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Inside this issue: 

 C. Alan Layman, Pastor 

 As we enter the month of June, we have reason to celebrate. For the 
first time in three years, Grace will not experience a pastoral change. That’s 
good news.  A change in pastor is hard on a church, no matter the circumstanc-
es. When a pastor leaves, it creates a void. When a new one arrives, it creates 
anxiety. We never know what a new pastor will bring to our table, right? So, 
let’s celebrate our “summer of stability”. 
 Yet, this is the Summer of Windswept – the summer of God’s bold work 
in the Holy Spirit. 
 For the first time, Grace is the host site for YouthWorks on the Eastern 
Shore. This is a significant investment on our part. There’s also some risk. And 
the presence of teenagers - lots of them - in our facility five days (and nights) a 
week will be disruptive. Grace Church leadership, including the Trustees and 
Church Council, are supportive of our role in ministering to and with these 
young people from all over the country. This is a great opportunity for us to 
partner with them in service to the Shore.  
 Another “first” is coming in July as we trade in our usual and customary 
Bible School to offer the community “Evenings in the Park” (see article on page 
3). For four Tuesday evenings in July, Grace is going to get out of the building 
and into the community, using the wonderful resource just outside our doors – 
Parksley Town Park. We want to connect with people where they are, around 
town, at the park. This is an opportunity to connect with the community, and 
for the community to connect with Grace. I am counting on your participation. 
 I believe God is calling us to try something new and fresh. The statistics 
are sobering: within 5 miles of Grace there are some 2,000 children under the 
age of 18 and 2,000 adults between ages 18 and 35. Very few of these young 
families are connected to the church. Any church. Of all people of all ages liv-
ing within this area, only 18% consider faith to be very important. 18%! We 
can lament and complain, or see abundant opportunity. I see the latter. 
 In the book of Acts there is story after story after story of the disciples 
doing miraculous and amazing work by the power of the Holy Spirit. The Holy 
Spirit swept through Jerusalem, carrying the apostles - and the Good News - 
across the Mediterranean. They were courageous and bold, and thousands came 
to know Christ. Who knows! The wind-like movement of the Holy Spirit might 
become our new norm.  Now THAT would make for an exciting summer! 

Grace,  
Alan 



 

Join in the conversation on Sunday morning’s as we 

explore the book of Acts. The conversation paral-

lel’s the Windswept series, going deeper and engag-

ing questions. Sunday’s @ 10, in the Upper Room. 
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 At the May 

Church Council meeting 

it was decided to give 

Occohannock on the Bay 

a gift from Grace in the 

amount of $1,000. The 

funds will be designated to be used towards the 

building of a commercial kitchen.  

Grace to give gift 

Articles written by Pastor Alan Layman 

have a cross next to the title. 

Grace in Ministry 

Save That Fabric!  

100th Birthday 

 The Mission Team plans 

to sponsor a Parksley Park clean 

up on Saturday, June 23.  They 

hope other area churches will join 

with us.  Save that date, as every-

one is invited to help!  Mission also set the fourth 

Sunday of every month as “Food Bank Day”.  Each 

month we will gather and bless the gifts of food 

Grace donates to the Food Bank of the Eastern 

Shore. 

   The Outreach Team is gearing up 

for the July “Four Evenings in the Park” event (see 

article on next page). They brainstormed ideas for fea-

tures and games for the July weekly event in the 

park. They also plan to encourage our contribution 

of school supplies with the Mission team and the 

Cub Scout pack. 

 Do you have some fab-

ric around the house? Some 

old pieces of linen that in the 

hands of a quilter could be-

come beautiful art?  

 The Eastern Shore 

Quilting Guild are creating quilts for the Light 

House Ministries shelter in Keller. The Guild is 

seeking donations of fabric to make seven twin size 

quilts for use at the homeless shelter. 

 They also will be creating small children’s 

size quilts to be carried by the Accomack Sheriff’s 

Department for use in emergencies. They have pre-

viously supplied Northampton County with quilts. 

 To make a donation in support of this minis-

try, contact Marie Marshall or Martha Simpson, at 

789-3704 and 665-5840, respectively. 

 Norman Mason celebrat-

ed his 100th birthday on Thurs-

day, May 17.  The congregation 

sends belated birthday wishes!   

 Grace has three members who have achieved 

their 100th birthday:  Rose Mott, Ruth Ann Roache 

and now Norman Mason. 

Sunday’s @ 10! 
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 Worship by the 

water at the Grace 

Church Picnic on Sunday, 

June 10.  We will start 

worship at 11 am at the 

home of Revell and Lisa Lewis.  Worship will be 

followed by a picnic of delicious foods, hamburgers 

and hotdogs.  Please don’t forget your offering on 

that day! 

 There will be no 9 am Chapel Service 

on June 10.   

Church Picnic update 

 If possible, please bring your lawn chairs and 

a dish (salad, side dish or dessert) to share.   

 The picnic is a casual event and everyone 

should dress accordingly.  The area of worship and 

the meal is shaded and there is typically a slight 

breeze. 

 NOTE:  Due to the health issues of Lisa’s 

father, the picnic may change.  If the picnic is post-

poned, the congregation will be notified in the 

church bulletins, if possible, and via Facebook and 

by One Call. 

connecting us with the community? 

 This summer, we are going to try something 

different.  Tentatively, on four Tuesday 

evenings in July – the 10th, 17th, 

24th, and 31st – from 6:30-8:00 pm, 

we will gather in the field at Parksley 

Park.  We will provide the community 

a segment of games, followed by a 

hotdog dinner, after which Pastor Alan 

or designee will tell a Bible story.  We 

will have some music and singing and each night, a 

special feature.  Children and their parents or care-

takers will participate together. 

 We are excited about the possibilities; our 

initial conversations have been frank about poten-

tial challenges.  Your ideas and suggestions for mak-

ing this a meaningful experience for the communi-

ty are desired.  Plus, we need your participation 

and assistance, and encourage you to share your 

time and talents. 

Fun for the Family – Four Evenings in the Park!  

 A recent planning session for our summer 

Vacation Bible School (VBS) became an opportunity 

to experience God’s movement at Grace church. 

After sharing our story of  VBS past, we 

began to wonder how we might be more 

fruitful.  What might God be calling us to 

offer the Parksley community?  

 What if, we wondered, instead of 

young kids being dropped off to come 

into the building on four or five consecu-

tive nights for curriculum-based classroom instruc-

tion and activity… what if… we offered an oppor-

tunity for us to gather with families one evening a 

week for four weeks, outdoors in nature at the 

park, for games, a hotdog, a real-live Bible story-

time, and a special feature each week, drawing on 

the resources of several churches and community 

groups; keeping it simple and straightforward so as 

to not wear out volunteers; connecting people with 

the church, and the church with people – that is 
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Breakfast was appreciated 

 Each month, we celebrate special days in the lives of our church 

family including birthdays, anniversaries and graduations.  If you have an 

event or achievement you would like to share, please let us know!   If we 

overlook a special occasion for you or someone you know, please call the 

church office so we may announce it in the next issue of the newsletter. 
 

                         Birthdays 
 

Terry Taylor, Carter Davis, Lin Fair, Don Foster, June Johnson, Margaret Miles, Janice Hart, Warren Phil-

lips, Jack Justis, Carly Williams, Cade Williams, Mary Ann Justis, Dixie Childers, Trae Revelle, Finn Bull, 

Tommy Anderson, Janet Howard, Larry Fair, Sister Reese, Hannah Kellam, Faye foster, Maria Greene, 

Jeremy Olsen, Carla Woods, Dorothy East, Anne Godwin, Kenny Lang, Sinjin Jones, John Saecker 

 

      Anniversaries 

Norman and Sue Mason     Larry and Lin Fair     Rob and Lou Bloxom 

Johnny and Peggy Williams     Terry and Ellen Johnson     Chuck and Stephanie Taylor 

Bill and Nancy Cheesman 

June Milestones 

 Grace Lunch Bunch  

will eat  at the Blarney 

Stone in Onancock on June 

19. If you would like to car-

pool, please meet at Grace 

at 11:30 am.   The group 

will shop before gathering 

for lunch at 1 PM. If you would like to attend, 

please call Martha Simpson, 665-5840, so she can 

insure the correct number of reservations.  Grace 

Lunch Bunch will continue through the summer.  

Ladies who enjoy getting together for good food 

and fellowship should join in the fun!   

Lunch Bunch 

 Metompkin Elemen-

tary School teachers were 

honored by Grace during 

Teacher Appreciation Week.   

A group from the church  

prepared and served breakfast 

for them on Monday, May 7.   

 Thanks to the follow-

ing who helped with the meal 

by either preparing food or serving it to the teach-

ers:  Shirley Johnson, Faye Foster, Don Foster, Aaron 

Johnson, Alan Layman, Julie Layman,  Ann Bull, 

Connie Taylor, Esther Blake, Martha Simpson. 
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Parksley community yard sale 

Saturday, June 2       7 am until noon 

Parksley Town park     no admission 

charge 

-------------------------------- 

Grace UMC Yard Sale - Preview night 

Open to all - early bird sales 

Friday, June 1       5 - 7 pm      

Leemont hall    $3 Admission 

------------------------ 

Grace UMC Yard Sale 

Saturday, June 2   7 am until noon 

    Leemont Hall     No admission charge 
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Children’s Coloring Page 



 

Eastern Shore District Events 2018 Annual Conference  

 The Greeter for 11 

am Worship Services in 

June is  Elsie Mackie. We 

are in need of a Greeter for 

9 am Chapel Services. 

 Sign up sheets for 

Greeters are in the Narthex 

and Education Building! 
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• Registration for summer 

camps at Camp Occohan-

nock on the Bay has begun!  

Register now so you will 

have the best choice of 

camps available! Call 442-

7836 or email 

ootbay@verizon.net for 

more information.  

• Eastern Shore District Superintendent Alex 

Joyner is leading “A Space for Peace Holy Land 

Trip" August 20-30, 2018. Come journey with 

other United Methodists as we walk in the land 

where Jesus lived.  Visit the holy sites and meet 

the people who live there today, Israelis and Pal-

estinians, and learn about their struggle to live in 

peace in this holy land. Joyner is the author of A 

Space for Peace in the Holy Land: Listening to Modern 

Israel & Palestine. For more information go to the 

website, easternshoredistrict@vaumc.org or 

contact the District UMC Office for a brochure, 

665-6295. 

Greeters 

 The 2018 

session of the Vir-

ginia Annual Con-

ference will be held 

June 15-17 at the 

Hampton Roads 

Convention Cen-

ter.  Bishop Lewis 

has announced the annual conference mission of-

fering goal of $200,000 to focus on the following 

missional priority projects: 

Cambodia: $50,000 - Church Growth and Devel-

opment and Community Health & Agricultural 

Development 

Brazil: $25,000 - Shade and Fresh Water Ministry 

with Children 

Mozambique:  $25,000 - Lay Leadership Develop-

ment 

Native Americans: $10,000 - Support for Volun-

teers in Mission teams working with Native Amer-

ican Ministry and Tribal Youth 

Cuba Recovery: $25,000 - Hurricane Recovery 

for Churches in Cuba 

Haiti: $25,000 - Funds to support Volunteers in 

Mission teams to Haiti 

Puerto Rico Recovery: $25,000 - Hurricane Re-

covery support for Puerto Rican churches 

Moscow Seminary: $15,000 - Support for student 

scholarships 

 Grace will have a special offering for 

the Conference mission goals on Sunday, 

June 3.  Please mark your offering enve-

lopes “Conference Gift”. 



 

longer be available. There is noth-

ing more important. 

  Interpersonal relation-

ships were the heart of Jesus’ 

ministry. He preferred getting to 

know a person, hearing their sto-

ry, than most anything else he did. 

I think that’s why he loved sharing 

meals with people along the way. 

Good food and fellowship go 

hand-in-hand. 

 When Jesus tells his fol-

lowers not to worry about what 

they will wear or what they will 

eat, or his anointing at the ex-

pense of the poor, he is reminding 

us that today, in the here and now,  

nothing is more important than 

the people we are with. 

 The people with whom we 

live, work and play; those we eat 

alongside and hang out with - are  

more important than the tasks we 

perform. Yes, the work must get 

 It’s a beautiful spring day—

and I am stuck indoors. I would 

rather be outside, taking a walk or 

paddling a kayak. Anything other 

than writing this note on a com-

puter. But the computer, and this 

newsletter serve a purpose. 

 Sometimes I don’t realize 

how valuable something is until it’s 

no longer available. This week be-

gan with a computer crash. As the 

week has dragged on, I have re-

built, installed, secured and for-

matted software and programs as I  

discovered them missing. When I 

needed them. I did not realize how 

much I needed these resources in 

my day to day work, until they 

were no longer available. 

 This week, I get to write 

this column because Lisa is spend-

ing time with her dad. She realizes 

how valuable time with her father 

is now, because soon he will no 

done, but as Jesus told Martha 

when she complained that her sis-

ter Mary was not helping with the 

cooking, “Mary has chosen the bet-

ter part.” She was, of course, with 

Jesus, getting to know him. 

 Sitting here at the computer 

writing this message is important. 

But serving and getting to know 

people. Is what being the church is 

about. Whether it is greeting peo-

ple on Sunday morning, assisting 

with an activity during Evenings in 

the Park,  or working the counter 

at the Yard Sale, it’s an opportunity 

to build relationships with people.  

Yes, the ones we serve, and those 

we serve alongside. 

 I’m going for a walk now. 

Through the park on my way up-

town. Who knows who I might 

meet along the way.   

Grace, 

Alan 

From the Editor 

Page 8 June  201 8  Notes  from Grace  

News Briefs and Notes 

• The deadline for the July issue of Notes from 

Grace is 9 am, Friday, June 22.   

• Church Council will meet at noon, Monday, 

June 11, in the Upper Room.   

• As of May 21,  average attendance for worship  

for the past 52 weeks is 100;  offerings year to 

date are  $68, 161.03 and the amount which has 

been given to mission, nurture and outreach this 

year is $17,210.63.   

• The fourth Sunday each month is Food Bank 

Sunday.  June 24 is the date this month.  Please 

take your canned goods to Grace on or before 

that day.   

• NOTE:  Graduates from families at Grace will 

be listed in the July issue of the newsletter.  

Please send your information to Lisa Lewis as 

soon as possible to be included in the listings. 

• YouthWorks staff have taken up residence in the 

youth classrooms of Grace. The four leaders 

will be living here until August 3. Make them 

feel at home! 

• Youthworks volunteers begin serving on June 

17. Support and thank them for their service. 



 

Page 9 Notes  from Grace  June  201 8  

JUNE 2018 
S U N  M O N  T U E  W E D  T H U  F R I  S A T  

       

 

    

 

1 

5-7 pm Yard Sale 
Preview Night 

 

2 

7 am Parksley 
Community Yard 
Sale 

7 am Grace Yard 
Sale 

3  

  9 am Chapel Service 

11 am Worship  

  6 pm Evening Wor-
ship 

  

  

 

4 

 

5 

 

6 

8 am Morning 
Prayer 

 

 

7 

 

8 

 

9 

 

10  

11 am Worship Ser-
vice & Church Pic-
nic 

 6 pm Evening Wor-
ship 

 

11 

Noon Church 
Council Meeting  

12 

 

13 

8 am Morning 
Prayer 

 

14   

 

15   

 

 

 

 

16  

 

17   

  9 am Chapel Service 

11 am Worship  

  6 pm Evening Wor-
ship 

 

 

18 

 

19 

Noon Lunch 
Bunch  

20 

8 am Morning 
Prayer  

 

21 

 

22 
9 am Newsletter 
Deadline  

23 

Clean up the Park 

24   Food Bank 

Sunday 

 9 am Chapel Service 

11 am Worship 

 6 pm Evening Wor-
ship 

 

 

25   
 

 
 
 
 
 

 26 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

27 

8 am Morning 
Prayer 

 

28 29 

 

30 

 

Youth Works in LeeMont Hall and Classrooms 

Virginia Annual Conference 

Youth Works in LeeMont Hall and Classrooms 
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       Tuesday    9 am - 11 am 
 Wednesday   9 am to 10 am at Grace then 10 am to noon
       at the Club Car Café (stop by for a visit!)  
 Thursday No Office Hours - Sermon Writing Day 
 

Staff     Administrative Assistant  Dottie Smith   
 Organist    Kenny Lang 
 Custodian    Robin Ford  
 Nursery Attendants   Ellen Johnson  
    Kassie Taylor 
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