regularly attended Grace for over a year now, officially joining the membership on Janu-

ary 20, and has already signed on to help make lunch for the inaugural children-elder board game lunch.  

 Becky Bell officially joined Grace on January 27, but has been an active and contributing part of 

the Grace community for over a year.  From New York, Becky and her husband Joe now call Parksley 

home.  She is a math teacher at Nandua High School.  Becky was instrumental in last summer's Evenings 

in the Park and the children's Christmas pageant.   

Prayers for our Pastor 

 Editor’s note:  Part 

three of an article by Joe 

Iovino originally posted on 

umc.org.     Previous parts 

were in the December and 

January newsletters.    

 Every pastor relies heavily on God’s guid-

ance, strength and peace as they live into their call.  

Listed below are areas of pastors’ lives and minis-

tries where they would value your prayers. 

• Leadership    Pastors shepherd their congrega-

tions, lead individuals to Christ and guide the 

church as a witness to the work of God in our 

communities. Pray for your pastor’s ability to 

lead your congregation. 

• Decision-making  Being a leader includes making 

difficult decisions. Sometimes that means mak-

ing a call when the “right answer” is elusive. Other 

times it is about making an unpopular choice. Pray 

for God to guide your pastor’s decisions. 

• Ministry with the poor      Pastors are called upon to 

help those who do not have enough food, rent 

money, or the ability to pay a utility bill. They also 

lead their congregations to do the same. Pray that 

your pastor has the wisdom and resources neces-

sary to help those in need, and that he or she 

might represent Jesus well to those who feel for-

gotten. 

• Communication      We’ve all sent a note, email or 

text that is misunderstood by the recipient. Minis-

ters reach out to so many people, miscommunica-

tion is nearly impossible to avoid.  Ask God to 

make your pastor’s communication clear and for  

grace when he or she is misunderstood. 
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                 Love for Orphans and Widows by David A Rash 

 February is the love month. Valentine’s Day 

reminds us that we form attachments that are im-

portant to us and we find ways to express it. To be 

sure, Hallmark is grateful.  But can there be more? 

 In churches we receive what we call ‘love 

offerings’, more often referred to 

as ‘freewill offerings’. Such gifts 

are usually given in gratitude for 

some gift of service or sharing a 

talent.  A group sings, a mission-

ary shares stories of what is hap-

pening where they serve, a family 

is in need, and we give them a 

‘love offering’.  Our gratitude 

spills over into generosity. 

 But how about those who could use a ‘love 

offering’ and never receive it?  Maybe they have 

not provided a service as such nor have a talent to 

share. Or put it another way: what if you extended 

your reach to someone special in your church or 

community this month in an unexpected way?  In 

James 1:27 we read, “Religion that is pure and un-

defiled before God, the Father, is this: to care for 

orphans and widows in their distress…”  

 Who in your church or circle of acquaint-

ances would fit that description?  We rarely have 

people called ‘orphans’ now.  Widows/widowers 

abound, often missing out on expressions of love 

such as a simple valentine. 

 What if your reach of generosity found a 

way to identify persons without the usual support 

of father/mother/spouse and give them a love of-

fering?  They are orphans of a sort.  Who might 

that include?  Well, obviously widow/ers need the 

physical and emotional touch from others. Even just 

a card will be received with surprise and delight. 

But who else?  

 S-t-r-e-t-c-h a little more and you will find 

others. How about a military family where one 

spouse is deployed?  They are one-

half an orphan, at least for the mo-

ment. What might care look like 

for them? A meal? A gift card? How 

about a family with one spouse in 

prison? A homebound friend or 

nursing home patient?  How about 

a couple who can’t afford childcare 

and a night out?  A dinner and 

childcare could do wonders for them.  I am sure 

you can find others, just s-t-r-e-t-c-h your generosi-

ty.  

 Generosity (a fruit of the Holy Spirit) com-

pels us to move out from the usual to the extrava-

gantly unusual and say, “Here’s love in the name of 

Jesus.” 

Rev. David A. Rashinfo@StewardshipMattersVa.org  

© Stewardship Matters of Virginia LLC     

www.StewardshipMattersVa.org   

 

Stewardship: It’s Not What You Think. It’s 

What You Believe…and Do! 
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New Church office 

hours  

The Church Office is no long-

er open on Fridays. We contin-

ue to be available to the com-

munity, Monday-Thursday, 9am-3pm. 



 

nock River District. He will replace the 

Reverend Dr. Ted Smith who has served 

since 2011.  Reverend Bates was for-

merly a pastor in the LeeMont Charge, 

alternating as pastor between Metropoli-

tan UMC and Adams UMC.  

 The Rev. Denise P. Bates, cur-

rently serving as pastor at Cave Spring 

UMC on the Roanoke District, will be 

appointed to serve as the new DS for 

both the Danville and Farmville districts. On the 

Danville District she will replace the Reverend Dr. 

Janine Howard and on the Farmville District she 

will replace the Reverend Bob Parks. Both have 

served their districts since 2011.  Bishop Lewis will 

also appoint an assistant to the DS for each of these 

two districts. Those part-time positions will be an-

nounced at a later date. 

----------------------------------- 

 Three Lay Servant Ministries Courses are 

being offered in February!  The courses will be 

taught at Trinity UMC, 109 Plum Street, Cape 

Charles, VA  23310 on Friday, February, 8, 2019, 

6:30 pm -8:30 pm and Saturday, February 

9, 2019 8:30 am – 3:30 pm 

 Courses are free but participants are asked 

to purchase a workbook as indicated under each 

course at the webpage 

(easternshoredistrictumc.org).  Bring your lunch 

on Saturday!  

•  Basic Course (for beginners) -with CLM 

 Barbara Justis 

•  Leading Worship -with Rev. Rob Kelly 

 The Council of Bishops has called 

a Special Session of the General Confer-

ence of  The United Methodist Church to 

be held February 23-26, 2019 in St. Lou-

is, Missouri.  The purpose will be to act 

on a report from the Council of Bishops 

based on the recommendations of 

the Commission on a Way Forward.  

 The 32-member Commission was 

appointed to examine paragraphs in The 

Book of Discipline concerning human sexuality and 

explore options to strengthen the unity of the 

church. 

 Information on General Conference, the 

various plans for the future of the denomination, 

resources for understanding and connections for 

following the Conference are all available at: 

https://www.vaumc.org/GC2019 

----------------------------- 

 Virginia Annual Conference Bishop Sharma 

D. Lewis is pleased to announce three new District 

Superintendent (DS) appointments effective July 1, 

2019. 

 The Reverend Dr. Sarah L.K. Calvert, cur-

rently serving as the Bi-District (Alexandria and 

Arlington districts) coordinator of Church Revitali-

zation and Leadership Development, will be the 

new DS of the Arlington District. She will replace 

the Reverend Cathy Abbott who has served since 

2013. 

 The Reverend Charles F. Bates, currently 

serving as pastor at Fishersville UMC on the Staun-

ton District, will be the new DS of the Rappahan-
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General Conference; VA Annual Conference;  District News 



 

she attended a church picnic, we 

would always get a short note 

from her in which she went on 

about how much she enjoyed it. 

They were classic Rose, cheerful 

and appreciative.   I think she en-

joyed most things and most peo-

ple.  We will miss her. 

 As we move deeper into 

winter, we have some new events 

and activities beginning at Grace.  

The Games & Goodies will offer a 

meal and fun for all ages. The 

Children/Youth Ministry will of-

fer young people a chance to 

meet for fellowship.   We also will 

begin once a month Community 

Dinners.   Everyone is encour-

aged to invite members of the 

 We took a cruise in early 

January.  It was wonderful to get 

away and have sunny, warm days 

following the rain and frostiness of 

December.  Returning to Christ-

mas decorations still in place was 

the down side but they are slowly 

being put away. 

 We are at the end of the 

first month of a new year.  I didn’t 

make any resolutions this year.  

Couldn’t think of anything special 

to “resolve” to do…my list is too 

long!   

 It was with tremendous 

sadness to lose Rose Mott.  She 

was, without doubt, the sunniest 

person I have every met.  She was 

both gracious and kind.  Whenever 

community to attend  all of these 

activities.  Volunteers are encour-

aged to help!  Lots of helping 

hands means less work for every-

one!  Plus, it’s fun to get to know 

folks through working together 

on a project. 

 Speaking of projects, our 

flood buckets still need items.  A 

list is available in the Church Of-

fice.   

 Finally, Happy Valentines 

Day to all.  Valentine’s Day is a 

day to celebrate LOVE.  Our 

world needs more of that, for 

sure.  Be a part of spreading it 

around a little….it will make 

others feel good and it will come 

back to you. 

From the Editor 
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News Briefs and Notes 

Lisa W. Lewis  

• Church Council will meet at 7 pm, Monday, 

February 11, in the Upper Room.  

• The deadline for the March issue of Notes from 

Grace is 9 am, Wednesday, February 20. 

• The Board of Trustees will meet at 7 pm, on 

Wednesday, February 20, in the Upper Room. 

• As of January 24, average attendance for wor-

ship  for the past 52 weeks is 98;  collections 

year to date are $9346.69 and the amount 

which has been given to mission, nurture and 

outreach this year is $2,436.30.   

• Choir practice is Sunday mornings at 10:30. 

• Food Bank Sunday is February 24.  Please bring 

your canned goods and non perishables on or 

before that day.   

• Please use the sign up sheets in the Narthex and 

Reception area of the Education Building for 

greeters, readers and sanctuary flowers.  Greeters 

for February are: 9 am, Julie Layman; 11 am Ter-

ry Taylor.  Readers for February are:  9 am Julie 

Layman; 11 am Elsie Mackie  

• DO SOMETHING in February...you are wanted! 

           +Attend Worship and/or Morning Prayer 

 +Volunteer to help with Thrift Shop 

 +Volunteer to help with Community Dinner 

 +Volunteer to participate/help with Games & 

 Goodies and Children/Youth Ministry 

 +Bring canned goods for Food Bank Sunday 

 +Volunteer to help fold newsletters 

 + Volunteer to drive someone to the doctor 

 + Adopt a homebound member 

 + Tell someone not in church “I missed you”. 
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FEBRUARY 2019 
 S U N  M O N  T U E  W E D  T H U  F R I  S A T  

    

   

   

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

1 

Church Office 
Closed 

2  Groundhog 
Day 
8 am - noon 
Thrift Shop  

3   

  9 am Chapel Service 

10:30 am Choir Prac-
tice 

11 am Worship  

Noon Souper Games 
Sunday  

  6 pm Evening Wor-

4 

 

5   

 

6 

8 am Morning Pray-
er 

 

7 

 

8 

Church Office 
Closed 

 

9 

 

10   

  9 am Chapel Service 

10:30 am Choir Prac-
tice 

11 am Worship Ser-
vice 

6 pm Evening Wor-
ship 

 

11   

7 pm Church 
Council Meeting 

12 

Abraham Lin-
coln’s Birthday  

13 

8 am Morning Pray-
er 

5 - 6:30 pm Com-
munity Dinner 

6:30 pm Ministry 
Teams meet 

14 

Valentine’s Day  

15  

Church Office 
Closed 

 

 

16 

 

17   

  9 am Chapel Service 

10:30 am Choir Prac-
tice 

11 am Worship  

Noon Children/
Youth Fellowship  

  6 pm Evening Wor-
ship 

18 

President’s Day  

19 

 

20 

8 am Morning Pray-
er 

9 am Newsletter 
Deadline  

Noon  Lunch Bunch 
at Market Street 

7 pm Trustees 
Meeting 

21 

 

22 
Church Office 
Closed 

George Washing-
ton’s Birthday  

23 

 

24   Food Bank 
Sunday  

  9 am Chapel Service 

10:30 am Choir Prac-
tice 

11 am Worship   

  6 pm Evening Wor-
ship 
 

 

 

25  
 
 
 

 
 

 26   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

27   

8 am Morning Pray-
er 

 

28 

 

 

 

 

 

10am - 2 pm Prepare LeeMont Hall for Thrift Shop 
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