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Inside this issue: 

 C. Alan Layman, Pastor 

 March is often said to “Come in like a lion and go out like a lamb”.  I’m 

not sure that rule of nature applies to the Eastern Shore, where the wind, like 

the Holy Spirit, often seems to “blow where it chooses… you do not know 

where it comes from or where it goes!” (John 3:8) 

 Last Spring, one particular afternoon in Parksley was sunny and warm, 

the temperature climbing to the upper 70’s.  It was such a beautiful day that 

Julie and I decided to go to the beach at Assateague.  There, the wind was 

howling, the temperature just 61.  It felt so cold!  The weather was nothing 

like at home.  It was comfortable in Parksley. 

 Staying close to home, being grounded in our local values, centered in 

our community, is comforting.  We know our neighbors, trust our local leaders 

and enjoy meals and fellowship with fellow church members at church, as well 

at the Club Car, the Sage and Janet’s.  

 Yet “outside” problems and issues have a way of finding us here. Virgin-

ia’s (and America’s) long struggle with race and prejudice has found its way 

home to the Shore.  The impact of a month-long federal government shutdown 

over immigration resulted in immediate and long-term effects on us here.  And 

by the time you read this, the United Methodist Church will have (hopefully) 

made a decision about the future of our church and the LGTBQ community, a 

decision that will likely affect us here at Grace. 

 These are real-world issues impacting the lives of real people. And they 

won’t just go away, regardless of how isolated we are or choose to be. 

 In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus calls his followers to an alternative 

way of life.  One in which conflicts, oppressions and persecutions are con-

fronted and challenged, so as to be resolved.  To work through our anger or 

love our enemies requires that we “Golden Rule It” – put ourselves in the 

place of the other so that we can understand what life’s like for them.  

 I admit that as a white, straight, American man, I struggle to under-

stand what it is like to be black or gay or an immi-
 Pastor’s Letter continued on next page 
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Pastor’s Letter, continued from front page 

grant. But try and understand we must. 

 The teachings from the Mount make us un-

comfortable because Jesus calls us to a different 

way of living, different from that of the world.  

“The gate is narrow and the road is hard that leads 

to life, and there are few who find it” said Jesus 

(Mat 7:14).   As we continue along this road with 

our Lord, may his teachings touch our hearts and 

transform our lives; may God’s grace redeem us 

and restore us, and give us strength. 

    Grace, 

    Alan 

 Saturday, April 6  Thrift Shop 

 Sunday, April 14  Palm Sunday 

 Thursday, April 18  Holy Thursday    Worship Service, 7 pm 

 Friday, April 19  Good Friday   Sanctuary open from noon until  

     3 pm for prayer and contemplation 

 Sunday, April 21  Easter    Sunrise Service, 9 am Chapel Service, 

     11 am Worship Service, No Evening Worship 

 Sunday, April 28  “The Reminders” Concert at Grace 

 Since the start of the 

new church year with Advent 

in early December, we have 

received four new adult 

members and baptized four 

children into Grace.  

“Guests” have become regulars in worship and are 

contributing their talents to the ministry of the 

church, thanks be to God.  

 With three different worship services, it is 

hard to keep up with everyone. If there is someone 

you don’t know, introduce yourself!  

5th Sunday:  One church  (10 am) 

Mark your calendars 

Articles written by Pastor Alan Layman have a cross next to the title. 

Say hello! 

 Our next 5th Sunday, “One Church-One Service,” will be on Sunday, 

March 31.  This is a great opportunity to worship and fellowship with the whole 

church.   Remember:  There is only ONE SERVICE - at 10 am. 

 Following the Worship Service, there is a pot luck lunch in LeeMont Hall.  

Consider using the time to meet our new members if you haven’t already done so. 



 

What is Lent? 
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Ash Wednesday 

 In local church lore we often speak of the 

“Christmas and Easter crowd” – those who attend 

worship services on those two most meaningful of 

all Christian holidays.  In our communities, still 

heavily influenced by Christian tradition, worship 

attendance on those days is just 

something one does. 

 Christmas represents the 

Word of God/Son of God becom-

ing human, taking on human flesh 

and characteristics.  It is God loving 

the world so much that God gave the Son to be 

among us.  In Christ “incarnate” we experience God 

in the best way we possibly can – person like.  East-

er represents the great sacrifice of love, Christ’s 

willingness to die for us, and how that results in the 

resurrection – new life raised from the old. In East-

er, God loves the world so much that God was will-

ing to let him die so that we could live. 

 Lent is the season when we get ourselves 

ready for Easter.  Beginning on Ash Wednesday 

(“ashes to ashes, dust to dust”) we remember that 

we are mortal, subject to sin and death.  Temptation 

lurks everywhere, and our Hope is in the love of 

Christ.  Lent is often characterized by extra devo-

tion to spiritual disciplines like fasting, reading the 

Bible and prayer.  Extra acts of service are a Lenten 

discipline, too.  All of these are means of grace, 

whereby we experience the presence of God in our 

lives. 

 The Lenten season culminates in Holy Week, 

a time for intense prayer and fasting.  Beginning on 

Palm Sunday, this year April 14, we remember Je-

sus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem as the gateway 

towards his arrest, trial and execution.  We will 

have Holy Thursday worship on April 18 as we re-

member the Last Supper.  On Good Friday, the 

sanctuary will be open from noon to 3 pm for pray-

er.  This is in accordance with the 

synoptic Gospels account in which 

darkness fell over the earth from 

noon to 3, after which Jesus died.  

 Everyone is encouraged to 

engage in heightened spiritual prac-

tices throughout the Lenten season, and to worship 

on Holy Thursday.  To go from the triumph of Palm 

Sunday to the victory of Easter, one must walk 

through the valley of the shadow of darkness: the 

deceit, betrayal and death of Christ. 

 Wednesday, March 6 is Ash 

Wednesday, which marks the be-

ginning of the season of Lent, a 

period of 40 days that precede Easter (April 21).  

 Pastor Alan will be available in the Grace 

sanctuary from 6:30 am and until 6:30 pm, on Ash 

Wednesday to place a cross of ashes on the forehead 

of those who would like to receive them.    The use 

of ashes as an outward sign of mortality and repent-

ance has a long history in Jewish and Christian wor-

ship. Historically, ashes signified purification and 

sorrow for sins.   

 The weekly Prayer Service will take place in 

the Sanctuary at 8 am, on Ash Wednesday. 



 

HOW DO YOU WANT TO BE REMEMBERED?  by David A Rash 
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 If you miss a Sunday at Grace, please 

don’t forget to keep your offerings current.  

The expenses of Grace continue each 

month!  Donations can be made online or 

sent to Grace UMC, PO Box 156,              

Parksley, VA  23421. 

Thanks!   

 One of my favorite comic strips is Hagar the 

Horrible, the fierce, sometimes laughable Viking 

warrior.  In one strip he and his cohort, Eddie, are 

about to be pushed off a cliff by the 

enemy.  Eddie asks, “How do you 

want to be remembered?”  Hagar 

replies, “As an overachiever!”  

 How do you want to be re-

membered?  I would like to be re-

membered for being generous. 

Willing to give as able.  Not tied to 

money or possessions. Giving freely 

(and wisely) to the poor. Supporting the arts in my 

community.  Generously giving time to help family 

and neighbors.  That can be part of my legacy.  

 Legacy is about values.  Will your children, 

and maybe more importantly, your grandchildren 

know what values you hold dear?   Will they know 

what was important to you?   

 By a legal will we determine how our estate 

will be distributed.  But have you ever heard of an 

ETHICAL WILL?   This is generally a written doc-

ument where you state something of your history 

(parents, birthplace, values, education, work/

career, love of God and your Christian faith, etc.) 

and in this you share what is important to you and 

how you want to be remembered.  You can make it 

more interesting with a videotaped format (still do 

the written form also). 

 Legacy giving, on the other hand, is making 

sure your estate is generously and wisely shared 

with those people and/or places that are important 

to you.  Stewardship Matters of Virginia has been 

encouraging all Christians to give a minimum of 

10% (a tithe) of their estates to their church.  This is 

known as a bequest.  Truthfully, estate giving is an 

opportunity to give large.  

 Do you know: only 8 out 

of 100 Christians remember their 

church in their will?   What a 

marvelous gift this can be – a 

powerful witness to your values – 

that states clearly how you want 

to be remembered; as one who 

loved God and the church that 

formed and shaped you.   

 Stewardship Matters has an excellent re-

source on how to write it for the most effective re-

sult.  Go to my website (see below) and under 

“Resources” look for “Bequest Language”. Please pay 

attention to your legacy and how you want to be 

remembered. Overachieve! 

Rev. David A. Rash info@StewardshipMattersVa.org  

© Stewardship Matters of Virginia LLC     

www.StewardshipMattersVa.org   
 

Stewardship: It’s Not What You Think.  It’s What 

You Believe…and Do! 

mailto:info@StewardshipMattersVa.org
http://www.StewardshipMattersVa.org


 

port of two goals:  The general operating budget of 

the church and specific mission projects as directed 

by its board of directors.  Each of these activities 

will share equally in the annual distribu-

tions.   

 Through the financial and personal 

generosity of many members since the 

founding of Grace in 1892, we have facili-

ties representing over $3 million in value.  

With this blessing, however, comes the 

obligation to maintain these wonderful 

facilities.  Minor repairs are made from 

the Church’s annual operating budget.  Major re-

pairs have required extra fund-raising efforts to 

which the congregation has responded enthusiasti-

cally and generously. 

 The long term goal of the Foundation is to 

acquire sufficient assets to ensure that the mainte-

nance and upkeep of our facilities can be taken care 

of in perpetuity and to fund  mission activities of 

the Church.  The Foundation is empowered to re-

ceive gifts of cash, securities, real or personal prop-

erty, life insurance policies and other items.  Such 

gifts will add to the balance of the Foundation and 

increase its ability to make distributions in support 

of the goals described in the mission statement.  All 

gifts to the Foundation are tax deductible as a char-

itable contribution. 

 The following are varieties of tax advan-

taged ways of giving to the Foundation.  Speaking 

with a tax professional will clarify questions about 

such gifts.   

See Foundation, next page 
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 The Grace UMC Foundation has its roots in 

an $80,000 bequest made to the church in 1987 by 

Elizabeth Matthews in memory of her husband, Jes-

se Matthews.  The bequest was to provide 

an annual income to the Church to help 

insure its continued financial health and to 

enhance its ability to conduct mission ac-

tivities here on the Eastern Shore.  The 

principal balance of the gift was invested 

in mutual funds.  By 2004, the fund had 

grown to over $150,000 and the Adminis-

trative Board decided to create the Foun-

dation with an initial investment of 

$150,000.  In December, 2004, the Foundation was 

incorporated in accordance with the laws of the 

Commonwealth of Virginia governing charitable 

foundations, as well as the provisions of The Disci-

pline.   

 The Foundation has an independent board of 

directors elected each year by charge conference.  

The By-Laws of the Foundation restrict the distribu-

tion of funds by the Foundation to the Church to 

insure that a principal is preserved and enhanced 

according to the original wishes of Mrs. Matthews.  

Over the years, additional gifts and bequests have 

been made to the foundation, including a $100,000 

bequest in 2011 from William R. Lewis, Jr., with 

the income to fund a $1,000 annual scholarship at 

Eastern Shore Community College, and to be dis-

tributed for church operations and missions. 

 The Corporate Mission of the foundation, as 

embodied in its By-Laws, is to receive and manage 

property so that it may make distributions in sup-

Grace UMC Foundation:  What is it?  Why do we have it? 



 

Memorial tree to be planted 

• Bequests - Remembering the Foundation in your 

will removes assets from your estate and may re-

duce its exposure to federal estate tax. 

• Life Insurance- Potential donors may make gifts of 

life insurance policies to benefit the Foundation 

and receive certain one-time and annual tax de-

ductions. 

• Appreciated Assets - Appreciated assets may be do-

nated at fair market value and under current tax 

law, the donor might be able to avoid paying capi-

tal gains tax on the appreciated value, while still 

taking the deduction at full market value. 

• Charitable Remainder Trusts - Potential donors may 

create a charitable remainder trust, which pro-

vides a lifetime income to donor while creating 

an immediate tax deduction.  The Foundation 

would be named beneficiary to receive the re-

Foundation, continued from previous page 

Trustees report 

maining balance of the assets upon the passing 

of the donor. 

 These types of gifts are described for illus-

trative purposes only.  Specific professional guid-

ance must be sought to determine the actual tax 

advantages for a specific individual. 

 Honorary gifts recognize special people, an-

niversaries or events.  Memorial gifts recognize the 

lifetime accomplishments of those who have passed 

away.  Unless specified by the family, memorial 

gifts given to Grace are added to the Foundation 

 The Grace Foundation Board of Directors 

are Bill Cheesman, Revell Lewis, Dana Penney, 

Carter Davis and Margie Byrd.  Any of these mem-

bers can answer questions about the Foundation. 

 Several years ago Grace 

began a tradition of planting a 

white crepe myrtle in memory of 

members of the church who 

passed away the previous year.  

This spring we will plant a tree for 

the following members who passed away in 2018: 

Margaret Ann Morris Parks 

Linda Anne Trader Johnson 

Warren Fulton Nock, Jr. 

Betty Taylor Annis 

Jane Goard Cooke 

Gloria Custis Johnson 

William E. Byrd, Jr. 

Bonnie Lou Perdue 

 Grace UMC 

Trustees met in Febru-

ary.  Included was an 

update on the recently 

installed fire alarm system.  

  The wiring is complete throughout the 

Sanctuary, LeeMont Hall and Education Building.  

Alarms and pull stations have been installed and as 

of press time, the system is waiting to be tested 

before becoming “live”.    

 Cost of the system was over $16,000.  

There is a monthly fee of $25 for monitoring.  In 

the event of a fire, the fire company would imme-

diately be notified. 
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News from Ministry teams  

Mission Team:  The Mission Team has completed 

16 Flood Buckets for the United Methodist Com-

mittee on Relief.   Buckets are delivered by 

UMCOR to areas which have been 

devastated by flooding.  The group 

also worked to supply 8 cases  and 25 

gallon bottles of water to Tangier dur-

ing their recent drinking water crisis.  

An inventory of the Eastern Shore 

Disaster Trailer was taken in the event 

there is a need.   

Mission Team members:  Rebecca 

Hudson, Chair, Michael Shreaves, 

Finn Bull, Rob Bloxom, Bill Cheesman, Tim Parks.  

  There will be a Mission Team meeting 

on Wednesday, March 13, at 6:30 pm, follow-

ing the Community Dinner.   

 Ministry Teams met at Grace in February 

to plan activities and projects for the next few 

months.  Volunteers are needed and encouraged 

to join all activities.  Please think 

about how you can use your gifts 

and skills to help!   

Nurturing Team:   The Nurturing 

Team announced an upcoming Bible 

Study on Women of the Bible.  The 

class will begin in March and will be 

led by Elsie Mackie.   

Lunch Bunch will continue to meet 

for lunch at a destination restaurant on the third 

Wednesday each month.      

Nurturing Team members:  Martha Simpson, 

Madison Powell, Shirley Johnson, Jodie Greene, 

Connie Taylor, Frank Russell, Karon Eichelberger, 

Faye Foster, Theresa Lattimore.   

Outreach Team:   The Outreach Team will hold 

Thrift Shops, open to the community, every other 

month in LeeMont Hall.    Community Dinners, 

prepared by Grace volunteers, are held once a 

month through May.  Meals are open to the com-

munity at no charge.   

The Team will also organize Evenings in the Park, a  

time of games and fellowship for the community. 

Evenings in the Park will take place on Tuesday 

nights in July beginning on Tuesday, July 9.   

Outreach Team members:  Becky Bell, Chair,   

Amy Davis, Allison Miller, Lisa Lewis, John Za-

doc Lewis, Jennifer Barnes. 
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Easter Lilies  

 Easter Lilies for the 

Grace Sanctuary are available to 

order by calling Connie Taylor, 

665-5058 or by using the sign 

up sheets in the Narthex and 

Education Building.  Please 

write the name of the person 

you wish to honor or memorial-

ize, as well as your own name.   

 Cost of the lilies is $9.  The lilies may be re-

moved from the Sanctuary following the 11 am Wor-

ship Service on Easter Sunday. 



 

 The Lunch Bunch will 

meet for lunch at noon, on 

Wednesday, March 20, at  The 

Crossroads Coffee Shop in 

Onley. 

 Join the group for an 

hour or so of fellowship - and invite a friend! 

 Please let Martha Simpson know if you are 

able to attend so she can make the reservations for 

the group.  Her number is 665-5840. 

Lunch Bunch 

Readers and Greeters 

Prayers for our Pastor 

 Editor’s note:  This is the 

last installment of an article by 

Joe Iovino originally posted on 

umc.org.      

 As this series come to 

a close, please keep Pastor 

Alan in your prayers in the 

areas mentioned below. 

• Conflict     Conflicts sometimes arise when peo-

ple miscommunicate and disagree. Some con-

flicts are serious, while others are petty.  Pray 

for Pastor Alan’s strength, wisdom, patience and 

discernment as he navigates the conflicts that 

arise. 

•  Vision     United Methodist pastors help set the 

vison for their congregations. Pray that Pastor 

Alan may clearly see where God is leading our 

church and for opportunities for ministries to 

grow in those areas. 

• Finances     Money worries can be a big distrac-

tion.  Pray for financial peace for Pastor Alan, 

both with the congregation’s budget and his 

family finances. 

• Health     Pastor Alan’s physical health is im-

portant. Pray for him to take time to care for his 

body through rest, exercise, and eating well. 

• Encouragement     Pray for Pastor Alan to be en-

couraged today.  Pray that he might know in his 

heart the difference he makes in the lives of in-

dividuals, in our congregation, and in our com-

munity. 
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 Please use sign up sheets to volunteer to 

serve as a Reader of Scripture during  Sunday Wor-

ship Services or a Greeter for the Chapel or 11 am 

Worship Services. 

 Readers for March are: 

9 am Chapel Service 

Garnett Kellam 

11 am Worship Service 

Dottie Smith 

 

 

Greeters for March Worship 

Services 

9 am Chapel Service 

Need Volunteer 

11 am Worship Service 

Martha Simpson 



 

 Gail Walker joined 

Grace in early January, 

coming from Union Bap-

tist Church, Chincoteague. 

She regularly attends Sun-

day’s 11 am worship, sitting near the front!  

 Gail has been active at Grace for over a year, 

contributing her gifts to meals and markets, and 

participating in small group studies. Gail is retired 

from Accomack County Social Services and lives in 

Parksley.  

 Welcome, Gail! 

 Congratulations to    

Meridith Kellam for making the 

Fall Semester Dean’s List at The 

Citadel in Charleston, South 

Carolina. 

 Meridith is in her Junior year at The Citadel 

and is the daughter of John and Anny Kellam.   She 

is the granddaughter of Anne Godwin. 

Dean’s list 

Welcome New Member  

                  Birthdays 

Irene Davis, Mike Childers, Todd Annis, Theresa Lattimore, Wesley Williams,  

Pastor Alan Layman, Richard Turner, Margaret Bull, Doug Broache, Teresa    

Annis, Olivia Burkhead, Teresa Etheridge, Steve McKinzie, Alice Perdue,    

Revell Lewis, Ken Tucker, Meagan Smith, Maureen Morgan, Jimmy Johnson 

   Anniversaries 

 Charlie and Stewart Kambarn    Martin and Margaret Bull     

       Aaron and Shirley Johnson     Alex and Suzanne Joyner   

March Milestones 
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 Deepest sympathy is expressed to the family 

of Nellie Orella Chalmers Eckard, 83, who 

passed away February 18.  She was the wife of Jim-

mie Ronald Eckard and a resident of Parksley.  

Born December 23, 1935 in Woodruff, South Car-

olina, she was a daughter of the late Thomas Clark 

Chalmers and Sara Bobo Chalmers.   

 Nellie held many positions in sales through-

out her working life and her love and interest in 

people were evident throughout allowing her to 

enjoy her work and be enjoyed by those she served. 

 She was active in United Methodist Women 

on both the church and district level.   She was a 

devoted member of Grace and was always willing 

to lend a hand with any project.   

 Nellie is survived by three children, Karl 

Scott Eckard of Charlotte, Kathie Eckard Herrera 

(Juan) of Gainesville, Florida, and Amy Lynn Eck-

ard of Temperanceville; three grandchildren; three 

great-grandchildren; a sister and a niece. 



 

Sincere thanks 
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Community Dinner schedule 

 The next Commu-

nity Dinner will be held 

in LeeMont Hall on 

Wednesday, March 13, 

from 5 pm until 6:30 pm.  

Community Dinners are held once a month, on the 

second Wednesday, in LeeMont Hall at Grace.    

 Please mark your calendars for the following 

Wednesdays:    

 Wednesday, April 10 

 Wednesday, May 8 

 Wednesday, September 11 

 Wednesday, October 9 

 Wednesday, November 13 

 Wednesday, December 11    

  There will be no Community Dinners in 

June, July and August.   

 Menu for the Wednesday, March 13 dinner: 

 Oven Fried Chicken 

 Scalloped Potatoes 

 Marinated Vegetables 

 Hot Rolls (from Ester Blake!) 

 Assorted desserts  

 Beverages 

 There is no charge for the meal but dona-

tions are appreciated.  Reservations are not neces-

sary.   The community is invited! 

Memorial gifts 

 The following me-

morial gifts have been re-

ceived by Grace as of Feb-

ruary 20. 

In Memory of Rose Mott 

Terry Taylor and Bruiser 

 Dottie Smith 

Ruth Ann Roache 

 Frank and Darlene Drummond 

Carl and Wanda Ballance 

J. Kenneth Lang 

Dixie Childers 

 Johnny and Peggy Williams 

Anne B. Godwin 

 Tim and Sharon Parks 

Don & Bonnie Jamison 

Martha Simpson 

Bradley E. Watkins 

 Rob and Lou Bloxom 

Rebecca Chew 

 Cecil and Marie Marshall 

Dr. John and Evelyn Reese 

 Mac and Elsie Mackie 

 Margie Byrd 

  Douglas and Judy Zimmerman 

 

In Memory of Gloria Johnson 

Anne B. Godwin 

 I am sincerely thankful to everyone who has offered support and encourage-

ment during my recent treatments for cancer.   The prayers, phone calls, food and more 

have been cheerful and greatly appreciated.    Thank you!  Angie Sturgis 



 

wife, Anne in Panama City, Panama.  He was trans-

ported to the local hospital and from there to a pri-

vate hospital in Panama.  He passed away from 

complications of the virus on Sunday, February 18.  

 Please keep Pastor Ken’s family and the con-

gregation of Melfa UMC in your prayers. 

------------------------ 

 A Lay Servant Course entitled Devotional Life 

and the Wesleyan Tradition lead by the Reverend Bren-

da L. Laws, will be held at New Beginnings UMC 

on Chincoteague beginning on March 12.   

 It’s great for Lent as it is structured around 

Wesley’s “means of grace.” This course covers Scrip-

ture, the Lord’s Supper and fasting which were all 

major features in John Wesley’s devotional life. 

 Participants can order the "Devotional Life 

in the Wesleyan Tradition a Workbook" by Steve 

Harper on line.  For more information call the Dis-

trict Office at 665-6295. 

------------------------ 

 The Council of Bishops called a Special Ses-

sion of the General Conference of  The United 

Methodist Church to be held February 23-26, in St. 

Louis, Missouri.  The purpose was to act on a re-

port from the Council of Bishops based on the rec-

ommendations of the Commission on a Way For-

ward.  

 The 32-member Commission was appointed 

to examine paragraphs in The Book of Discipline con-

cerning human sexuality and explore options to 

strengthen the unity of the church. 

 Information on the General Conference de-

cisions will be reported in the April newsletter. 

 Fresh Expressions is 

coming to the Shore!  Learn 

how to reach all kinds of 

people in all kinds of plac-

es!  Imagine church for 

those who don't do church! 

• Do you struggle to connect with people outside 

your church community? 

• Is Sunday worship your only method for intro-

ducing your neighbors to Jesus? 

• Do people in your church have non-Christian 

friends? 

• Are you struggling to connect with outsiders? 

• Did your last outreach effort fall flat? 

• Do you need a common passion to unite your 

staff? 

• Is it time to rethink your strategy? 

• Does the state of the church fill you with anxie-

ty? 

 If you answered yes to some or most of 

these questions, then Fresh Expressions Vision Day 

is for you!  *Bring a team to the "Fresh Expressions 

Vision Day"  

 The event is hosted at Franktown UMC, 

7551 Bayside Road, Franktown, VA 23354 on 

May 18 from  9:30 am until 3:30 pm. 

Registration is $25 per person 

Information/Online registration:  FreshExpres-

sionsUS.org/event/VisionDayEasternShore  

-------------------------- 

 It was with profound sadness to report that 

the Reverend Kenneth G. Swick, pastor of Melfa 

UMC) contracted a virus while vacationing with his 
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Eastern Shore District News 
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Thrift Shop News 

  March Children’s-Youth Ministry news 

 We have many visions for the 

youth at Grace Church.  Some are de-

signed for them to get to know one an-

other a little better; some are designed 

for them to be more integrated to the 

Grace community as a whole.   

 Bible Explorers takes place the 

2nd and 4th Sunday of each month, March 10 and 

24.  It follows Children’s Time in the 11 am Wor-

ship Service and is geared towards grades 3 

through 7.   

 Games and Goodies is a multi-

generational (ages 8 and up) time of fellowship, 

board and card games.  We meet on the 2nd Sunday 

each month after 11 am worship (March 10). 

Lunch is provided.    

 We need your help!  Please consider donat-

   Snow the night be-

fore and temperatures in the 

teens made it hard to get out 

early but the first Thrift Shop 

of 2019, which took place on Saturday, February 2, 

was a success nevertheless.  For the brave souls who 

ventured out, there was good shopping.   For the 

determined volunteers, the morning brought satis-

faction that $200 was raised to help Central Ac-

comack Little League to be used for scholarship.  

Another $200 was used to offset expenses for the 

February Community Dinner.   

 Grace will have a Thrift Shop from 8 am un-

til noon, every other month.  Half of the profit 

from each event will be used for a specific charity 

and half will be used to help finance a once a month 

Community Meal in LeeMont Hall. 

 The next sale is Saturday, April 6, in 

LeeMont Hall.  Items for sale will include spring 

clothing, shoes, jackets, suits, purses and household 

items.  Half of the profit will be given to Metomp-

kin Elementary School to help with field trips fees 

and meals for students in need. 

   Donations can be dropped off at Grace any 

time during office hours.  Volunteers are needed to 

help with each Thrift Shop!!     

ing drinks and snacks or volunteer to 

make lunch!  Donate (or just bring) 

board and card games.  Join us!   

 Youth Gatherings are activi-

ties and “hanging out” in Christian fash-

ion.  We will begin with the 4th to 8th 

grade crowd (“Middle Schoolers”) from 

noon until 1:30 pm, beginning on Sunday, March 

24.  Bring a friend!    

 You can help!  Do you have a Foosball Table, 

Air Hockey Table, Ping Pong Table, Bumper Pool 

Table, or other such game you can donate?  Donate 

drinks, snacks.  Volunteer to help supervise our 

gatherings.  Prepare and present an activity or craft.  

Volunteer to provide transportation for outings.  

Consider having us visit your home for an outing.   

We need high school students to work with our 

younger group. 
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nomination.   Whatever the deci-

sion, each church will be affected 

in some way and someone will be 

unhappy but the decision on 

where the church stands will have 

made.   

 When I think about our 

world today, there is so much that 

divides us...and I won’t begin to 

make that list here.   However, at 

Grace we demonstrate every Sun-

day that people who feel strongly 

about issues can coexist.  The fact 

that our Republican State Dele-

gate and Democrat State Senator 

can sit in the same sanctuary, 

peacefully listening to the same 

message every week and remain 

friends in Christ is a signal to us 

 I don’t remember a time 

when there has been so much rain.  

The ground EVERYWHERE is 

soaked and spongy.  It almost has a 

feeling of slipperiness because it is 

so saturated.  Bet we’ll be looking 

for some of that rain this summer 

when it gets hot and dry.   

 The United Methodist 

Church has come to a major point 

in its history.  By the time this 

newsletter is delivered, a decision 

will have been made about the di-

rection of our denomination.   

 The called General Confer-

ence will address wording in the 

Discipline and the position of the 

global United Methodist Church 

about homosexuality in our de-

all there is more that draws us 

together than separates us.  Our 

faith in God, the desire to help 

those in need, the willingness to 

work towards common goals, and 

our belief that Jesus died on the 

cross to save us…..these are 

things that bind us and give us 

strength as individuals and as a 

church community.   

 As things in our denomi-

nation take shape, we should 

think about where we fit.  It’s not 

going to be easy, but things that 

are worthwhile seldom are.

 Working things out, one 

way or the other, will take time 

and careful consideration.  We’re 

all in it together 

From the Editor 
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News Briefs and Notes 

Lisa W. Lewis  

• Church Council will meet at 7 pm, Monday, 

March 11, in the Upper Room.  

• The deadline for the April issue of Notes from 

Grace is 9 am, Wednesday, March 20. 

• As of February 20, average attendance for wor-

ship  for the past 52 weeks is 99;  collections 

year to date are $26,810.10 and the amount 

which has been given to mission, nurture and 

outreach this year is $5,063.93.   

• Choir practice is Sunday mornings at 10:30 ex-

cept on March 31 when it is at 11 am.   

• Food Bank Sunday is March 24.  Please bring 

your canned goods and non perishables on or 

before that day.   

• Please use the sign up sheets in the Narthex 

and Reception area of the Education Building for 

greeters, readers and sanctuary flowers.   

 Daylight 

Saving Time be-

gins on Sunday, 

March 10.  Don’t 

forget to set your 

clocks AHEAD 

one hour before 

you go to be on 

Saturday night! 
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1 

Church Office 
Closed 

2   

3   

  9 am Chapel Service 

10:30 am Choir Prac-
tice 

11 am Worship   

6 pm Evening Worship 

4 

 

5   

 

6     Ash 
Wednesday 

6:30 am - 6:30 pm 
Sanctuary open  

8 am Morning Pray-
er (Sanctuary) 

 

7 

 

8 

Church Office 
Closed 

 

9 

 

10  DST Begins! 

  9 am Chapel Service 

10:30 am Choir Prac-
tice 

11 am Worship Service
(& Bible Explorers) 

Noon Games and 
Goodies 

 6 pm Evening Worship 

11   

7 pm Church 
Council Meeting 

12 

 

13 

8 am Morning Pray-
er 

5-6:30 pm Commu-
nity Dinner 

6:30 pm Mission 
Team Meeting 

 

14 

 

15  

Church Office 
Closed 

 

 

16 

 

17  St. Patrick’s Day  

  9 am Chapel Service 

10:30 am Choir Prac-
tice 

11 am Worship   

6 pm Evening Worship 

 

18 

 

19 

 

20 

8 am Morning Pray-
er 

9 am Newsletter 
Deadline  

Noon  Lunch Bunch 
at Crossroads Coffee 
Shop in Onley 

21 

 

22 
Church Office 
Closed 

 

23 

 

24   Food Bank Sun-
day 

  9 am Chapel Service 

10:30 am Choir Prac-
tice 

11 am Worship Service
(& Bible Explorers)  

 Noon Youth Gather-
ings 

 6 pm Evening Worship 
 
----------------------- 

31  5th Sunday  

10 am ONE Worship  
Service 

11 am Choir Practice 

11 am Brunch 

NO Evening Worship 

25  
 
 
 

 
 

 26   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

27   

8 am Morning Pray-
er 

 

28 

 

29 

Church Office 
Closed 

30 
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