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It Only Takes A Spark… 

 

 August makes me think about summer’s end. It’s not yet arrived, there 

are weeks until Labor Day, yet it won’t be long until schools start, vacations 

end, and the weather cools.  As I enjoy the last few weeks of summer, I have 

one eye on its eventual end. 

 Ecclesiastes tells us that there is a season and a time for everything un-

der heaven (Ecc 3:1-8).  Each season’s end is also a new beginning; summer’s 

end is the start of fall colors as nature runs her course.  Just as the loss of a 

job opens the door to some new venture, or graduating from school provides 

the means to a new phase of life.  Relocating to a new home or community 

creates opportunities and benefits that could not have been imagined when 

leaving the old place. 

 August brings us into our third and final Act of Windswept.  The end is 

in sight.  We will experience three stories of life transformation.  In each, an 

old way of life draws to a close, and a new life begins. In our religious vernac-

ular we refer to these as “conversion” stories.  They are a personal account of 

being born again, just as Jesus proffered to Nicodemus in the nighttime (John 

3:1-21).  

 But the conversion stories told in Acts involve much more than a sin-

gle person’s transformation.  Time and time again, the disciple who is God’s 

agent in the conversion undergoes a transformation of their own!  And every-

one touched by the merciful grace of God passes it on to countless others.  As 

the hymn Pass It On says, “It only takes a spark to get a fire going.” 

 I wonder, when we reach the end of August, will we be fanning the 

flames?   The end of Windswept might just be the beginning of something new 

at Grace.  
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Articles written by Pastor Alan Layman have a cross next to the title. 

  Mark Your Calendar   

Sunday, September 16 Annual Fish Fry at Rob and Lou Bloxom’s  

Saturday , October 6  Fall Market and  Yard Sale, Parksley Golden Spike Festival 

Wednesday, October 31 Halloween ‘Trunk or Treat’ in Parksley 

Wednesday, November 21 Thanksgiving Eve Worship Service at Grace 

Sunday, December 2  First Sunday in Advent 

Date to be determined  Blue Christmas Worship Service 

Monday, December 24 Christmas Eve Worship Services 

Tuesday, December 25 Christmas Day 

 Greeters are an important part of hospitality during worship ser-

vices at Grace.  Please consider signing up to welcome members and 

visitors alike to Sunday services.  Sign up sheets for Greeters are in the 

Narthex and Education Building 

 The Greeter for the Chapel Service in August is Julie Layman.  

Greeter for the 11 am Worship Services in August is Shirley Johnson. 

four ministry teams will meet to discuss how hospi-

tality extends throughout Grace.  The Mission, Nur-

ture, Outreach and Worship teams will discuss how 

we welcome the stranger and care for our guests in 

all aspects of our discipleship.  Everyone is invited to 

come and participate in the conversation. 

 For Sarah and Abraham, the generous hospi-

tality they gave to their guests resulted in an unex-

pected blessing.  God was among the guests and 

promised the elderly couple a son would be born to 

them, and indeed, Isaac arrived a year later. 

 What might God be waiting to give us? 

Extending Hospitality!  

Greeters 

 In Genesis 18, there’s a 

great story of three men who 

drop in on Abraham and Sarah at 

their camp “under the oaks of 

Mamre.”  Abraham goes to them, 

greets them, inviting them to 

stay and rest.  He offers a “little 

water” and a “little bread” to re-

fresh themselves.  Then he, Sarah 

and their servants prepare a bountiful meal of calf, 

curds and milk.  This is a classic Bible story of ex-

tending generous hospitality to strangers. 

 On Wednesday night, August 8 at 6 pm, our 
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 Leadership Teams will 

meet at 6 pm, on Wednesday, 

August 8, in LeeMont Hall.   

 All members of the 

teams should attend this quar-

terly meeting.  Planning for Fall 

activities and events will be dis-

cussed. 

 Worship Team:  Pastor Alan Layman, Kenny 

Lang, Suzanne Joyner, Brant Bloxom, Angie Sturgis, 

Ann Bull, Dottie Smith, Elsie Mackie 

Nurturing Team:   Martha Simpson, Madison 

Powell, Shirley Johnson, Rebecca Hudson, Lisa 

Lewis, Connie Taylor, Marie Marshall, Jodie 

Greene, Faye Foster, Frank Russell 

Outreach Team:  Rita Whittaker, Jennifer Lee, 

Elsie Mackie, Amy Davis, Lisa Lewis, Jen Bengtson, 

John Zadoc Lewis, Chuck Taylor 

Missions Team:   Richard Lewis, Rob Bloxom, 

Finn Hinman  (Benevolence Team—Pastor Alan, 

Don Foster, Margie Byrd, Janice Hart) 

 Please call your team Leader if you are una-

ble to attend.   

 There will be a planning 

meeting for Fall Market at 1 pm, 

August 14, in the Upper Room.   

Fall Market will take place on Sat-

urday, October 6, the same day as 

Parksley’s Golden Spike Festival.  If 

you are interested in volunteering for the event or 

have ideas you would like to share, please attend! 

Gifts and skills wanted 

Seasons of Grace  

cookbooks are  

available at the  

Church Office!   

 

Makes a great gift! 

 

$15 per copy. 

 The Lay Leadership 

(Nominating) Committee will 

meet at 6:30 pm on Tuesday, 

August 14, in the Upper Room.  

This committee works with the 

pastor over a period of weeks 

to fill the leadership positions at 

Grace with people who have gifts and skills in the 

areas where we need leadership.  Committee mem-

bers are Jodie Greene, Shirley Johnson, Tommye 

Sue Thornton, Connie Taylor, Kassie Taylor, Stewart 

Kambarn, Don Foster (Lay Leader) and Pastor Alan 

Layman. 

 If you are interested in becoming more ac-

tive in the leadership of Grace, please talk with Pas-

tor Alan or any of the committee members about 

the areas which interest you.  There are many posi-

tions which need filling!   

 Teams to Meet  

Fall market meeting 
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 Each month, we celebrate special days in the lives of our church family including birthdays, anni-

versaries and graduations.  If you have an event or achievement you would like to share, please let us 

know!   If we overlook a special occasion for you or someone you know, please call the church office so 

we may announce it in the next issue of the newsletter. 
 

                           Birthdays 

Tripp Parks, DJ Myers, Michael Hart, Robin Rinaca, Rosalie Smith, Sarah Drum-

mond, Mary Derby, Jamie Davis, Rick Bull, Lynne Carter, Don Penney, Sharon Parks, 

Brant Bloxom, Woody Wallace, Jodie Greene, Tommye Sue Thornton, Chuck Taylor, 

Karen Dempsey, Debbie McWhinney, Lou Bloxom, Megan Tucker, Steven Parks, 

Charles Galloway, Johnny Williams, Jacob Hughes, Robin Ford, Dana Penney, Keith 

Johnson, Aaron Johnson, Amy Taylor, Ava Carlton 

                                             Anniversaries 

Alex and Danielle Lewis     Richard and Jennifer Lewis     Kenny and Jodie Greene 

Don and Faye Foster     Rob Lloyd and Lisa Anderson-Lloyd   Wesley and Tamara Williams 

Herb and Amy  Davis     Mike and Mary Gordon     Frank and Debbie Russell 

August Milestones 

 Deepest sympathy is expressed to the family of David Raymond Chew, Sr., who passed July 12, 

2018.  He was the husband of  Mary Lou Pruitt Chew and a resident of Bloxom. Born January 19, 1957 

in Fort Chaffee, AR, he was the son of the late Clifford R. Chew and Virginia M. Chew.  He was a mem-

ber of the God’s Missionary Church in Salisbury, MD and was a longtime member of the Parksley Volun-

teer Fire Company.  He is survived by a son, Henry and his wife Sarah.  He is also survived by  Grace 

member Becky Midgett Chew, the widow of his late son David, and their son David Chew III.  He had 

three additional grandchildren.  

 

 Deepest sympathy is expressed to the family of  Irene Hebsgaard Christensen Hall, who 

passed away on July 19, 2018.  She was the wife of the late John Bloxom Hall and a resident of Bloxom. 

She was born to Danish immigrants, August and Emma Christensen, in Brooklyn, New York, on October 

4, 1927.  She loved being a Mom, and Big Mom, to her grandchildren and great-grandchildren, and in ad-

dition, always provided shelter and nourishment to others she considered “her children”. She is survived 

by eight children including Grace member Darlene Drummond and her husband Frankie, fifteen grand-

children and ten great grand-children. 



 

Youthful Energy Alters the 

Landscape  
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Eastern Shore District Events 

 Youthworks here on the Eastern Shore 

draws to a close the first week of August.  I will 

be sad to see them go.  Brittney, Jocelyn, Timmy 

and Matt, along with Katie, have brought our 

church and community an enthusiastic passion for 

Christ and commitment to serving and loving 

Christ’s people.  Julie and I are grateful for their 

service and their presence with us this summer. 

 The YouthWorks ministry brought 331 

“missionaries” to Parksley who gave 7,944 hours 

of service to the Eastern Shore community.  Each 

week at Grace, they provided Kids Club to an av-

erage 40 children from the immediate communi-

ty.   

 YouthWorks teens and their adult leaders 

served at Manna Café, No Limits, Food Bank, 

Agape Center, Una Familia, the Hermitage, Blox-

om Church of the Nazarene and Lighthouse Min-

istries.  They also worked to repair, paint and 

clean-up six private homes, as well as our own 

Prayer Garden off the sanctuary. 

• Friday, August 3, 7:30 

pm at Historic Cokesbury 

Church in Onancock: 

Three’s a Company -Trios 

for piano, clarinet and cello. 

Pianist Lee Jordan-Anders 

is joined by Rob Middleton 

on clarinet and Jeff Phelps 

on cello in a program of music by Beethoven, 

Robert Shumann and Brahms plus a world premi-

ere by Rob Middleton. $10 suggested donation. 

• District Superintendent Alex Joyner is leading “A 

Space for Peace Holy Land Trip" August 20-30, 

2018. Come journey with other United Method-

ists as we walk in the land where Jesus lived.  Visit 

the holy sites and meet the people who live there 

today, Israelis and Palestinians, and learn about 

their struggle to live in peace in this holy land. 

Joyner is the author of A Space for Peace in the Holy 

Land: Listening to Modern Israel & Palestine. For more 

information go to the website, easternshoredis-

trict@vaumc.org or contact the District UMC 

Office for a brochure, 665-6295. 

• October, Charge Conferences begin!  Specific 

dates will be announced. 

• Tuesday, October 30, 2018, 9 am - 3 pm, Five 

Talent Academy Live Stream Event at Adams 

UMC, 23432 Lee Mont Rd., Parksley, VA 23421. 

For more information and registration go 

to https://www.vaumc.org/5TalentAcademy 

• Sunday, November 11, 4-6 pm, District Confer-

ence.  (Place TBA) 



 

 Grace will sponsor a  Yard 

Sale in Town Park as part of  Fall 

Market on Saturday, October 6.   

Vendors at the spring sale have of-

ten asked for a sale in the fall.  This 

year, Allen Thornton agreed to or-

ganize it during Fall Market. 

 Registration for the  Fall Market  Yard Sale 

can be made by calling Grace, (757) 665-4783.  

Cost for booth space is $15 if you register between 

now and August 31, and $20 from September 1 

until the day of the sale.  All fees help offset adver-

tising costs.   

 Please help spread the word!   

 If you have any questions about the Fall 

Market Yard Sale, please contact Allen Thornton, 

(757)710-3067. 
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Budget planning for 2019 

 Grace Lunch Bunch 

will meet at Grace at 11:30 

am, on Thursday, August 16, 

for lunch at Captain E's Hurri-

cane Grill on Saxis.  The group 

normally meets on the third 

Tuesday each month but Cap-

tain E’s isn’t open on Tuesdays, 

hence the change of day.   Please call Martha Simp-

son, 665-5840, if you would like to attend, so she 

can insure the correct number of reservations.     

 Ladies if you enjoy getting together for 

good food and fellowship you should join in the 

fun!  Carpooling is available each month. 

Lunch Bunch Date Change! 

Fall market yard sale! 

Memorial gifts 

 The following gifts have been 

received by Grace as of July 23: 

In Memory of George Edward Webb, Jr.   

Don and Faye Foster 

Peggy H. Haverty 

Robert and Laverne Edwards 

Florence G. Robbins 

Brittany Russell  Taylor 

Douglas and Kathy Kutz 

Terry Payne 

Virginia State Police Alumni, Inc. 

Aaron and Shirley Johnson 

 Team leaders and 

committee chairs should 

turn in all budget re-

quests for the 2019 year 

at Grace to Dana Penney 

or Margie Byrd on or 

before Monday, Septem-

ber 10.  The Finance 

Committee will begin work on the 2019 budget in 

September in anticipation of our annual Charge 

Conference in October.    

 Members of the Finance Committee are Da-

na Penney, Chair; Bill Cheesman, Chair, Church 

Council; Lisa Lewis, Chair, PPR Committee; Revell 

Lewis, Chair, Board of Trustees; Margie Byrd, Treas-

urer; Aaron Johnson and Janice Hart, Assistant 

Treasurers, Dottie Smith, Administrative Assistant 

and Financial Secretary; Jim Eckard, District Stew-

ard; Don Foster, Lay Leader; Alan Layman, Pastor. 



 

Fall Market planning has begun 

 Fall Market at Grace 

will be held on Saturday, Oc-

tober 6, in LeeMont Hall.  

The annual event will in-

clude sale of flower arrange-

ments and wreathes, fresh 

cheeses, Davis Family Chick-

en Salad, soups, baked goods and a host of other 

favorite foods.  We will sell ever-popular  home-

made casseroles again this year and will offer a vari-

ety of them in individual portion size in addition to 

family size. 

 The Town of Parksley is holding a Golden 

Spike Railway Festival to commemorate the 30th 

Anniversary of the Eastern Shore Railway Museum 

from 10 am until 5 pm, on the same day.  There will 

be games, contests, a car show and many other ac-

tivities in the business district  

  Please contact the following people if you 

have questions about specific areas of Fall Market:   

 Jodie Greene:  Flower arrangements and 

Wreathes.  We need donations of silk flowers, rib-

bons,  evergreen and grape vine wreathes and other 

components of flower arranging.  We also need vol-

unteers to help make the arrangements.  Call Jodie 

at (757) 665-4881 to volunteer or donate supplies. 

 Martha Simpson:  Casseroles.  Martha will 

be gathering helpers to prepare casseroles at Grace 

in early September.  The casseroles will be frozen 

and sold in family size (8x8 or 9x9 )or individual 

size containers.  We will also appreciate Grace 

cooks making casseroles at home and donating them 

for the Casserole Booth.  Call Martha (757) 665-

5840, if you would like to help prepare casseroles. 

 Shirley Johnson:  Soups.  Donations of soup 

ingredients (or funds to purchase ingredients) are 

appreciated.  Soups will be prepared a couple of 

days before the Market.  Volunteers are needed to 

help prepare them.  Call Shirley at (757) 665-4036. 

 Connie Taylor:  Baked Goods.  Fresh baked 

rolls, cakes, pies, cookies, brownies, sweet potato 

biscuits and other baked goods are greatly appreci-

ated.  Call Connie at (757) 665-5058.  

 Elsie Mackie:  Seasonal Goods Sale.  Items 

needed are donations of cold weather gear and 

clothing (shoes, boots, wool clothes, pajamas, jack-

ets and coats, gloves, scarves, etc.), blankets, can-

dles, nice gift items, bedspreads, etc.  

 Nancy and Bill Cheesman:  Food Booth.  

Grace will  offer clam fritters and hot dogs for sale.  

Donations of rolls, clams, hot dogs and soft drinks 

are greatly appreciated.  Call Nancy and Bill at 

(757) 665-5903 to donate food, funds or to volun-

teer to help in the Food Booth. 

 Faye Foster:  Crafts.  Sewing, knitting and 

crocheted crafts, wooden crafts and all kinds of oth-

er crafts are needed.  Anything unusual sells!  

Check out “Pinterest” on line for good craft ideas.  

Faye can be reached at  (757) 665-6205. 

 Allen Thornton:  Yard Sale.  Allen will need 

volunteers to help direct traffic into the park on the 

morning of the sale.   Volunteers should be in the 

Park before dawn.  Call Allen for more infor-

mation, (757) 710-3067. 

 For any additional information, call Lisa 

Lewis, Event Chair, at (757) 787-3352.  
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Evenings in the Park by Karon Eichelberger  

ond week in a row.  Kids loved it but parents were 

hoping and praying that the paint would wash out of 

their kids’ clothes and their hands would not be 

permanently discolored with reds, blues and 

greens. 

 The new outdoor games that 

were introduced seemed to be enjoyed 

by mostly boys.  Cornhole and horse-

shoes still drew a small crowd. 

 The Parksley Volunteer Fire 

Company members were gracious 

enough to supply and serve hot dogs, 

chips and bottled water to the delight of 

many families (especially the Moms) 

who didn’t have to cook dinner on this very humid 

evening.  Everyone was able to go home with full 

tummies.  

 The evening ended with most of the partici-

pants gathering around a huge parachute and toss-

ing around balls.  After this strenuous activity, they 

were happy to sit on the parachute and enjoy a 

Freeze Pop to cool off while being entertained by a 

sing-a-long with most of the singing being done by 

Lisa Lewis and Connie Taylor. 

 Despite the humid and foreboding weather, 

the Second Evening in the Park provided families in 

the community an opportunity to have an enjoya-

ble, free, and relaxing night of Family Fun Time! 

Editor’s Note:  This article was written following the Even-

ing in the Park on Tuesday, July 17.    

 What an amazing evening!  With threat of 

thunderstorms looming all around the Eastern 

Shore, Grace United Methodist Church members 

and members of the community gath-

ered at the Parksley Park on Tuesday 

evening.  Thankfully, only a few drops 

fell causing minor delays in some of the 

activities while tables full of supplies 

were moved under the trees. 

 Children of all ages (from tod-

dlers to middle-schoolers) waited in 

line patiently to have their faces painted 

by one of Parksley’s newest and talented citizens, 

Julie Nash.  The girls once again enjoyed having 

their fingernails painted and conversation with the 

teenage manicurists (Brittany and Amanda Stalgai-

tis). 

 Making puppets by coloring cutouts and glu-

ing them to paint sticks was a favorite of the boys.  

One group of three boys made a shark puppet and 2 

smaller fish puppets (I think they were Nemo and 

Dora) and put on a funny puppet show involving the 

shark chasing the smaller fish because he was hun-

gry!  Another young man made two puppets and 

had the puppets playing hide-and-seek and tag.  

What wonderful imaginations our young people 

have! The puppet stage created by Becky Bell was 

the ideal setting for them to produce their imagina-

tive and entertaining shows. 

 All the kids enjoyed making balloon animals 

and other sculptures.  Unfortunately, some of them 

did not realize that grass blades are sharp and a few 

balloons burst when they touched the grass. 

 Water gun painting proved popular for a sec-

 As you travel this summer, please 

don’t forget to keep your offerings cur-

rent.  The expenses of Grace continue all 

summer!  Donations can be made online or 

sent to Grace UMC, PO Box 156, Parksley, 

VA  23421.  Thanks! 



 

Children’s Coloring Page 
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 Smiles on the faces of the 

children provided a sense of satis-

faction each night of the event.  It 

was great to see so many commu-

nity members participate!  Spe-

cial thanks go out to the Fire 

Company for donating and cook-

ing the hotdogs each night; to the 

Parksley Town Police who showed 

off their police car to wide-eyed 

boys; to Julie Nash who surely 

painted every Parksley child’s face 

and to Brittany and Amanda Stal-

gaitis who painted hundreds of 

fingernails!  Becky Bell proved to 

be an inspired leader for all the 

fun!  The volunteers who helped 

each week, or even for one night 

made it all possible.  It was a huge 

success! 

 As we move towards the 

dogs days of August, we enjoy the 

 Life does, indeed, go on.  A 

month ago when I wrote this col-

umn, my heart was heavy from the 

loss of my Dad.  While I am still 

deeply saddened, I am finding each 

day less stressful and easier to 

move forward.  My thoughts are 

fewer about Dad’s death, and more 

about his life.  My family has a 

huge hole in it but we are leaning 

on each other and trying to get 

back to what is now a new normal.  

His 90th birthday would have been 

August 21….. 

 It was a nice outlet to par-

ticipate in the Evenings in the Park 

in July.  The weather was cut-it-

with-a knife humid on two Tues-

days but that didn’t dampen the 

spirits of those who volunteered 

or those who attended from the 

community.   

last month of true summertime.  

The heat will become oppressive 

and we will scramble for air condi-

tioning when possible.  Beaches 

will be full on weekends, and even 

during the week….and fresh vege-

tables will be plentiful.  Don’t you 

just love those delicious, ripe to-

matoes?  August means tomato 

sandwiches….a favorite of mine 

and craved for during the winter 

months. 

 It is also during August that 

planning begins for the Fall 

months.  Grace will be busy, as 

usual and your time and talents 

will be needed more than ever.  

Projects, committees, events, holi-

days are all ahead of us.  Join in and 

become more a part of it all! 

 Staying busy will certainly 

help me….and it can help us all.   

From the Editor 
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News Briefs and Notes 

Lisa W. Lewis  

• The deadline for the September issue of Notes 

from Grace is 9 am, Monday, August 27.   

• Youth Works will leave for the season on Sun-

day, August 5.   

• Church Council will meet at noon, Monday, 

August 13, in the Upper Room.   

• The Grace Adult Choir will continue to be off 

during August.  Choir practice will begin in 

September. 

• The Pastor Parish Relations Committee will 

meet at noon on Wednesday, August 15 in the 

Upper Room.  

• The Grace Board of Trustees will meet at 7 pm, 

on Wednesday, August 22, in the Upper Room. 

• As of July 22,  average attendance for worship  

for the past 52 weeks is 101;  collections year to 

date are $100,826.43 ($170,605.33 is budgeted); 

and the amount which has been given to mission, 

nurture and outreach this year is $23,278.17.   

• Food Bank Sunday is August 26.  Please bring 

your canned goods on or before that day! 

• Thanks to all who helped with the meal for the 

student Gleaners!  It was greatly appreciated! 
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AUGUST 2018 
S U N  M O N  T U E  W E D  T H U  F R I  S A T  

    

   

   

 

 1  

8 am Morning 
Prayer  

 

 

 2 

 

3 

 

4 

 

5  

Youth Works last day at 
Grace 
  9 am Chapel Service 

11 am Worship  

  6 pm Evening Wor-
ship 

  

6 

 

7 

 

8 

8 am Morning 
Prayer 

6 pm Leadership 
Team Meeting 

9 

 

10 

 

11 

 

12 

9 am Chapel Service 

11 am Worship Service  

 6 pm Evening Worship 

 

13 

Noon Church 
Council Meeting  

14 

1 pm Fall Market 
Planning Meeting 

6:30 pm Nominat-
ing Committee 

15 

8 am Morning 
Prayer 

Noon PPR Com-
mittee Meeting 

16  

Noon Lunch 
Bunch (meet at 
11:30 to car-
pool) 

17   

 

 

 

 

18 

 

19   

  9 am Chapel Service 

11 am Worship  

  6 pm Evening Wor-
ship 

 

 

20 

 

21 

 

22 

8 am Morning 
Prayer  

7 pm Trustees 

23 

 

24 
 

25 

 

26   Food Bank 
Sunday 

9 am Chapel Service 

11 am Worship  

  6 pm Evening Wor-
ship 

 

 

27  
9 am Newsletter 
Deadline  

 
 

 
 
 
 

 28 
 
 
 
 
 

 

29 

8 am Morning 
Prayer  

30 31 

 

 

 

Youth Works in LeeMont Hall and Classrooms 
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