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 C. Alan Layman, Pastor 

The Evolution of Love 

  

 September is a season of change as new school years begin and the 

weather cools.  It is my favorite time of the year.  September is a special time 

in the life of my family.  My mother’s birthday is September 16, sister Barbara 

the 9th.  My parents were married on September 18.  It is a time of joy and 

celebration, anniversaries of the gifts of life, new relationships, new begin-

nings.  Lots of parties!  Lots of cake, too! 

 Yet in the middle of the celebrations, there rests another remem-

brance. One we acknowledge softly, gently, if at all. 

 In between my sister’s and mother’s birthdays lies the anniversary of 

my brother’s death.  Jamie was just two months old when he died that Sep-

tember from “SIDS,” Sudden Infant Death Syndrome.  I remember the day; it 

was a Sunday morning.  My brother, Les, and I sat with our father in a front 

pew waiting for church to begin when Pastor John Tate entered the sanctuary, 

coming straight to my dad.  “Ruthie called: the baby’s sick.” 

 John Tate has long since retired, but his mark on my life remains.  He 

has been a mentor to my mentors.  My sister Barbara, the one born on Sep-

tember 9th, is named for John’s wife.  Whenever I see John, which isn’t often 

now, I remember that day. 

 This is a season marking the evolution of love.  Love is growing and 

expanding, and is somehow different than it once was.  Steadfast and faithful, 

new and exciting, love is rising to the challenges of our era.  Love embraces 

the past and moves it into the future, as a new thing.  The same, and yet, dif-

ferent. 

 As our family has evolved there have been new anniversaries to cele-

brate in September.  Granddaughter Lily Jaymes is a September baby; she will 

be ten on the 24th; and Courtney and Sarah will celebrate their first wedding 

anniversary on the 29th.  It is a month-long celebration of joy; of the gifts of 

life, new relationships, new beginnings.  And hopefully, lots of cake. 



 

Making a Joyful Noise     

Unto the Lord 
Charge Conference 2018 
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 Do others tell you have a 

good voice?  Are you looking for 

an opportunity to share your 

gift? Do you just like to sing?  

 Grace Choir has re-

turned from summer hiatus and plans are in the 

works for September and the upcoming season.  

There is special worship coming up in September, 

and Advent and Christmas are not too far away (did 

I really say that?!).  

 Music has a big impact on worship, and 

Grace Choir makes a big difference in our 11 am 

Sunday worship. Please prayerfully consider coming 

out to be a part of your church choir!  

 DO SOMETHING! 

 Tune your radios to WESR (103.3) on Friday mornings during the 8 am 

hour for a brief word from Pastor Alan.  Moments of Grace is a 90 second spot each 

Friday inviting members of the community to worship at Grace.  The messages 

will continue through the end of 2018.  Tune in….and tell your friends! 

Articles written by Pastor Alan Layman have a cross next to the title. 

  Mark Your Calendar   

Saturday , October 6  Fall Market and  Yard Sale, Parksley Golden Spike Festival 

Monday, October 8  Charge Conference 

Wednesday, October 31 Halloween ‘Trunk or Treat’ in Parksley 

Wednesday, November 21 Thanksgiving Eve Worship Service at Grace 

Sunday, December 2  First Sunday in Advent 

Date to be determined  Blue Christmas Worship Service 

Monday, December 24 Christmas Eve Worship Services 

Tuesday, December 25 Christmas Day 

 Charge Conference 

2018 will be a Grace-only af-

fair, at 6 pm, Monday October 

8,  in the sanctuary.  Because of 

a scheduling conflict we will 

not be able to join the other 

Parksley area UMC’s.  We will have the opportunity 

to tell the story of Jesus and his love at work in 

Grace.  

 District Superintendent Alex Joyner will 

preside at the brief business of the Conference, and 

will preach a message entitled, “What If We Live?” 

Alex will also give us an update on the upcoming 

special session of General Conference.  

 This will be an inspiring and informative 

time together, and is open to the whole church 

community.  

Moments of Grace 
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 The second Sunday Pastor Alan is gone the 

guest speaker will be Brenda Laws.  Brenda is a na-

tive of the Eastern Shore, a graduate of Arcadia High 

School, Longwood University & Wesley Theological 

Seminary.  An ordained Deacon in Full Connection, 

Brenda “loves serving Jesus and his people.” 

She is appointed to the Eastern Shore Com-

munity Service Board as a support coordi-

nator for individuals with different abilities. 

She has worked at the ESCSB for 31 years. 

Brenda has served as coordinator of our dis-

trict's special needs camp for two years. She 

is well known and respected across the Vir-

ginia Conference, serving on various District and 

Conference boards and committees.  The daughter 

of the late Charlie Laws & Hilda McVail, Brenda is 

especially proud to be Charles Elliott 's mother and 

Charley Eliza's  “nane.” 

 The last Sunday of the month Alex Joyner 

will be the guest speaker.  Alex is our neighbor, the 

husband of Suzanne, and Superintendent of the East-

ern Shore District. He is the editor of Heartlands, a 

journal website exploring rural life and ministry 

(www.alexjoyner.com).  As a pastor, teacher, and 

writer living in locales as diverse as Dallas, Texas and 

York, England, he brings a varied perspective to his 

work.  Formerly a radio disc jockey and news direc-

tor, Alex has also spent time coaching inner city bas-

ketball, leading work teams in Mexico, helping col-

lege students discover their vocation, teaching theol-

ogy and history at Southern Methodist University, 

and serving congregations in the United Methodist 

Church.  For fun he kayaks the bayside and seaside 

waters of the Shore, a place he calls "the edge of the 

world and the verge of heaven." 

Pastor vacation - Guest speakers 

 Pastor Alan will take some time off at the 

end of September.  It has been a very busy summer 

and as everyone knows, recharging your personal 

battery is part of taking care of yourself. 

 The Pastor/Parish Relations Committee was 

consulted and was supportive of the vaca-

tion, a two week, three Sunday, time 

away.  Originally, the vacation was to 

begin on Monday, September 17, but 

Alan’s Mom changed those plans with an 

“invitation”!   Alan and Julie will begin 

their vacation on September 15, attend-

ing a reunion of his mother’s family, the Louisa 

County (Va) Webb’s, in his hometown of Gordons-

ville, where there will be plenty of potato salad, 

fried chicken, and hopefully, cake!  Alan related that 

he normally sees his extended family at family fu-

nerals and it will be a treat to see everyone at a 

more festive time.   

 During their time away,  Grace will enjoy 

three great guest speakers.  The first will be Barbara 

Mason who brings her life experience to the 

preaching of the Good News.  An active member of 

Christ UMC, Chincoteague, she has served the 

Lord at the local and district levels as Lay Leader, 

Treasurer and Finance Chair.  She has served on the 

Conference Council of Finance and Administration 

and Commission on Disabilities.  For over 20 years, 

she has been a lay speaker and taught preaching to 

other lay speakers.  Barbara and her husband, Ron, 

have been married for 52 years, have 3 children, 12 

grandchildren and one great-very grand daughter; 

she and Ron have fostered 33 children in their 20 

years of foster parenting.  Most of all, Barbara “loves 

the Lord and tries to serve Him as He leads me.” 
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Children’s Coloring Page 



 
 

Sanctuary Wall hangings 
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 Join in an even-

ing of fellowship and 

delicious food at the an-

nual Grace Fish Fry!  

Rob and Lou Bloxom 

will host the event again 

this year at 5 pm, on 

Sunday, September 16.   

 Fish will be pro-

vided but everyone is asked to bring a side dish or 

dessert to share with the group.  There will be a 

large tent with tables and chairs. 

 Please note there will not be an Even-

ing Worship service on the night of the Fish 

Fry! 

Fish fry! 

Memorial gifts 

 The following gift has been received by 

Grace as of August 26: 

In Memory of  

George Edward Webb, Jr. 

Bill and Nancy Cheesman  

 

 If you have 

been in the Sanctuary 

in the past couple of 

weeks you have no-

ticed two wall hangings from activities at Grace over 

the summer.  These “souvenirs” from the summer 

will serve to remind us all of the mission and out-

reach work that was done. 

 As you come into the Sanctuary on the left  is 

a patchwork hanging of individual “panes” colored or 

painted during the Evenings in the Park during July.  

Evenings in the Park were held each Tuesday evening 

in July as  an alternative to traditional Vacation Bible 

School this year.  Each week, folks who attended (all 

ages!) colored preprinted designed with permanent 

markers.  Another activity gave folks an opportunity 

to spray different colors of paint at fabric hanging 

several feet away!  It was fun!  The panes were gath-

ered and sewn together with a bright purple border 

by Becky Bell,  who came up with many fun ideas 

for the Park event. 

 On the right wall as you come into the Sanc-

tuary is a wall hanging that was signed by 331 youth 

missionaries and their chaperones, along with the 

YouthWorks staff team, all of whom visited Grace 

over the summer.   The young people were from all 

over the country and they came to the Shore to do 

mission work.   

 Thanks to everyone who participated in the 

summer’s events.  The wall hangings will remain on 

the walls at least through Charge Conference in Oc-

tober.  Stop in and take a look! 

Like to bake?  

Bread or Cakes 

needed 

 Small loaves of bread 

or cakes are needed for the visitor bags.  If you are 

interested in helping with this ministry, call Elsie 

Mackie, 665-7380.   DO SOMETHING! 



 

 Grace will sponsor a  

Yard Sale in Town Park as part 

of  Fall Market on Saturday, 

October 6.   We need vendors!  

Please tell your friends and 

neighbors about the sale and 

encourage them to take ad-

vantage of cooler weather and 

big crowds to have a booth in the Park! 

 Registration for the Fall Market Yard Sale 

can be made by calling the Grace Church Office at 

(757) 665-4783.  Cost for booth space is $20.  All 

fees help offset advertising costs.   

 Please help spread the word!    

 If you have any questions about the Fall 

Market Yard Sale, please contact Allen Thornton, 

(757)710-3067. 

Fall Market Work Days 
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 Flower arranging work 

days will begin for Fall Market 

during the week of September 

10.  Jodie Greene has scheduled 

days in LeeMont Hall for all vol-

unteers who like to arrange 

flowers or would like to help in any other way.   

Work days are:  Wed mornings from 9:30am until 1 

pm and  Thursday afternoons from 1pm until 4 

pm.   Also any Tuesday or Thursday evening that a 

group can work - call Jodie to set up.  

 Call Jodie at 665-4881 if you have questions 

or can come another time!   As Fall Market gets 

closer, we will add times...  we need help so come 

join the fun!  DO SOMETHING! 
Budget planning for 2019 

 Grace Lunch Bunch will 

meet at Grace at 9 am, on Tuesday, 

September 18, to car pool to 

Ocean City for lunch.    Please call 

Martha Simpson, 665-5840, if you 

would like to attend, so she can 

insure the correct number of res-

ervations.     

 Ladies if you enjoy getting together for 

good food and fellowship you should join in the 

fun!  Carpooling is available each month. 

 DO SOMETHING! 

Lunch Bunch News 

Fall market yard sale! 
 Team leaders 

and committee chairs 

should turn in all 

budget requests for 

the 2019 year at 

Grace to Dana Penney 

or Margie Byrd as 

soon as possible. The 

Finance Committee  

will present the 2019 Budget to Church Council on 

Monday, September 10.  Final approval will be 

made at Charge Conference on October 8.    

 Members of the Finance Committee are Da-

na Penney, Chair; Bill Cheesman, Chair, Church 

Council; Lisa Lewis, Chair, PPR Committee; Revell 

Lewis, Chair, Board of Trustees; Margie Byrd, Treas-

urer; Aaron Johnson and Janice Hart, Assistant 

Treasurers, Dottie Smith, Administrative Assistant 

and Financial Secretary; Jim Eckard, District Stew-

ard; Don Foster, Lay Leader; Alan Layman, Pastor. 



 

 Join  the fun for an afternoon 

of free miniature golf at Funland on 

Chincoteague!  Folks are invited to 

share an afternoon of fellowship 

starting at 2 pm, on September 8.     

 Other activities are $1 off 

per person, per activity, with your 

Grace Discount Card.  Call Martha Simpson, 665-

5840, for more information.  DO SOMETHING! 

 

The Eastern Shore Quilt Guild 

By Marie Marshall 
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Help feed Hungry children 

 The Eastern Shore Quilt 

Guild, meets the 1st and 2nd 

Mondays of the month at Drum-

mondtown UMC from 10 am to 

2 pm.  Each person brings their 

own lunch.   You must be able to 

sew but we will teach the rest!  We just have fun!  

 We welcome whoever wants to come and 

spend time with us. The ladies sew, iron and match 

fabrics and just have a good time.  We have about 20 

members and have been active on the Shore for 

about 20 years in different locations. 

  The Quilt Guild will meet from 10 am until 

2 pm on September 10.  The 1st meeting of the 

month is our business meeting, a demonstration 

and some sewing.  The 2nd Monday is all sewing 

and preparing of our charity quilts which includes 

picking fabric from our stash, ironing, cutting and 

lots of opinions.    

 Our charity quilts  include our Quilts of Val-

or, quilts for Light House Ministry, quilts for the 

deputy’s sheriff’s cars (we donated 8 quilts to 

Northampton County recently). We plan to make 

quilts for Accomack County deputy sheriffs and al-

so for Habitat for Humanity.   We have made beds 

for the animal shelter, pillow cases for sick chil-

dren.  We also participate in Linus quilts, which are 

usually done at home since they are smaller and 

don't need as many hands to work on. 

 Donations of fabric, thread, batting or any-

thing else a sewer might need are needed.   Call 

Marie Marshall if you have questions, 789-3704.   

 As the new school year 

begins, the National Education 

Association reports that there is 

evidence that missing meals 

and experiencing hunger im-

pair children’s development 

and achievement.  Studies published in the American 

Journal of Clinical Nutrition, Pediatrics, and the 

Journal of the American Academy of Child and Ado-

lescent Psychiatry document the negative effects of 

hunger on children’s academic performance and be-

havior in school. Hungry children have lower math 

scores. They are also are more likely to repeat a 

grade, come to school late, or miss it entirely.  

 We have all experienced the difficulty of try-

ing to do a job without the right tools. Children who 

lack adequate supplies for academic work are at a 

disadvantage.  We can help our community children 

get started on the right foot this school year.   Please 

remember to bring canned goods and other non-

perishables each month for the Food Bank of the 

Eastern Shore.  Thanks in advance for your generosi-

ty    DO SOEMTHING! 

Miniature golf! 



 

“Do Something!” 

 Pastor Alan concluded the Windswept sermon series with a call to “Do Something!” Here’s the 

list of possibilities he referred to in worship on August 26.  What will you do? 

• Join the Wednesday morning group that prays for the church and world, 8-8:30 am in chapel. 

• Participate in the Sunday evening (6pm) Gathering when you miss your usual worship. 

• Tithe – begin or increase. 

• Feed the hungry – buy a bag of food to donate whenever you shop.  Prepare a 

free meal for the community. 

• Participate in Bible Study or Sunday School. 

• Teach a class for adults or children. 

• Join a small group. Can’t find one? Start one! 

• Help in worship: we need greeters (9 & 11), ipod operator (9), reader/

leaders (9 & 11). 

• Join the choir! 

• Form a praise & worship band. 

• Volunteer with Accomack Interfaith Crises Council, Food Bank, Nursing home, Metompkin Elemen-

tary School, Una Familia. 

• Help manage Grace’s “media relations” – Facebook and the website. 

• Contribute to the Community Thanksgiving Dinner – start a new tradition for your family by helping 

prepare, serve or clean up. 

• Direct the Christmas Pageant. 

• Bring someone to church with you. 

• Walk in the September 16 Constitution Day Parade as part of the “Grace Group”. 

• Visit or call the homebound. 

• Commit to worshipping more often – including when Alan’s away. 

Note:  Will the following anonymous disciples who filled out an index card during the worship service 

please contact Pastor Alan:  “Help with Sunday School”; “Start a church based Kid’s Club”; and the 4 peo-

ple other than Margie who offered to help as a reader/leader in Sunday worship. 

Habitat Roofing Team 
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Community Thanksgiving 

 The Habitat Roofing Team (all who want to 

help!) from Grace is scheduled to put on a roof for a 

Habitat for Humanity starting at 8 am, September 8.  

Please call Rob Bloxom, 665-5512, for house ad-

dress and more information.  DO SOMETHING! 

 There will be a planning meeting in the Up-

per Room, at 7 pm, September 10, for the Com-

munity Thanksgiving Dinner.  Please bring your 

ideas for this important event on Thanksgiving day!  

 DO SOMETHING! 



 

 Deepest sympathy is extended to the family 

of Shirley Ann (Sheppard) Goodman, age 83, 

of Amelia, VA, who passed away on August 1, 

2018 at Hermitage on the Eastern Shore.   

 Shirley was born in Prince Edward County, 

VA and moved to Amelia County as a newlywed. 

She was an active member of  Trinity United Meth-

odist Church of Amelia, VA.  She is preceded in 

death by her husband, Coleman Guthrie Goodman, 

She is survived by two daughters, Grace members 

Jane Goodman Kellam and husband, Garnett, 

of Mappsville, and Martha Goodman Hathcock and  

husband, Charlie, of Kitty Hawk, NC; and two 

granddaughters, Rachel C. Kellam, and Hannah 

Kellam Kloch and husband, Andy. 

 Each month, we celebrate special days in the lives of our church family includ-

ing birthdays, anniversaries and graduations.  If you have an event or achievement you 

would like to share, please let us know!   If we overlook a special occasion for you or 

someone you know, please call the church office so we may announce it in the next 

issue of the newsletter. 
 

                           Birthdays 

Pat Keifer, Ella Powell, Parker Johnson, Jacob Davis, Elizabeth Powell, Myree Tyler, Dottie Baumbaugh, 

Carolyn Annis, Stephanie Parks, Uppie Parks, Rogers East, Betty Smoot, Herb Davis, Lisa Lewis, Devon 

Hickman, Nancy Cheesman, Theresa Lewis, Martin Watkinson, Colton Williams, Jim Eckard, Jane 

Kellam, Mary Ardolino, Sam Belote, James Myers, Lorri Freitas, Kathryn Byrd 

 

                                                        Anniversaries 

Dan and Dottie Baumbaugh     Glen and Myree Tyler      

David and Maria Greene     Don and Dana Penney     Brandon and Allison Miller 

September Milestones 

Sincere Thanks 
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To our dear Grace family, 

 Words cannot express how much we ap-

preciate the kind words, thoughtful actions 

and  caring cards that were sent to us as we  have 

dealt with the transi-

tion of  Mom to her 

heavenly home. Many 

of you visited mom 

over the past year and 

we all appreciated 

those visits more than 

you can realize. We 

know and believe that she is in the loving arms of 

God and all pain and suffering is erased. Having 

our Grace family here to support us is a true 

blessing.  

  Thank you all, 

  Jane and Garnett Kellam and the 

  entire family of Shirley Goodman 



 

miniature golf, attending the fish 

fry or “Doing Something” as 

called for on August 26, there are 

lots of ways to be involved at 

Grace.  Participating in activities 

with others is a way to form and 

strengthen bonds between each 

other as those we serve.   

 Grace changes as summer 

draws to a close.  LeeMont Hall 

will buzz with activity as Fall 

Market draws near, preparations 

will begin for Trunk or Treat, 

Thanksgiving and Christmas ser-

vices and other special events.   

 It is also a time when those 

who have been on vacation or out 

of town come back to worship 

with some regularity.  You have 

been missed! 

 As children go back to 

 Another summer has gone 

and we’re on the verge of Fall.  

For those of you who have read 

this newsletter over the years, you 

know that Fall is my favorite time 

of year.   

 We had a cool morning last 

week and I loved it!  I so look for-

ward to the first truly crisp day 

and the slight scent wood smoke in 

the air!    

 This Fall will be different 

for my family with the loss of my 

dad.  Staying busy will help heal 

our heavy hearts. 

 Fall brings lots of activities 

and opportunities.  This issue of 

the newsletter is full of ways to 

join in the fun of fellowship and 

outreach through volunteering.  

Whether it’s Fall Market, playing 

school, and another page is torn 

from our calendars, it is my hope 

that the people of Grace will gain 

new energy.  Participating in ac-

tivities and events is both worth-

while and satisfying.  It takes a 

level of commitment - showing 

up when you say you will, allot-

ting time to prepare and generally 

“having the spirit”.   

 Serving is living out our 

call from God.  Letting others see 

us as followers of Christ, to en-

courage them to follow Him, too, 

is what we’re about.  Enrich your 

life by helping others through 

works, outreach, an invitation or 

your presence.   

 DO SOMETHING!  Now 

is the time!   

From the Editor 
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News Briefs and Notes 

Lisa W. Lewis  

• The Church Office will be closed on Monday, 

September 3, for the Labor Day holiday. 

• Church Council will meet at noon, Monday, 

September 10, in the Upper Room.  

• The deadline for the October issue of Notes 

from Grace is 9 am, Friday, September 21.   

• As of August 27,  average attendance for wor-

ship  for the past 52 weeks is 100;  collections 

year to date are $115,081.22 and the amount 

which has been given to mission, nurture and 

outreach this year is $26,010.08.   

• Food Bank Sunday is September 23.  Please 

bring your canned goods on or before that day! 

• Due to Pastor Alan’s vacation and Fall Market 

preparations in LeeMont Hall we will not have a 

Fifth Sunday Worship Service and Brunch.   

• The Worship Team will meet at 10 am, on 

Wednesday, September 12 at the Club Car Café.  

• If  you would like to march in the Pray USA Pa-

rade in Parksley at 2:30 pm, Sunday September 

16, please call Connie Taylor, 665-5058. 

• See the Special Insert in this issue for complete 

information about Fall Market!!  

NOTE:  In the event of a pastoral emergency while 

Pastor Alan is on vacation, please call Don Foster, 

665-6205, or the Church Office, 665-4783. 
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SEPTEMBER 2018 
S U N  M O N  T U E  W E D  T H U  F R I  S A T  

    

   

   

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

1 

 

2 

  9 am Chapel Service 

11 am Worship  

  6 pm Evening Wor-
ship 

  

 

3 

Labor Day 

Church Office 
Closed 

4 

 

5 

8 am Morning 
Prayer 

 

6 

 

7 

 

8 

8 am Habitat 
Roofing Team 

2 pm Golf at Fun-
land on 
Chincoteague 

9 

9 am Chapel Service 

11 am Worship Service  

 6 pm Evening Worship 

 

10 

Noon Church 
Council Meeting 

7 pm  Communi-
ty Thanksgiving 
Dinner Planning 
Meeting 

11 

 

12 

8 am Morning 
Prayer 

10 am Worship 
Team at Club Car 

9:30 am - 1 pm 
Fall Market Work 
Day 

 

13  

1 pm - 4 pm Fall 
Market Work 
Day 

14   

1 pm - 4 pm Fall 
Market Work Day 

 

 

 

15 

 

16   

  9 am Chapel Service 

11 am Worship  

2:30 Pray USA Parade 

5 pm Fish Fry at 
Bloxom’s  

NO EVENING WOR-
SHIP 

17 

Noon Lunch 
Bunch (meet at 9 
am to carpool) 

18 

 

19 

8 am Morning 
Prayer  

9:30 am - 1 pm 
Fall Market Work 
Day - Wreathes 

20 

9 am Bake Sweet 
Potato Biscuits 
at Grace (Fall 
Market) 

1 pm - 4 pm Fall 
Market Work 
Day 

21 
9 am Newsletter 
Deadline  

22 

 

23   Food Bank 
Sunday 

9 am Chapel Service 

11 am Worship  

  6 pm Evening Wor-
ship 

 

30   Normal worship 
times 

 

24  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 25 
 
 
 
 
 

 

26 

8 am Morning 
Prayer  

9:30 am - 1 pm 
Fall Market Work 
Day- Wreathes 

27 

9 am Make Chili 
at Grace (Fall 
Market) 

1 pm - 4 pm Fall 
Market Work 
Day 

28 

 

29 

 

LeeMont Hall Closed for Fall Market Preparations 

LeeMont Hall Closed for Fall Market Preparations 
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