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The “S” Word 

 

 This is the season of cooler temperatures, colorful leaves, oyster roasts, 

and everything pumpkin!  It’s the season to pause and give thanks for “all 

things, for this is God’s desire for us” (1 Thes 5:18).  We have much to be 

thankful for, including how fortunate we are to have been spared a hurricane 

this season, and the survival of Shore Rehabilitation Center.  

 This is also the season when around the church we begin whispering The 

“S” Word.  Stewardship. 

 Church leaders don’t like saying The “S” Word any more than church 

members like hearing it.  I recall the first time I heard The “S” Word: “What 

does the church do with all that money?” someone asked.  Our discomfort with 

this conversation is strange, given that Jesus talked about money A LOT.  His 

ideas about having and spending and giving were pretty radical (think “Sell all 

you have and give your money to the poor, then come follow me.” (Mat 

19:21)).  

 Come to think of it, that might be why The “S” Word is such a dirty 

word in the church: it makes us so uncomfortable. 

 But stewardship is a verb, an action we perform.  It is taking care of the 

resources God has entrusted to our care.  Things like the environment, our 

bodies, our families, and the church.  In our baptismal reaffirmation we prom-

ise to support the church “with our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service 

and our witness.”   We could say the same about any of those other valuable 

things God has us care for.  And money is just one aspect of how we do that. 

 So this November we are not going to talk about Stewardship.  Nope. 

You won’t hear me mention it.  Rather, we are going to look at how each of us 

measures our lives.  What are the things that are valuable, measured not just by 

what we say is important, but by what we do.  

 We will ask these three questions as a way for each of us to assess our 

lives: 

 What and how do I love? See Pastor’s Letter, next page 



 

          Who and how do I serve? 

    What and how do I give? 

 Our conversation will start on Sunday, November 5.   That’s All Saints Sunday, the day we remem-

ber and give thanks for the saints of our church – their lives and how they loved us, and served Christ and 

the community, and how they gave to God for us.   That will be a humbling place to begin.  We will con-

clude four weeks later, the Sunday after Thanksgiving, at a place of gratitude. 

 As we enter the season of thanksgiving, may we be mindful of all that God has given us, and our 

responsibility to use it wisely and graciously for building up God’s kingdom here on earth. 

 Amen  
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Preaching under the Pavilion! 

Sunday, December 3   First Sunday of Advent 

Thursday, December 21  Blue Christmas Service 

Sunday, December 24  5 pm and 11 pm, Christmas Eve Services 

Monday, December 25  Christmas Day 

Sunday, December 31  New Year’s Eve 

Monday, January 1, 2018  New Year’s Day 

 Truck or Treat 

will take place from 5 

pm until 7 pm, in the 

Parksley business dis-

trict parking lot, on 

Tuesday, October 31.   

 Grace will offer hot dogs and 

drinks for children and adults.  If you 

would like to join in, please meet at 

Grace at 4 pm to help gather items to 

take to the Pavilion in Town Square. 

  Call Elsie Mackie at 665-7380 

if you have questions.   

Halloween! 

Articles written by Pastor Alan Layman have a cross next to the title. 

Mark Your Calendar with These Important Dates 

Pastor’s Letter, from First Page 

 Church is moving up-town on Monday, 

November 6, at 6:30 pm, for our annual Charge 

Conference.  This year we will be at the Parksley 

Pavilion.  Our very little business will be quick-

ly disposed of, then we will turn to community 

worship, with District Superintendent Alex Joyner preaching.  

 There will be warm beverages, like hot chocolate or ci-

der.  Grace is collaborating in this year’s Conference with Adams

-Bloxom Mission, Calvary, and Woodberry churches.  

 An offering will be gathered and given to support the 

Community Thanksgiving Dinner.  Bring a chair, sip some cider, 

and worship in the community.  In case of inclement weather, Charge 

Conference will be held at Adams UMC. 



 

 Give thanks to 

the Lord for God is 

good, God’s steadfast 

love endures forever! 

 The annual Community Thanksgiving Ser-

vice will be held on Wednesday, November 22 at 

Parksley Baptist Church, beginning at 7 pm.  Pas-

tor Alan will preach and the two church’s com-

bined choirs will sing.   The tradition of Grace and 

Parksley Baptist sharing services and ministers on 

Thanksgiving Eve is decades old.  The services al-

ternate between the churches each year with the 

pastor of the visiting church preaching at the host 

church.   

 We have much to be grateful for, and this is 

a great opportunity to invite friends and neighbors 

to share in a community–focused time of giving 

thanks. Parksley Baptist Church is located at 24359 

Adelaide St. 

Page 3 Notes  from Grace  November  20 1 7  

Community dinner 

 You are invited to 

travel from Nazareth to 

Bethlehem this Advent as we 

prepare for the birth of Je-

sus.  Our journey will move 

us to the world-changing 

event of Christ’s arrival as told through the experi-

ences of Mary and Joseph.   

 Pastor Alan will be our guide.  Join us each 

Sunday morning, December 1 through 24, from 10–

10:45, in the Upper Room of the Education Wing at 

Grace.  

 We will use Adam Hamilton’s book, The Jour-

ney – Walking the Road to Bethlehem. The book is not 

required.  If you would like one, please sign up or 

call the church office no later than November 19.  

Paperback editions are $10 and large prints are 

available for $14. 

 A traditional Thanksgiv-

ing dinner will be served to the 

community, from 1-3 pm, on 

Thanksgiving Day by Grace and 

other local churches at the 

Parksley Firehouse.  The idea 

came to fruition on Thanksgiving Day in 2012, mak-

ing this the 6th meal served.   

 Food is furnished by donations of churches 

and business and prepared by members of Grace 

under the guidance of Amy Davis.  The event pro-

vides a hot meal for those who otherwise might not 

have one on Thanksgiving.  Call the church office, 

665-4783 for more information. 

Attention MEN!   

 Fellowship among 

men in the church is an im-

portant part of spiritual 

health. In an effort to meet 

the needs of more active and differently focused 

men in the congregation, the United Methodist 

Men's group is ending.  It is hoped that a more di-

vergent, purposeful group will be formed in its 

place for service and  fellowship through mission 

projects and activities.   

 As a new group takes shape, input from the 

men in the congregation is wanted.  What would 

you like from a men’s group at Grace?  What pur-

pose would you like to see a men’s group 

serve? Please touch base with Pastor Alan or Don 

Foster with your thoughts.  

Journey to Bethlehem                       

Advent Study 

Thanksgiving eve Service 



 

Dining with Friends 
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  On Tuesday,  Novem-

ber 14,  the Grace Lunch 

Bunch will go to Snow Hill for 

lunch and shopping.  This new 

activity normally takes place 

on the third Tuesday of each 

month but because of Thanksgiving, it will be on 

the second Tuesday in November.   

 In October, nine ladies travelled to Berlin 

for lunch at the Globe restaurant.  If you’re inter-

ested in having a great time with lots of conversa-

tion, fellowship and a little time to poke around 

some shops, let Martha Simpson know so she’ll 

have an idea of how many will be going.  The restau-

rant in Snow Hill has not been confirmed as of 

press time.   

 Please meet at Grace at 11 am to car pool.   

You can also call Martha if you’d like to meet at the 

restaurant, 665-5840.   

 Supper Club has a 

new name:  Dining with 

Friends.    On Saturday, No-

vember 18,  Alan and Julie 

Layman will host the gath-

ering at their house, 18485 

Wilson Avenue.   The main course will be meat 

loaf.  Those attending are asked to bring a side dish 

or dessert.  Dinner will start at 5:30 pm. 

 Stewart and Charlie Kambarn hosted the 

meal in October.  Thirteen gathered to enjoy fel-

lowship and delicious smoked pork which Charlie 

had cooked all day.  Side dishes of baked tomatoes, 

baked apples, Cole slaw, corn bread, broccoli casse-

role and baked pumpkin accompanied the pork.  

Following were desserts including cake, sweet pota-

to pie, apple pie and blueberry dumplings.   

 Dining with Friends welcomes all adults of Grace!  

It is a casual evening where the host provides the 

main course each month and everyone brings a cov-

ered dish to share with others.   

 If you would like to host Dining with 

Friends, please call Martha Simpson at 665-5840.  

Dear Grace church family, 

 Thank you so much for your kindness in remem-

bering Pastor Appreciation Sunday on October 8.  It 

meant a great deal to myself and Julie that you thought 

of us, and appreciate us.  We are grateful for you, too.   

 We give thanks to God for the gift and oppor-

tunity to live among you and serve with you. 

   In His Name, 

   Alan 

 Grace Lunch Bunch  

Friday Night Movie Classics 

 Come to LeeMont Hall at 7  pm, on Friday, 

November 17, for Friday Night Movie Classics.  

Scheduled to be shown is the Acade-

my award winning film, Miracle on 

34th Street.   

 The perennial Christmas story 

takes place between Thanksgiving 

Day and Christmas Day in New York 

City.  It stars Maureen O’Hara, John 

Payne, Natalie Wood and Edmund Gwenn. 

 Join us for an evening of fellowship and fun 

as we watch this classic movie on the big screen! 
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 The wedding of  Allison Michelle Penney 

and Brandon Custis Miller took place on September 

30, at the St. James Resort on the island of Antiqua.   

 Allison is the 

daughter of Don and 

Dana Penney and the 

granddaughter of    

Dottie Smith.  She 

works for LJT & Associ-

ates as a Project Sup-

port Specialist. 

 Brandon is the 

son of Randy Miller and 

Dawn Taylor.   He is a 

Foreman with Rock Creek Line Construction.    

 The couple lives at Johnson’s Landing. 

  

Island Wedding 

 Each month, we celebrate special days in the lives of our church family in-

cluding birthdays, anniversaries and graduations.  If you have an event or achieve-

ment you would like to share, please let us know!   If we overlook a special occa-

sion for you or someone you know, please call the church office so we may an-

nounce it in the next issue of the newsletter. 
 

                                     Birthdays 
 

Mildred Brown, Evelyn Ray, Jonathan Young, Brett Ridens, Charles Chase II, Anny Kellam, Martin Bull, 

Gary Heintzelman, Nancy Young, Paige Carlton, Alex Lewis, Donald Langely, Crystel Kellenberger,     

Jennifer Lewis, Brittany Taylor, Fannie Eskridge, John Zadoc Lewis, Anna Covatta, Linda Anderson,       

Lana McKinzie, Beth Phillips, Lyn Lewis, Jen Bengtson, Noah Ashe, Eddie Tull 

 

Anniversaries 

Eric & April Hart       Allen & Tommye Sue Thornton       Tim & Sharon Parks        

November Milestones 

 Deepest sympathy is expressed to the family 

of James Grover Eichelberger, 76, who passed 

away on October 10.  Jimmy was Mayor of Parksley 

and the husband of Karon Ann McKnight Eichel-

berger.  Born July 15, 1941 in Newport News, he 

was the son of the late John Alvin Eichelberger and 

Olive Inez Blanchard Eichelberger.  Jimmy retired 

from Perdue Farms, Inc., and was a member of 

Central Lodge #300, A.F. & A.M., 32nd Degree 

Mason, Scottish Rite Bodies; Eastern Shore Shrine 

Club of Boumi Shriners; American Legion Post 

#100, Parksley, VA; and the Eastern Shore Railway 

Museum.  In addition to his wife he is survived by 

two daughters, eight grandchildren and five great-

grandchildren. 



 

 Menus for November Wednesday Night Suppers*  
 

Wednesday, November 1 Oven Baked Cod, Rice Pilaf, Succotash, Rolls, Coconut Cake 

Wednesday, November 8 Oven Fried Chicken, Macaroni & Cheese, Green Beans, Rolls, Apple Cobbler 

Wednesday, November 15 Pot Roast, Potatoes & Carrots, Green Beans, Rolls, Pudding with Cookies 

Wednesday, November 22 NO Supper, Thanksgiving Eve 

Wednesday, November 29 Roasted Pork Loin, Candied Yams, Mashed Cauliflower, Turnip Greens, Corn 

    Bread, Pumpkin Pie 
 

Supper is served from 5:30 pm until 6:30 pm.  

Suppers are $8 for adults, $4 for children ages 6-12, under age 6 are free.  Families who live under 

the same roof can enjoy the meal for a maximum charge of $25.   

*While not anticipated, menus may change due to unforeseen circumstances 

          Will you help?  By Bill Cheesman 
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 Are you a 

good servant?  May-

be a better question 

is – are you a faithful servant using what God has 

given you?  God gives us everything – love, time, 

family, relationships and our talents.  Essentially, 

anything that God has given can then be used either 

to fulfill the will of God or to fulfill our own whims 

and desires.  We each have been given different tal-

ents and how we use them is how we serve God.   

 The Leadership Committee has done a great 

job asking members to become servants for Grace.  

They have developed Teams:   

 Mission Team (focusing on community 

and world activities)  

 Nurturing Team (focusing on spiritual de-

velopment of our congregation)  

 Outreach Team (focusing on the local 

Parksley community)   

 Worship Team (working with the Pastor to 

develop inspiring spiritual programs).  

 God has given us the ability to love.  Jesus 

said, love your neighbor as yourself.     Have you 

shown that love for a neighbor?     

 Many helped Grace send disaster buckets to 

the hurricane victims.  As members of Grace 

UMC we should also use our talents to serve oth-

ers.  The Missions and Outreach Teams will focus 

on these areas. 

 Jesus said, love God with all your heart, soul 

and mind.  Pastor Alan is continually making efforts 

to improve ways to preach the message of the 

Lord.  The Nurturing and Worship Teams will help 

him to develop new ideas and ways to inspire our 

congregation to feel the love of God.  

 These Teams will be asking for your help.  

For Grace to show the love of God and to be good 

Stewards of what God has given us, we must be 

willing to help others.  This can only be done with 

your help. 



 

 

Hanging of the Greens 

 Plan to stay for a while after the Wednesday 

Night Supper on November 

29!  Volunteers will decorate 

Grace for Christmas that 

night and lots of hands are 

needed to get everything in 

place. 

 Christmas trees will 

be put up in the Sanctuary and Education Building 

reception area, doors on the Sunday School class-

rooms will be decorated and both the Chapel and 

Sanctuary will be decorated with greenery.   Join 

us! 

 Seasons of Grace cookbook makes a great 

Christmas gift!  Put it on your list for hard-to-buy 

for folks!  Hundreds of recipes - only $15! 

 Discount Cards for local 

merchants, sponsored by Grace 

UMC, are now available.  The cards 

sell for $20 and offer discounts 

(starting immediately through De-

cember 31, 2018) at the following businesses:   

Capt E’s Hurricane Grill, Club Car, Jaxon’s, Inc., 

Jaxon’s Hardware. Corner Bakery, Kendall’s Koun-

try Kitchen, Rail ‘N Sail Seafood, Steamers Restau-

rant, The Blarney Stone, The Fair Grounds, Island 

Creamery, Famous Pizza, Panzotti’s Pizza and Waf-

fles, Mallards at the Wharf, Fun and Amusements 

 Terry Taylor organized this fundraising pro-

ject and solicited the merchants for the cards.   

 The sale of cards will benefit the Coalition 

Against Domestic Violence, a local charity which 

helps victims of domestic violence and abuse.  Call 

the church office, 665-4783, to get information 

about purchasing yours! 

 On Sunday, October 

15, Grace had a special col-

lection for the United 

Methodist Committee on 

Relief (UMCOR), our de-

nomination’s organization which helps with disas-

ter relief following floods, hurricanes and other 

natural disasters.  Combined with monies previ-

ously given, Grace will mail a check to UMCOR 

for $3,341.45.  100% of the money collected will 

go directly to victim relief.     

 In September, Grace put together 52 clean-

ing buckets which were sent via UMCOR to vic-

tims of hurricanes and floods in Texas, Florida and 

Puerto Rico.   

 Please keep UMCOR and the victims it 

serves in your prayers during this time of succes-

sive natural disasters.   

 Children's Church 

meets on Sundays with 

Kassie Taylor and Ellen 

Johnson teaching the chil-

dren Bible stories and 

Christian values through use of age-appropriate les-

sons and activities.  The group meets weekly follow-

ing the children's time with Pastor Alan in the 11 

am worship service.  

Children’s Church 
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Generous response! 

Discount Cards are here! 



 

Children’s Coloring Page 
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Fall Market wrap-Up 

November greeters 

 Do you have a passion for worship? Are you 

looking for an opportunity to contribute?  I am 

seeking women, men and teenagers willing to serve 

as a "reader - leader" on Sun-

day mornings.   You will get 

to read scripture, lead the 

Call to Worship or some oth-

er part at the service of your 

choice.  

 All readings will be provided in ad-

vance.  Call, email, text or catch me in the hallway 

if this appeals to you.  Your voice is valued and I 

want it to be heard.  

Worship Service readers 

 Each Sunday we 

welcome members and 

guests to services at Grace.  

Please sign up in the Nar-

thex or in the Education 

Building Reception area to 

serve as a “Greeter”.  

 November Greeters are: 

   9 am Worship - Ann Bull 

 11 am Worship -  Martha Simpson 

 The 2017 Fall Market 

has come and gone and it was a 

big success!  As of press time, 

we have taken in over 

$7,677.02 and cleared over 

$6,000.  That’s a record!   

 The day was hot and muggy but that didn’t 

stop the excitement of the volunteers as guests 

came into LeeMont Hall to buy box loads of casse-

roles, chicken salad, soups, flower arrangements 

and wreathes, cookbooks, discount cards and yard 

sale items!  Outside were games for the children, an 

inflatable with slide, face painting and a Parksley fire 

truck.  The children had a big time! 

 Many thanks go to everyone who participat-

ed through hands on activities, donations and par-

ticipation on the day of Market.  Participants were: 

Jodie Greene 

Connie Taylor 

Angie Benton 

Dixie Childers 

Faye Foster 

Martha Simpson 

Terry Taylor 

Alan Layman 

Finn Bull   

Robbie Setterman 

Chris Carey 

Shirley Johnson 

Charlie Kambarn 

Brian Greene, Jr. 

Lisa Lewis 

Bobby Parks 

Betty McConnell 

Stewart Kambarn 

Tommye Sue Thornton 

Aaron Johnson 

Don Foster 

Julie Layman 
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Jennifer Lewis  

Theresa Lattimore 

Allen Thornton 

Revell Lewis 

Rob Bloxom 

Ann Bull 

Lou Bloxom 

Jim Eckard 

Mack Mackie 

Elsie Mackie 

Rita Whittaker 

Ann Bonniwell 

June Johnson 

Dottie Smith 

Dana Penney 

Billy Ray Justis 

Anne Godwin 

Pam Komaridis 

Evelyn Ray 

Ann Miles 

Garnett Kellam  



 

ers every day.  His willingness to 

be rejected and accept that he 

won’t reach every person he tries 

to is awe-inspiring.  We’ll have 

more on his mission work in an-

other issue of the newsletter. 

 This month is also the 

month of our annual Charge Con-

ference.  The Leadership Com-

mittee has worked diligently to 

reassess how to structure the 

committees at Grace in order to 

make them more effective.  

Forming teams seems like a great 

idea.  The new officers, teams and 

our annual budget will be includ-

ed in the January issue of Notes 

from Grace.   

 As November progresses, 

we’ll watch as the leaves continue 

 November!  How can that 

possibly be?   The holidays will be 

here in no time! 

 This newsletter is full of 

activities:  Grace Lunch Bunch, 

Dining with Friends, Friday Night 

Movie Classics - plus all the events 

around Thanksgiving!  It’s a busy 

time. 

 October wound down with 

Laity Sunday and a terrific sermon 

by Jeremy Holman, Director of 

Young Life Ministries on the 

Shore.  His talk about interacting 

with teens in Northampton Coun-

ty, and wanting to take his work  

into schools in Accomack County 

was both enlightening and a 

demonstration of living your faith.  

This young man lives to serve oth-

to fall and the days get increasingly 

cooler.  Our family will arrive dur-

ing Thanksgiving week.  The gang 

from Florida looks forward to cool 

temps - it gives them a chance to 

wear their winter clothes!   

 We are especially thankful 

this year that my Dad has come 

through cancer treatment and is 

getting back on his feet.  It’s a slow 

process but with my Mom’s help 

and the support of the amazing 

team at the Riverside Shore Cancer 

Center, he’ll make out fine.   

 We hope you have a nice 

Thanksgiving.  We should all be 

sure to count our blessings and be 

thankful to God for the gifts he has 

given to each of us. 

 Happy Thanksgiving! 

From the Editor 
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News Briefs and Notes 

Lisa W. Lewis  

• Church Council will meet at 7 pm, Monday, No-

vember 13, in the Upper Room.  

• As of October 24, average attendance for wor-

ship  for the year is 95;  collections year to date 

are $198,842.14 and the amount which has 

been given to mission, nurture and outreach is 

$36,012.64.   

• The deadline for the December issue of Notes 

from Grace is 9 am, Monday, November 20. 

• Correction:  In the October issue of Notes from 

Grace, Becky Chew’s name was listed incorrectly 

in the column of new members.  Please note 

that her correct name is Becky Midgett Chew. 

• The Trustees will meet at 6:30 pm, Wednesday, 

November 8, in the Upper Room. 

• The Church Office will be closed November 23 

and 24, in celebration of  Thanksgiving.   

 Daylight Sav-

ings Time ends on 

Sunday, November 5.  

 Turn your 

clocks BACK an hour 

on Saturday night! 
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NOVEMBER 2017 
 M O N  T U E  W E D  T H U  F R I  S A T  

 

 

 October 31  

5-7 pm Trunk or 
Treat 

1 

8 am Morning 
Prayer  

5:30 pm Church 
Supper  

 2 

 

3 

 

4 

 

5  

  All Saints Day 

  9 am Chapel Service 

11 am Worship   

  6 pm Evening Wor-
ship 

  

  

6  

6:30 pm Charge 
Conference 

 

7 

 

8 

8 am Morning 
Prayer 

5:30 pm Church 
Supper  

6:30 Trustees  

 
 

 

9 

 

10 

Veteran’s Day 
Observed 

11 

 

12 

  9 am Chapel Service 

11 am Worship    

  6 pm Evening Wor-
ship 

 

 

13 

7 pm Church 
Council Meeting 

 

 

14 

11 am Meet at 
Grace for Lunch 
Bunch trip to 
Snow Hill 

15 

8 am Morning 
Prayer 

5:30 pm Church 
Supper 

16   

 

17   

7 pm Friday 
Night Movie 
Classics 

18 

5:30 pm Dining 
with Friends 

19  

  9 am Chapel Service 

11 am Worship  

  6 pm Evening Wor-
ship 

 

 

20 

9 am Newsletter 
Deadline  

21 

 

22 

8 am Morning 
Prayer  

No Church Supper 

7 pm Thanksgiving 
Eve Service at 
Parksley Baptist  

 

23 

Thanksgiving 

1-3 pm Commu-
nity Thanksgiving 
Dinner 

Church Office 
Closed 

24 
Church Office 

Closed 

25 

 

26 
  9 am Chapel Service 

11 am Worship  

  6 pm Evening Wor-
ship 

 

 

 

 

27 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 28 29 

5:30 pm Church 
Supper 

6:30 pm Hanging 
of the Greens 

30   
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 Thursday No Office Hours - Sermon Writing Day 
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