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Inside this issue: 

 C. Alan Layman, Pastor 

“Holy New Year!” 

 “Holy New Year, Batman!” as the expression goes. Can it possibly be 

2018 already?  I am preparing for 2018 ministries and worship when the 

Christmas season is not yet behind us.  It’s a little daunting!  In our home, we 

will gather with our new family to celebrate new Christmas traditions on the 

first weekend in January.  It remains to be seen if all the decorations will still be 

up. 

 In Christmas we celebrate that God comes to dwell among us bearing 

gifts of hope, love, joy and peace.  Yet as the new year comes upon us, the chal-

lenges of 2017 remain.  It has been a tumultuous year characterized by bitter 

partisan politics, a shifting and oft frightening international scene, and “fake 

news.”  Our nation suffered the greatest mass shooting incident in history, 

along with scene after scene of multiple murders in schools, malls and church-

es.  Most every day, new allegations surface of sexual abuse of women by men 

in business, entertainment and government.  And racial conflict, something 

many of us thought resolved long ago, has resurfaced with vengeance. 

 The church is neither immune to nor above the conflict and division.  

The United Methodist Church continues to seek a “way forward” to maintain 

unity for making disciples of Jesus while potentially splitting in two over who is 

deemed disciple-worthy.  

 All of which is to say that many of us come to 2018 feeling anxious 

about what the new year might hold.  

 Is it possible we need a fresh outlook?  What might it look like to set 

aside our personal agendas for the greater good?  Instead of waiting for God to 

come and fix the world, what if God is waiting for us to get with God’s pro-

gram?  

 Not long ago a pastor was asked how he led his diverse congregation, 

one in which the “sides” struggled to understand one another.  “The Bible”, he 

replied. “Regardless of our differences, we share See Pastor’s Letter, next page 



 

the Bible. It is our common ground.” 

 From the “Aha!” of Epiphany on January 3, to the “Alleluia!” of Easter on April 1, we will establish 

our common ground.  Each week, worship and preaching will be centered on the Old and New Testa-

ment texts from the Revised Common Lectionary.  No sermon series, no pre-determined themes.  We 

will allow the natural rhythms of the Biblical story to be our agenda. 

 Together we will discover who Jesus is as told in the fast-moving Gospel of Mark.  Those accounts 

of revelation and healing are paired with Old Testament stories from Genesis and Jonah, among others. 

From the season of discovery about Jesus, we will transition into Lent, a time of self-discovery.  If we al-

low the Bible to be our shared agenda, what might we learn about ourselves? 

 A fresh approach to hearing God’s word, reestablishing our common ground, extends in the new 

year to a fresh approach to ministry.  We have launched a new website; a fresh look for Grace 

(www.graceumcesva.com).  We will be creating a new pictorial directory – fresh images for a new sea-

son.  

 Teams are forming to plan, prepare and implement mission, outreach, nurturing, and worship 

ministries to the church, community and beyond.  Our emphasis will be on ministering with and for peo-

ple, connecting people within and outside the church.  We want to expand our involvement, get new ide-

as and energy into serving.  We want to follow Jesus’ example and bring more people to the table. 

 This fresh approach reminds us that the operational aspects of our church – finance, trustees, staff-

parish relations – are essential to the support of the ministries.  To that end, Church Council is making 

room at the table, too, welcoming the ministry team leaders. 

 So here’s an invitation to each of you: take a fresh look at Grace.  If there is someplace you would 

like to connect, go for it!  Attend a team meeting or church council, volunteer to contribute, offer to par-

ticipate.  If there is something you would like to see the church involved in, bring it to the table.  Let’s 

take a fresh look at what we are doing. 

 Come as you are, whoever you are.  You are welcome here.  Who knows, 2018 could truly be a 

Holy New Year.  
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Continued from previous page 

Articles written by Pastor Alan Layman have a cross next to the title. 

It’s the time of year for snow! 

 In the event of inclement weather during the winter months, cancel-

lations will be announced on WESR, Facebook, via email and by members 

calling members.  If you prefer a phone call, please call the Church Office 

(665-4783) and give the phone number you would like to have called. 

http://www.graceumcesva.com


 

Dining with Friends 
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 Dining with Friends 

was held at the home of Rev-

ell and Lisa Lewis in Decem-

ber.  It was a snowy night but 

a total of 16 people attended.  

The meal was spaghetti and 

meat sauce with selections of appetizers,  bread, 

salads and desserts.  It was a fun evening undamp-

ened by the weather! 

  Dining with Friends will take a month off in 

January and will resume monthly gatherings in Feb-

ruary.  Even if you don’t feel that you can take on 

the role as host, join us for dinner!  The important 

thing is to be a part of the evening.  If you would 

like to host the group, please call Martha Simpson, 

665-5840. 

 The Parksley Community Yard Sale will take 

place on Saturday, June 2.  As you clean out your 

closets and storage spaces during the winter and 

spring months, don’t forget to save your unwanted 

items for the sale!    

A Thank you to the Layman’s 

Memorials 

 As of December 18,  
Grace has received following 
memorial gifts : 
  

 

 In memory of Dale Parker Ray  
 

  Martha Simpson 
  Ellen Wessells 
  Anne Godwin 
  Revell and Lisa Lewis 

 The congregation of 

Grace was treated to an as-

sortment of desserts at the 

home of Pastor Alan and Ju-

lie Layman following the 

Wednesday Night Supper on 

December 13.  Julie had prepared cakes, multiple 

types of cookies, toffee, and had two types of 

punch for everyone’s enjoyment.   

 A large group of folks attended the Open 

House.  The house was decorated with Christmas 

trees, miniature houses and other treasurers col-

lected over the years.  Thank you for your hospitali-

ty!  The congregation is very appreciative of being 

invited for a nice evening with such a delicious of-

fering of desserts.   

 AHA! It's Epiphany!  

Epiphany is the third season of 

the Christian year, following 

Advent and Christmas.  

 Epiphany follows the 

twelve days of Christmas and 

marks the revealing of Jesus as 

the Christ.  Biblical stories for the epiphany include 

the coming of the Magi (Matthew 2:1-12) and Je-

sus' presentation in the Temple where Simeon and 

Anna proclaim the baby to be the Messiah (Luke 

2:22-38).  

 During Epiphany, the green paraments are 

returned to use, symbolizing a season of growth 

and learning.  Epiphany concludes this year on Val-

entines Day, February 14,which is Ash Wednesday, 

the beginning of the season of Lent. 

Epiphany 
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 January Wednesday Night Suppers*  
 

Wednesday, January 24 Menu to be announced 

Wednesday, January 31 Menu to be announced 
 

Supper is served from 5:30 pm until 7 pm.  

Suppers are $8 for adults, $4 for children ages 6-12, under age 6 are free.  Families who live under 

the same roof can enjoy the meal for a maximum charge of $25.   

*While not anticipated, menus may change due to unforeseen circumstances 

January ,  20 1 8  

January suppers 

 Wednesday 

Night Suppers in Janu-

ary will resume on 

Wednesday, January 

24.  We appreciate 

your comments and 

suggestions for the din-

ners and we are work-

ing with Mallard's to modify the menus to incorpo-

rate traditional favorites.  

 When dinners resume on January 24, we are 

expanding the hours.  Hot food will be available 

from 5:30 pm to 7:00 pm.  It is hoped that this ex-

pansion of time will allow families with children in 

after school activities an opportunity to be a part of 

this important time of fellowship.  Please make an 

effort to attend the meals to enjoy fellowship with 

the congregation and community! 

 Menus for the two meals in January had not 

been received as of press time.  Menus will be an-

nounced in Sunday bulletins and on Facebook.  You 

can also call the Church Office to find out what we 

are having, 665-4783. 

 Over the 

past few years, 

items have started 

to accumulate 

around Grace in all 

places available.  Closets, storage rooms, nooks and 

crannies have become full of items that need to be 

gone through, sorted and either stored in a correct 

place—OR thrown away! 

 Pastor Alan has vowed to go through the 

areas with a vengeance!  If you would like to help, 

cleanout will begin on January 8, and will continue 

until the task is completed.   

 Call the Church Office for more infor-

mation, 665-4783. 

 People who are looking for a church often 

visit the church’s web site to see what is going on.  

We have lots of activities which might interest 

someone looking for a new place to worship.  Let’s 

show them who we are!  Email pictures to 

gracees@verizon.net  

clean it out! 

Do you have pictures? 
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Children’s coloring Page 



 

To the Congregation of Grace,  

 Thank you for your visits, 

flowers, food and prayers during my 

most recent surgery.  They were great-

ly appreciated! 

  Connie Taylor  

      

 It’s hard to believe 

that it has been four years 

since Grace had a pictori-

al directory made.  Dur-

ing that time, we have 

added many new mem-

bers and changed pastors!   

 A new pictorial 

directory is already in the 

works.  Beginning in the afternoon on Monday, 

February 12 and  continuing on Tuesday, February 

13, pictures will be taken of the congregation.  

Grace has taken proactive steps to insure that wait 

times and other problems that occurred during the 

last session will not happen again.    

 A pictorial directory is an invaluable tool for  

pastors and new members.  There will be more in-

formation about the directory in Sunday bulletins 

in January.   

 Registration will begin in early January.   

New Directory is in the Works 

 If you ever want to wit-

ness  the generosity of the con-

gregation of Grace you should 

visit the church office during De-

cember!   Last month the office 

was full of gifts for Social Ser-

vice’s “Angels”, gifts for residents of Riverside 

Shore Rehabilitation Center and bags upon bags of 

reverse Advent groceries for Food Bank.   

 Thanks to everyone who gave so generously! 

 Children's Church 

meets on Sundays with 

Kassie Taylor and Ellen John-

son teaching the children Bi-

ble stories and Christian val-

ues through use of age-

appropriate lessons and ac-

tivities.  The group meets 

weekly following the children's time with Pastor 

Alan in the 11 am worship service.  

Children’s Church 

Worship Service greeters 

 We need Greeters 

for the services in January 

and for months ahead in the 

new year.  Please take a mo-

ment to consider welcom-

ing folks to worship ser-

vices!  This important job 

let’s each person who ar-

rives on Sundays have a smiling face greet them and 

welcome them to worship.  The Greeter answers 

questions, passes out bulletins and makes sure that 

everyone feels welcome.  Sign up sheets are in the 

Narthex and Education Building! 

Christian Giving 
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• District Conference    Sunday, January 

7,  4 pm ,  Nandua High School, Onley.  

The Reverend Scott Davis, District Super-

intendent from the Lynchburg District, 

will be the speaker.   

• Lay Servant Ministry 

Basic Course     January 13, 

and 27 .  This is the first step 

in becoming a recognized lay 

servant.  It focuses on 3 pri-

mary areas of lay servant min-

istry: leading, caring and com-

municating.  It's designed to 

help you answer, "Is God call-

ing you to serve in your church as a repre-

sentative of Christian ministries of witness, 

nurture, or outreach?"  Instructors are Jen-

nifer Hume, Barbara Justis, Brenda Laws.  

The course takes place on two Saturdays:  

January 13, and January 27,  9 am - 2:30 

pm, at Grace UMC.  Participants must at-

tend each session of their course in order 

to receive certification.  For course prepa-

ration and questions, contact 

jhumeva@yahoo.com. 

Total Fee: $10 per course.  Lunch is not 

included in the registration fee.  Please 

bring a bag lunch, snacks and beverage. 

Fo r  mo re  i n fo r ma t io n , c a l l  t h e  D i s -

t r i c t  O f f i c e  a t  6 6 5 - 6 2 9 5 .  

• Polar Duck Dip     Saturday, January 27,  at 

Occohannock on the Bay Camp and Retreat 

Center.  Don’t delay. Register today for the Po-

lar Duck Dip and continue to help this wonder-

ful ministry reach our community, youth, and 

Eastern Shore District News 
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everyone far and near. The Dip will 

be followed by a lunch.  There will be a “Best 

Dressed Dipper” Contest so be creative in 

your dipping costume.   

Start early on getting folks to sponsor you for 

your dip in Occohannock Creek.  

Ask Pastor Alan, contact the Camp 

Office, visit the easternshoredis-

trictumc.org, or sign up and pay 

online.  Make sure you have all your 

"Ducks" in a row before joining us. 

 Young dippers need their parent/

guardian present.  

Don’t want to dip? You can always 

sponsor someone and show up to cheer them 

on!  All non-dippers will need to pay a dona-

tion in order to eat.   Remember that all pro-

ceeds go to the Camp’s ministry.   

• Bishop's Chat and Chew 2.0     February 

17,  8:15 am - 1:30 pm, for the Tidewater Re-

gion, at Ebenezer UMC, Suffolk.  Eastern 

Shore District clergy and laity will participate -

-transportation will be provided. Guided by 

God’s Spirit, Bishop Lewis has dis-

cerned that the emphasis for the Chat 

and Chew 2.0 will focus on the work of 

The Commission on the Way Forward 

regarding unity and human sexuality, 

allowing lay and clergy voices across 

the conference to engage directly in 

this conversation. Registration is  now 

open at the District Website  https://

www.easternshoredistrictumc.org/chat

-and-chew-20.html or call the District 

Office at 665-6295.   

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.easternshoredistrictumc.org%2Fchat-and-chew-20.html&data=02%7C01%7C%7C017cb3ec5a304988cd8c08d54217a67b%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636487592663227081&sdata=xnQgtgHT8eWfzABS
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.easternshoredistrictumc.org%2Fchat-and-chew-20.html&data=02%7C01%7C%7C017cb3ec5a304988cd8c08d54217a67b%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636487592663227081&sdata=xnQgtgHT8eWfzABS
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.easternshoredistrictumc.org%2Fchat-and-chew-20.html&data=02%7C01%7C%7C017cb3ec5a304988cd8c08d54217a67b%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636487592663227081&sdata=xnQgtgHT8eWfzABS


 

 Each month, we celebrate special days in the lives of our church 

family including birthdays, anniversaries and graduations.  If you have an 

event or achievement you would like to share, please let us know!   If we 

overlook a special occasion for you or someone you know, please call the 

church office so we may announce it in the next issue of the newsletter. 
 

                     Birthdays 

Pat Taylor, Chris Miles, Karen Deuter, Don Jamison, Betty Annis, Julie 

Layman, Linda Jackson, Darlene Drummond, Tucker Krouse, Angie Sturgis, Lisa Anderson Lloyd, Allison 

Penney Miller, Cheyenne Burnside, Caroline Harvie, Robert Wessells, Andrea Mason, John Parks, Jr., Su-

zanne Joyner, Garry Drummond, Rachael Kellam, Jason Heintzelman, Brian Reese, Kevin Melson, Tony 

Like, Tyler Hart, Lisa Crockett, M.J. Perdue, Kenny Greene, Carolin Tyler, Allen Thornton, Bill Hall 
 

Anniversaries 

Sam and Paula Belote     Margie and Bill Byrd 

                               Rob Slocum and Nancy Eskridge     Robert and Regina Smith 

January Milestones 

 Congratulations 

to Pastor Alan Layman 

who was recently se-

lected to attend the Vir-

ginia Clergy Leadership 

Program for 2018.  He 

plans to enhance and build skills to develop model-

ing behavior, preaching prophetically, and connect-

ing the church with the community.   

 The sessions begin in January and run every 

other month through November.  There are a lim-

ited number of candidates who are chosen for this 

program.  Pastor Alan feels that his work through 

these sessions will enhance his ability to grow Grace 

through behavior, preaching and outreach into the 

community.   
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Congratulations  



 

Thank you! 

 Each year we look back at the year just passed and we take the 

opportunity to thanks those who serve Grace.  It takes many hands to 

keep the church humming along and listed here are some of those who 

may often be unrecognized.  Whether it’s working at the church, at 

home, providing financial resources or keeping the congregation in 

your prayers, thanks to all who keep Grace moving forward!   

 - Thanks to those who give flowers for the Worship Services in the Sanctuary and Chapel.  

 - Thanks to Ushers, Greeters, Scripture Readers and Stewards each Sunday. 

 - Thanks to the people who help fold and label the newsletters and bulletins. 

 - Thanks to the Choir members who spend hours learning new songs.  

 - Thanks to Kenny Lang and Kathy Kutz who provide music for worship and special occasions. 

 - Thanks to the men and women who spent time working on benevolent projects. 

 - Thanks to the church officers who give their time, brainpower and talents. 

 - Thanks to the people who provide care to others through crafts, food, money or deeds. 

 - Thanks to everyone who participated in any way for Vacation Bible School.   

 - Thanks to everyone who generously gives to programs like the Angel Tree, college student care 

packages, school supplies, and gifts for residents of Riverside Shore Rehab.  

 - Thanks to all those who willingly and generously gave to the Christmas love offering. 

 - Thanks to all the people who helped with the Wednesday Night Suppers by collecting the money, 

setting tables, cleaning up and more.  Thanks to Mallards for preparing the food! 

 - Thanks to all who provide coffee and sweets for the Hospitality Room on Sunday mornings.  

 - Thanks to Elsie Mackie for preparing Communion Sundays. 

 - Thanks to everyone who helped with Trunk or Treat and the Community Thanksgiving Dinner. 

 - Thanks to Margie Byrd for making sure the church accounts are in order.  

 - Thanks to Jim Eckard who picks up and delivers our mail each day and also delivers food dona-

tions to the Food Bank   

 - Thanks to Dottie Smith for keeping the Church Office in order and Robin Ford keeping Grace 

looking neat and clean.  Thanks to Kassie Taylor and Ellen Johnson for taking care of our children in the 

Nursery and teaching in Children’s Church on Sunday mornings. 

 - Thanks to all the committees who meet, work and do the church’s business. 

 - Thanks to Lisa Lewis for keeping us all informed through the Notes newsletter. 

 - Thanks to everyone who spends countless hours planning, coordinating and participating in the 

many fundraising projects so that Grace can continue to help others.  

 - Thanks to everyone who gave time and donations for the Grace Yard Sale and Fall Market. 

 - Thanks to Elsie Mackie all the volunteers who work with our children in Church School 

 - Thanks to Pastor Alan who guides us, teaches us and nurtures us.  We also thank Julie Layman for 

her delicious desserts, her hospitality and her caring for our congregation.  
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have certainly had our share in the 

past few years!   We should keep 

our eyes open to routine mainte-

nance however so that our beauti-

ful church stays in good condi-

tion. 

 This month’s newsletter 

includes the 2018 Officers and 

Budget.  There are lots of new 

names on the list of officers!   

Leadership in the church is a re-

sponsibility that is available to all 

of us…..and we should jump at 

the chance to participate.  Having 

your voice heard is part of the joy 

of membership at Grace!  Each 

person has gifts and skills and we 

need to have all of those front and 

center for the various projects 

that take place.   

 The budget is aggressive 

 As I write this column, 

Christmas is a few days away and 

2018 is even more distant.  It’s 

cold outside and it looks like snow.  

I wish it would!  It’s always so pretty 

when it snows and everything is 

decorated for Christmas! 

 The new year will bring 

with it lots of activities and events 

at Grace.  We will be getting a new 

directory!  I can hardly wait.  It is 

so helpful to have a picture to 

show someone when they can’t 

remember a person’s name!  I’m 

SURE Pastor Alan and Julie will 

appreciate having it for that rea-

son!  Please participate! 

 This is the first year in a 

while that we don’t have a con-

struction project lined up at the 

church or in the parsonage.  We 

and includes a new line item.  It is 

hoped that money can routinely be 

set aside to help offset major capi-

tal needs such as a new roof, new 

heating and cooling systems and 

other big-ticket items such as 

those.  Setting aside the money is 

the plan, but that means we should 

all consider stepping up our giving 

a little to help make that possible.   

 As we all look towards the 

new year, we should keep dear to 

our hearts those we lost in the past 

year.  They are on a journey we 

will all make one day.  

 The new year will bring joy, 

excitement, sorrow and hope.  

Each of those things will come to 

us all.  Having faith that God will 

get us through it is truly the gift of  

a Happy New Year. 

From the Editor 
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News Briefs and Notes 

Lisa W. Lewis  

• Church Council will meet at 7 pm, Monday, 

January 8, in the Upper Room.  

• As of December 18, average attendance for wor-

ship  for the year is 92;  collections year to date 

are $230,918.89 and the amount which has 

been given to mission, nurture and outreach is 

$47,795.89.   

• The deadline for the February issue of Notes from 

Grace is 9 am Thursday, January 25. 

• The Lunch Bunch plans have not been finalized 

for January.  Please watch the Church Bulletins 

for more information about when and where the 

group will meet in January.   

• The Pastor Parish Relations Committee will 

meet with both incoming and outgoing mem-

bers at noon, on Wednesday January 10, in the 

Upper Room.   

• Discount Cards are available and are good 

through 2018.   Cards give the holder discounts 

at local businesses listed on the card.  Terry Tay-

lor, 665-6266, has them for sale; you can also 

get them from the Church Office.  Proceeds 

from the sale of cards benefit the Coalition 

Against Domestic Violence.  Cards sell for $20. 

• Seasons of Grace Cookbooks are available at the 

Church Office!  $15 per copy. 
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JANUARY 2018 
 

 
M O N  T U E  W E D  T H U  F R I  S A T  

 

 

1 2 3 

8 am Morning 
Prayer 

NO Church Supper  

 4 

 

5 

 

 

6 

 

7   

  9 am Chapel Service 

11 am Worship  

4 pm ES District Con-
ference  

  6 pm Evening Wor-
ship 

8 

7 pm Church 
Council Meeting 

 

Clean out the clos-
ets begins at 
Grace! 

9 

 

10 

8 am Morning 
Prayer 

Noon PPR Com-
mittee Meeting 

NO Church Supper  

 
 

11 

 

12 

 

 

13 

9:30 Lay Servant 
Ministry Course 

14   

  9 am Chapel Service 

11 am Worship    

  6 pm Evening Wor-
ship 

 

15     Martin 
Luther King, Jr. 
Day 

16 

 

17 

8 am Morning 
Prayer 

NO Church Supper 

 

18   

 

19   

 

 

 

 

20 

 

21   

  9 am Chapel Service 

11 am Worship  

  6 pm Evening Wor-
ship 

 

 

22 

 

23 

 

24 

8 am Morning 
Prayer  

5:30-7 pm Church 
Supper 

 

25 

9 am Newsletter 
Deadline  

 

26 
 

27 

9:30 Lay Servant 
Ministry Course 

Polar Duck Dip at 
Camp Occohan-
nock 

28    
  9 am Chapel Service 

11 am Worship  

  6 pm Evening Wor-
ship   
 

 

 

 

29   
 
 
 
 
 
 
———————  
 

 30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
—————— 

 

31 

8 am Morning 
Prayer  

5:30-7 pm Church 
Supper 
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 Monday    9am - 3pm 
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 Wednesday   9 am to 10 am at Grace then 10 am to noon
       at the Club Car Café (stop by for a visit!)  
 Thursday No Office Hours - Sermon Writing Day 
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 Organist    Kenny Lang 
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 Custodian    Robin Ford  
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    Kassie Taylor 
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