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Inside this issue: 

 C. Alan Layman, Pastor 

A Grace – Full Future 

 Look around on Sunday mornings and you’ll notice that there are lots 

of available seats in worship.  You’ll see that most of us are, well…older.  We 

must look back 45 years, to 1973, to see a full sanctuary of 170 worshippers 

on Sunday mornings.  Today we average less than a hundred people in the 

pews, half of whom are over 60 years of age. 

 Many of you who grew up in Grace share memories of Sunday School 

classes meeting in rooms that are now closets used for storage.  Today, we are 

unable to sustain a single weekly Christian Education ministry.  Not one class 

for any age.  We note the passing of our United Methodist Women’s group and 

the challenge of presenting a Christmas pageant with so few children.  We are 

smaller, older and less engaged. 

 And yet… as 2019 begins I see a future bright with possibilities.   

 Sunday, January 6 is Epiphany Sunday.  The “AHA!” moment when the 

world realizes that the Christ is here, when Jesus in all his newborn, starting-

life glory is revealed – from his humble birthplace, a barn in Bethlehem.  On 

that first Sunday of January we will reveal the hope inherent in the Christ sto-

ry: that the God who was present in the beginning, who has been faithfully 

present throughout history, now comes in a new way to do a new thing.  

 As the Magi pursued an unusual star across the desert to discover 

Christ, we will begin to look at the Grace - Full Future: there are hundreds 

of children and young adults living in the Parksley area, 75% of whom are not 

active in church; we have vast resources at our disposal to bring the Good 

News into the community; and, we have arguably the finest facility and loca-

tion in Parksley.  Opportunity abounds, and our future in Christ’s mission is 

bright.  

 Throughout January, the season after the Epiphany, we will explore the 

Grace – Full Future.  “The size of the harvest is bigger than you can imagine”, 

said Jesus. (Mat 9:37, CEB) We of Grace Church are God’s people, with a long 

legacy of leading and serving the community. The future is full of Grace.    

 Amen. 
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Articles written by Pastor Alan Layman have a cross next to the title. 

Thanks for your Hospitality 

Is your information up to date? 

 January is here.  Please make sure we have up to date contact  information for 

you so that in the event of a schedule change due to inclement weather we can reach 

you.  Cancellations will be announced on WESR, Facebook, via email and 

by One Call.  

 During the past year, Grace contracted with One Call which lets us disseminate information faster 

and more accurately than the traditional phone tree we had used in the past.  If you have not been getting 

phone calls or emails about events happening at Grace, we may not have the correct contact information.   

 If you have a question about it or are unsure, please call the Church Office to confirm your infor-

mation. 

 Thank you to Julie and Alan Layman for their 

hospitality at an Open House in the Parsonage on 

December 16.  Julie and her elf helpers, Madison 

and Ella Powell, prepared dozens of finger foods, 

sweets and more.  The crowd who attended enjoyed 

the food, Christmas decorations and fellowship. 

 Thanks to the Laymans for opening their 

house and thanks to the “elves” who helped! 

 I want to say a big THANK YOU to every-

one who participated in our Advent season wor-

ship: the Old Testament "prophets" for 

bringing God's word from among the 

people; the Advent Candle lighters 

who brought Hope, Peace, Joy and 

Love; the decorators that adorned the 

worship spaces with greens, purples and golds; the 

choir for creating beauty and joy as you shared 

Church office 

hours to change  

Beginning in January, the 

Church Office will no 

longer be open on Fridays.  

Should the need arise, such as a 

funeral or other occasion when 

it is deemed necessary, the office may be open.   

 Please plan your schedules accordingly! 

your gifts; the musician who brought very special 

music to the early service; the storyteller who 

taught the children in late service wor-

ship; and to our children, and the adults 

who guided them, for creatively telling 

the story of Jesus' birth.  

 Each of you helped prepare the 

way for the coming of Christ. I am grateful for 

you. 

Thank you for your participation! 



 

new member & Baptisms 
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Study to Begin 

   Grace Church was 

blessed in December with 

one new member and four 

(4!) baptisms. On Decem-

ber 9, we received Grace 

Sturgis into formal mem-

bership and baptized her two sons, Gage, age 5, and 

Grayson, age 2.  

 Grace sings in the 11 am choir.  She came to 

us from Johnsons UMC in Machipongo. Grace is 

employed as a consultant with Mary Kay.  Her hus-

band Doug Finney is 

a waterman out of 

Onancock.  

 On December 

16, during the 11 am 

service, AmeriKiss Kromer (9) and her brother, Kai 

(7) were baptized.  Sponsored by Steven and Crystal 

Parks, these two children have been active in wor-

ship for the last year.  AmeriKiss regularly serves as 

an acolyte. We are excited that they are making 

Grace their church home. 

 Look for more additions to the Grace family 

in the coming weeks! 

 There is deep disa-

greement about what The 

United Methodist Church 

should teach about homo-

sexuality, same gender mar-

riage, and the ordination of 

LGBTQ persons.  In 2019, a 

Special Session of General 

Conference will be held to 

consider these issues and 

how they will be addressed by the UMC in the fu-

ture.  

 Living Faithfully: Human Sexuality and the 

United Methodist Church is designed to help us un-

derstand the shape of this debate and what it means 

for the present and the future.  This four-week 

study will help us understand and discuss various 

views about the ministry and teaching of The 

Church.   

 Our intent is to have honest, well-

informed, and grace-filled conversations with oth-

ers about these matters and the calls for change.  

We hope to discern, in prayer and conversation, 

how we can respond faithfully in love of God and 

neighbor.   

 Two groups are being offered in January: 

Tuesday mornings at 10 am, and Wednesday eve-

nings at 7 pm, beginning the week of January 6. 

Each group will meet four times for 90 minutes. 

 Reading the book is highly recommended; 

it is available in Kindle and paperback.  Please call 

the church office for more information, 665-4783. 



 

   Birthdays 

Pat Taylor, Chris Miles, Karen Deuter, Don Jamison, Betty Annis, Julie Layman, 

Linda Jackson, Darlene Drummond, Tucker Krouse, Angie Sturgis, Lisa Ander-

son Lloyd, Allison Penney Miller, Cheyenne Gobel, Caroline Harvie, Robert 

Wessells, Andrea Mason, John Parks, Jr., Suzanne Joyner, Garry Drummond, 

Rachael Kellam, Jason Heintzelman, Brian Reese, Kevin Melson, Tony Like, Tyler Hart, Lisa Crockett, 

M.J. Perdue, Kenny Greene, Carolin Tyler, Allen Thornton, Bill Hall, Rebecca Hudson 
 

Anniversaries 

Sam and Paula Belote      

                               Rob Slocum and Nancy Eskridge     Robert and Regina Smith 

January Milestones 

 Deepest sympathy is expressed to the family of Bonnie Lou Perdue, 64, of Richmond, who 

passed away at her residence on December 9. 

 Born December 30, 1953 in Nassawadox, Bonnie was the daughter of Alice Mason Perdue of 

Parksley, and the late M.J. Perdue.  She was Planning Operations Administrator and Clerk to the Chester-

field County Planning Commission. 

 In addition to her mother, survivors include her daughter, Lauren Perdue of Chesterfield, VA; a 

brother, M.J. Perdue, Jr. and his wife Candy of Parksley; and a granddaughter, Brooke Perdue. 

 

 Deepest sympathy is expressed to the family of Ralph Randolph Miller III, 45, of Parksley, 

who passed away on December 9, at his residence. 

 Born on April 30, 1973 in Nassawadox, he was the son of Randy Miller, Jr. and the late Mary Ellen 

Miller.  “Little Randy” worked for many years as a mechanic and was an assistant mechanical supervisor 

for Tyson.   He is survived by his father, Randy Miller, Jr. and wife, Dawn of Parksley; a sister, Mary Jo 

Miller of Parksley; a brother and Grace member Brandon Miller and wife, Allison of Leemont; numerous 

aunts and uncles, Evelyn and James Barefoot, Joe and Paula Miller, Shirley and Herbert Mears, Bernard 

and Linda Beasley, Thomas and Libby Beasley and Bobby and Peggy Beasley; and several cousins. 
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 Grace will hold a benefit dinner in LeeMont Hall for Grace member Angie 

Sturgis from 5:30 until 7 pm, on Friday, January 11.  Angie was diagnosed with breast 

cancer earlier in the year.  She has been undergoing chemo and radiation treatments 

at Shore Cancer Center.   

 The menu will include baked spaghetti, tossed salad, garlic bread and dessert. 

 Stacey Pruitt Thornton, 

daughter of Elsie Mackie and step 

daughter of “Mac” Mackie, married 

Thomas “T.K.” Fitchett on Sunday, 

December 16, 2018 in the Chapel 

of Grace UMC. 

 Congratulations and best wishes! 

Memorial gifts 

Grace Graduates 

 The following me-

morial gifts have been re-

ceived by Grace as of De-

cember 20.   

 

In memory of Gloria Johnson 

Natalie & James Binder   

  Aaron & Shirley Johnson 
  

 In memory of  William E. Byrd, Jr. 

Aaron & Shirley Johnson 
 

     In memory of Bonnie Perdue  

Ann Miles 

Benefit Dinner, January 11 
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   Congratulations to the 

following December graduates: 

 Jennifer Tyler graduated 

from Old Dominion University 

with a Bachelor of Science in 

Nursing degree.   Jennifer is a 

Registered Nurse and is em-

ployed by Eastern Shore Rural Health as Chief 

Clinical Informatics Officer.  Jennifer is the wife of 

Adair Tyler. 

  Sarah Jones graduated Summa Cum 

Laude from the University of Maryland Eastern 

Shore with a Bachelor of Science in Marine Envi-

ronment.   She is the daughter of Kara and Jim 

Jones.   

A wedding! 

Church council News 

 The following actions 
were taken at the December 
Church Council meeting: 

• Council agreed that the 
special offering on Christmas 

Eve this year would go to the Accomack North-
ampton Pregnancy Center.   

• Council agreed to gift $1,000 to the Cub 
Scouts for their recharter fee. 



 

Children’s Coloring Page 
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thank you to those who make it happen 
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 Each year we look back at the year just passed and we take the opportunity to thanks those who 

serve Grace.  It takes many hands to deep the church humming along and listed here are some of those 

who may often be unrecognized.  Whether it’s working at the church, at home, providing financial re-

sources or keeping the congregation in your prayers, thanks to all who keep Grace moving forward!   

 - Thanks to those who give flowers for the Worship Services in the Sanctuary and Chapel.  

 - Thanks to the Ushers, Greeters and Stewards each Sunday. 

 - Thanks to the people who help fold and label the newsletters and bulletins. 

 - Thanks to the Choir members who spend hours learning new songs.  

 - Thanks to Kenny Lang who provides music for worship and special occasions.   

 - Thanks to Kathy Kutz who helps maintain our organ. 

 - Thanks to the men and women who spent time working on benevolent projects. 

 - Thanks to the church officers who give their time, brainpower and talents. 

 - Thanks to the people who provide care to others through crafts, food, money or deeds. 

 - Thanks to everyone who participated in Evenings in the Park in July.   

 - Thanks to everyone who generously gives to programs like the Angel Tree, college student care 

packages, school supplies, and gifts for residents of the nursing home.  

 - Thanks to all those who willingly and generously gave to the Christmas love offering. 

 - Thanks to all who provide coffee and sweets for the Hospitality Room on Sunday mornings.  

 - Thanks to Elsie Mackie for help with Communion Sundays. 

 - Thanks to everyone who helped with Trunk or Treat and the Community Thanksgiving Dinner. 

 - Thanks to Margie Byrd for making sure the church accounts are in order.  

 - Thanks to Jim Eckard who picks up and delivers our mail each day and also delivers food dona-

tions to the Food Bank   

 - Thanks to Dottie Smith for keeping the Church Office in order and Robin Ford keeping the  

Grace looking neat and clean.  Thanks to MacKenzie Wallace and Ellen Johnson for taking care of our chil-

dren in the Nursery and teaching in Children’s Church on Sunday mornings. 

 - Thanks to all the committees who meet, work and do the church’s business. 

 - Thanks to everyone who spends countless hours planning, coordinating and participating in the 

Grace Yard Sale, Fall Market and other fundraising projects.  

 - Thanks to Becky Bell, Karon Eichelberger and MacKenzie Wallace for the Christmas Pageant. 

 - Thanks to Elsie Mackie and all the volunteers who work with our children in Church School. 

 - Thanks to Julie Layman for her delicious desserts, her hospitality and her caring for our congre-

gation.  

 - Thanks to Pastor Alan who guides us, teaches us and nurtures us.    



 

 The November 12 meeting 

of Church Council included deci-

sions to accomplish some capital 

projects which had been on a back 

burner for some time.   

 The Finance Committee brought several 

items for consideration.  In conjunction with the 

Trustees, it was recommended that the Church 

move ahead with a Fire Alarm System in the Sanc-

tuary and Education Buildings.  The system will in-

clude pull stations throughout and will provide tel-

ephone notification to 911 once a threshold of indi-

cators is reached.  Early notification is particularly 

important considering how much time parts of the 

buildings sit empty.  This is a notification system, 

not a sprinkler system.   

 Another item approved was a long overdue 

contract for maintenance of all of the heating and 

air conditioning systems at the church and parson-

age.  There are ten!  Thornton Services, Inc. will 

inspect and provide maintenance twice a year on all 

units, in the spring and fall. 

 Finally, Council approved the installation of 

gas fire logs in the fireplace of the parsonage.  The 

fire logs are unvented and can be operated with a 

remote control.  They will be fueled by liquid pro-

pane gas.  Installation of fire logs will give the par-

sonage a second source of heat should we experi-

ence loss of power during the winter. 

 Funding for these projects will be made 

from a savings account for just such expenses.  All 

projects will start as soon as possible. 

Prayers for our Pastor 

Editor’s note:  Part one of an article by Joe 

Iovino was in the December newsletter.  It 

was originally posted on umc.org.    For the 

next few months, each newsletter will in-

clude ways in which we can pray for Pastor 

Alan.   

 Pastoring a church is not a job 

that can be done well under the pastor’s power alone. 

Every pastor relies heavily on God’s guidance, 

strength and peace as they live into their call. 

 We’ve assembled areas of pastors’ lives and 

ministries where they would value your prayers. 

• Families 

It is important to remember that our ministers 

may also be a spouse, a parent, and a child to par-

ents who have needs.  Remember to pray for 

your pastor’s family. 

• Preaching 

Delivering a great sermon (and the ones that are 

less than great) takes hours of study and prepara-

tion.  Pray for your pastors as they prepare wor-

ship services, sacraments and sermons.  May they 

have the words to communicate what God has 

placed on their hearts. 

• Strength 

The work of a pastor requires reserves of spiritu-

al and emotional strength. Ask God to bolster 

ministers’ hearts and minds, especially on days 

when they feel weak, inadequate, or unqualified. 

• Visiting ministries 

Visiting people in hospital rooms, nursing homes, 

rehabilitation centers, memory centers, hospice 

units, homes and jail cells, is an important part of 

your pastor’s job.  Pray for her or his ability to 

connect with those who are struggling and to 

share God’s comfort, peace and hope. 

Church Council news 
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 “The fruit of the Spirit is……Generosity” (Galatians 5:22).  What a won-

derful gift to the church it is!  Generosity of caring, welcoming the stranger, the 

immigrant, building relationships based on God’s love for all, joyfully giving mon-

ey. This is a gift that keeps on giving. And it comes back to the giver. 

 What is generosity?  The Science of Generosity Project (Notre Dame 

2010) states in part, “…is the virtue of giving good things to others freely and 

abundantly. It is a learned character trait that involves attitude and action entailing 

both the inclination and actual practice of giving liberally.”   

 Do you know that generous people are healthier and happier? That is the 

conclusion of a study by Christian Smith and Hillary Davidson in the book The 

Paradox of Generosity (Oxford Press). This is an extensive sociological study into 

why people give of their time volunteering in their church and community, helping neighbors, being gra-

cious to others, giving money, and working for causes that will make the world better. Their research is 

based on extensive interviews.  

 Their conclusion is, “If Americans want to become happier, healthier people who live with a great-

er purpose, suffer less depression, and enjoy more personal growth, one way they might better accom-

plish that is to learn to be more generous.” (Pg. 112).   Do you know, generosity is a learned behavior? If 

our children and grand-children are going to learn that, adults must model this behavior. 

 Likewise, their study peers into the lives of the ungenerous to inquire why they take no invest-

ment in their communities through helping neighbors, volunteering, or giving money.  They suffer more 

depression, anxiety and feel disconnected with people and concerns around them.  The study reports that 

only 32% of Americans give money for “an issue of concern to them.”  Therefore, 68% of Americans do 

not share their financial resources for any person or place. 

 Maybe we should remind ourselves regularly, “generosity is a fruit of the Holy Spirit”.  It must 

then follow that the more of the Holy Spirit we invite to fill and use us the more freely we practice gen-

erosity.  Think about it! 

 May 2019 be a year to practice generosity in its many and varied forms, starting with personal re-

lationships solidified with love, forgiveness, healing, building community, all for the glory of God! 

Rev. David A. Rash is a retired UMC minister who is based out of Waynesboro, Virginia.  You can read more about him on 

his website: StewardshipMattersVA.org.  Notes from Grace will feature an article by him each month for the next 

year in an effort to concentrate on stewardship within our congregation. 
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                 What is Generosity?   Am I generous?  By Rev. David A Rash 



 

time of year when we think about 

how we would like to do things 

differently in a brand new year.  

Don’t know that I’ll come up 

with anything before January 1, 

but there are certainly lots of 

things to do differently!   

 I would love to get back in 

the habit of letter writing.  It was 

something I always enjoyed and 

while it is becoming a lost art in 

this age of email and texting, I 

still like to receive a let-

ter….which means I should write 

one! 

 The gloom of gray winter 

days makes me think about plant-

ing flowers in the Spring and do-

ing all those projects that wait 

around until just this time of year.   

 Can’t say that I’m sorry to 

see 2018 go.  It was a year of some 

joy, but a wealth of sorrow.  Turn-

ing the calendar over to a new year 

and starting fresh will be a good 

thing. 

 As I write this, it is within a 

week of Christmas and I just got 

my December newsletter!  We get it 

in the mail so I can see when folks 

get theirs.  If you have problems 

getting your monthly newsletter  

in a timely fashion, please call the 

Church Office.  They are mailed  

before the first of each month!  

Newsletters are also available 

online at the Grace website 

(address on back page).   

 Do you have any resolu-

tions for the new year?   It’s the 

 We plan to have a Thrift 

Shop in LeeMont Hall again this 

winter so if you are cleaning out, 

send your  unwanted clothes and 

items to Grace!  Watch the news-

letter, bulletins and social media 

for news of the date and time. 

 Finally, as we close out an-

other year, we should all take 

stock and count our blessings.  

Most of us are very fortunate.  

Those of us who feel down on 

our luck  have a new opportunity 

to turn life around starting now. 

 God works through each 

of us and loves us all.   Getting 

out of the way and letting Him do 

His work is a great way to start a 

new year. 

 Happy New Year to all! 

From the Editor 
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News Briefs and Notes 

Lisa W. Lewis  

• Church Council will meet at 7 pm, Monday, 

January 14, in the Upper Room.  

• The deadline for the February issue of Notes 

from Grace is 9 am, Wednesday, January 23. 

• As of December 21, average attendance for 

worship  for the past 52 weeks is 98;  collec-

tions year to date are $179,505.32 and the 

amount which has been given to mission, nur-

ture and outreach this year is $45,143.08.   

• Choir practice is Sunday mornings at 10:30 

am. 

• Food Bank Sunday is January 27.  Please don’t 

forget to bring your canned goods and non 

perishables on or before that day.   

• The Church Office will be closed on December 

31 and January 1.  Beginning in January, the office 

will be closed on Fridays.  Please plan according-

ly! 

• Elsie Mackie will conduct a class this winter or 

early spring on the unnamed women of the Bible.  

Watch the newsletter and church bulletins for 

more information.   

• Please use the sign up sheets in the Narthex and 

Reception area of the Education Building for 

greeters, sanctuary flowers and special studies. 

• Thanks to Alan and Julie Layman for preparing 

dinner for the Christmas Pageant Dinner Theater!   

• DO SOMETHING!  It’s a new year!! 
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JANUARY 2019 
 S U N  M O N  T U E  W E D  T H U  F R I  S A T  

    

   

   

 

1  

New Year’s 
Day 

2 

8 am Morning Prayer  

 

 

 

 3 

 

4 

Church Office 
Closed 

5 

 

6   

  9 am Chapel Service 

10:30 am Choir Prac-
tice 

11 am Worship  

  6 pm Evening Wor-
ship 

7 

 

8   

10 am Living 
Faithfully: Human 
Sexuality and the 
UMC Group Study 

9 

8 am Morning Prayer  

7 pm Living Faithful-
ly: Human Sexuality 
and the UMC Group 
Study 

10 

 

11 

Church Office 
Closed 

5:30 pm Benefit 
Dinner 

12 

 

13   

  9 am Chapel Service 

10:30 am Choir Prac-
tice 

11 am Worship Service 

6 pm Evening Worship 

 

14   

7 pm Church 
Council Meeting 

15 

10 am Living 
Faithfully: Human 
Sexuality and the 
UMC Group Study 

16 

8 am Morning Prayer  

7 pm Living Faithful-
ly: Human Sexuality 
and the UMC Group 
Study 

17 

 

18  

Church Office 
Closed 

 

 

19 

 

20   

  9 am Chapel Service 

10:30 am Choir Prac-
tice 

11 am Worship  

  6 pm Evening Wor-
ship 

 

21 

 

22 

10 am Living 
Faithfully: Human 
Sexuality and the 
UMC Group Study 

23 

8 am Morning Prayer  

9 am Newsletter 
Deadline  

7 pm Living Faithful-
ly: Human Sexuality 
and the UMC Group 
Study 

24 

 

25 
Church Office 
Closed 

26 

 

27   Food Bank Sun-
day 

  9 am Chapel Service 

10:30 am Choir Prac-
tice 

11 am Worship   

  6 pm Evening Wor-
ship 
 

 

 

28  
 
 
 

 
 

 29   
10 am Living 
Faithfully: Human 
Sexuality and the 
UMC Group Study 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

30   

8 am Morning Prayer  

7 pm Living Faithful-
ly: Human Sexuality 
and the UMC Group 
Study 

31 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Office Closed 
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Pastor email:      alanlayman@vaumc.org  
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Church Office Hours     Monday - Thursday    9 am - 3 pm 
      Friday    9 am - Noon 

Pastor’s Office Hours     
 Monday    9am - 3pm 
       Tuesday    9 am - 11 am 
 Wednesday   9 am to 10 am at Grace then 10 am to noon
       at the Club Car Café (stop by for a visit!)  
 Thursday No Office Hours - Sermon Writing Day 
 

Staff     Administrative Assistant  Dottie Smith   
 Organist    Kenny Lang 
 Custodian    Robin Ford  
 Nursery Attendants   Ellen Johnson  
    MacKenzie Wallace 
 
 

Newsletter Editor Lisa W. Lewis  (757) 787-3352   wrlaw@msn.com 
Web site   www.graceumcesva.com 

 


