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Inside this issue: 

 C. Alan Layman, Pastor 

 During my recent pilgrimage to the Holy Land, my group visited many 

sacred sites.  These included places where Old Testament stories took place 

(like Jericho) and the discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls (Qumran).  We traveled 

around the entirety of the Sea of Galilee where Jesus and his disciples worked, 

taught and worshipped.  We visited Bethlehem, where Jesus was born, and Je-

rusalem, where he died. 

 Many of these sites evoked powerful emotions in me; the presence of 

God was palpable.  To walk where Jesus walked was invigorating, bringing to 

life many of my favorite passages of scripture.  But there was one exception to 

this.  Actually, two exceptions. 

 Most of the Holy sites are the places where tradition says the events may 

have taken place.  Often, it was hundreds of years later when a house, a cave, a 

field was identified as the possible location of a New Testament story.  This is 

true of the site of Jesus’ crucifixion and burial.  

 Within the Church of 

the Holy Sepulcher are the sites 

where tradition, dating back to 

the 4th century, claims Jesus 

was executed and then buried.  

The rock of Golgotha and the 

tomb where Jesus’ body was 

laid have been preserved within 

the Church.  When we visited, it 

took over an hour to pass by these two sacred spaces, as we joined hundreds of 

pilgrims from all over the world. Not far from the Church is another site, com-

monly known as The Garden Tomb. There is a distinctive rock formation and a 

single tomb here. This could also be the place where Jesus was crucified and 

buried.  

 At each locale, I was able to see the rock See Pastor’s Letter, next page 



 

where the cross was placed and Jesus died.  At each site, I was able to stand in 

the tomb, alongside the place where he was laid.  And at each of these holy spaces something remarkable 

happened.  

 I was aware of an absence of God.  Unlike the 

other sacred spaces we visited, here there was no 

powerful emotion, no strong presence, no intense 

feeling.  Then it occurred to me – “He’s not here! 

He is risen!”    

 This was the word from the messengers who 

greeted the women at the tomb on Easter morning. 

This was the surprising, refreshing word I received 

too! 

 During the Easter season, I look forward to sharing more stories and a few of the 1,000 pictures 

taken during the pilgrimage. Until then, hear the Good News, “He’s not here! He is risen!” 
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Easter Egg Hunt! 

Monday, May 28 Memorial Day Service at Parksley War Memorial 

Friday, June 1  Preview Night, Grace Yard Sale 

Saturday, June 2 Grace Yard Sale & Parksley Community Yard Sale 

Friday, June 15 Virginia Annual Conference, Hampton 

Monday, June 18 Youth Works arrive in LeeMont Hall 

Continued from previous page 

Articles written by Pastor Alan Layman have a cross next to the title. 

Mark Your Calendar  

 A Community Easter Egg Hunt will be held on Saturday, March 

31, at Metompkin Elementary School in Parksley.  The event is sponsored 

by Accomack County Parks and Recreation and begins at 10 am.  It will be 

concluded by 11. Grace will not have a separate Easter Egg Hunt this year, 

choosing to help with the community event instead.  Volunteers are wel-

come!   
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 Holy Week Services 

   

• Palm / Passion Sunday, March 25, at 9 and 11 am 

• Holy Thursday, March 29, at 7 pm, remembering the Last Supper 

• Good Friday, March 30, at 7 pm, remembering the crucifixion 

• Easter Sunrise, Sunday, April 1, 6:35 am at Hunting Creek dock,  

 Alleluia! Christ is Risen! 

• Easter Morning Worship, Sunday, April 1, at 9 and 11 am  

 

 

Holy Thursday – We remember Jesus’ final night, his act of de-

votion and prayer for his disciples, the last supper they shared, and 

his betrayal.  Participate in this worship, at 7 pm in the sanctuary. 

 

 

Good Friday – We remember the crucifixion of Jesus Christ, in a time of qui-

et reflection; in the sanctuary at 7 pm. 

 

 

Easter Sunrise Service - Our first pronouncement that “Christ is Risen!” will 

be at sunrise at the Hunting Creek dock with Calvary UMC. We will begin gath-

ering at 6:35; sunrise on Sunday, April 1 is 6:45 am. After the service, we will 

have coffee and donuts at Calvary. Calvary UMC is located at 21457 Hopkins 

Road, Parksley. The dock is located about ½ mile beyond the church at the end 

of Hopkins Road. 

 

Special Easter Worship, at the usual times! Join the Grace community to 

celebrate new life, sing Alleluias!, and worship God.   9 am in the Chapel 

and 11 am in the Sanctuary.   

There will be no 6 pm Questions gathering this evening. 
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 April Wednesday Night Suppers*  
 

Wednesday, April 4  Pot Roast, Potatoes, Carrots, Onions, Peas, Rolls, Vanilla Pudding  

Wednesday, April 11  Oven Fried Chicken, Mac-N-Cheese, Green Beans,  Apple Cobbler  

Wednesday, April 18   Meat Loaf, Mashed Potatoes, Gravy, Peas, Rolls, Lemon Bars  

Wednesday, April 25  Roasted Pork Loin, Scalloped Potatoes, Green Beans, Rolls, Peach Cobbler  

Supper is served from 5:30 pm until 6:30 pm.  

Suppers are $8 for adults, $4 for children ages 6-12, under age 6 are free.  Families who live under 

the same roof can enjoy the meal for a maximum charge of $25.   

*While not anticipated, menus may change due to unforeseen circumstances 

Apr i l ,  20 1 8  

 St. Patrick’s Day parade!  

 Grace UMC and the Eastern 

Shore District were  represented in 

the St. Patrick’s Day Parade in Onan-

cock on Sunday, March 11.  Braving 

the cold temperatures were Ryan, Elizabeth and 

Ella Powell, Julie and Alan Layman, John Zadoc 

Lewis, and Jennifer Lee.  The group walked with a 

Grace banner while Rita Whittaker, Richard and 

Jennifer Lewis followed in a vehicle pulling the 

Eastern Shore District Disaster Relief Trailer. 

 It was a cold but fun day for all!  

 The March Family 

Night Out celebrated St. Pat-

rick’s Day with “Spud Night”.    

 About 30 people at-

tended the March 17 event in 

LeeMont Hall.  Voting for best spud was done by 

placing pennies in a bowl next to each entry.   

 Alex Taylor won first prize with a potato 

carved to resemble a shark (complete with goldfish 

crackers!).  Ella Powell won 2nd place with Minnie 

Mouse and Aaron Johnson came in 3rd with an ele-

phant.  Approximately $45 was raised for the Socie-

ty of St Andrew. 

 Family Night Out 

is a family friendly, quar-

terly event.  Watch up-

coming newsletters for 

information regarding 

the June event. 

Spud Night Fun 

Front row, from left:  John Zadoc Lewis, Ryan Powell, Ella Powell, Julie Powell.  
Back row, Jennifer Lee, Julie Layman.  Rita Whittaker, Richard and Jennifer 
Lewis are in truck behind.   Picture taken by Pastor Alan Layman who also 

marched. 

Pictured from left:  Alex Taylor, Ella 

Powell and Aaron Johnson 
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Children’s Coloring Page 

Jesus loves YOU! 



 

Mission, nurture and outreach…. 

About the trip 

 There will be a 

Preview Night of the 

Grace Yard Sale from 

5 until 7 pm on Friday 

night, June 1, in Lee-

Mont Hall.  Custom-

ers attending will have an opportunity to purchase 

items that night.   There will be no sales or reserva-

tions of items prior to Preview Night so those at-

tending will have first choice! Preview Night is open 

to the community.  Admission is $3.  The is no ad-

mission fee on Saturday.   

 The Parksley Community Yard Sale and Grace 

Yard Sale will take place on Saturday, June 2.  Regis-

tration of booth space in Parksley Town Park can be 

made by calling the church office at 665-4783.  

Spaces are available in the park on a first come, first 

served basis.  Booth space is $10 each.   

 The Grace Yard Sale is a large fund raising 

event each year and the church needs donations of 

items for the sale.  Kitchen items, linens, household 

items, books, children’s clothes and tools are all 

wanted!   All items should be clean and in working 

order.  LeeMont Hall will be closed  following the 

last Wednesday night supper of the year, May 23, un-

til June 4 to prepare for the sale and clean up after-

wards. 

 Volunteers are needed to help with the Grace 

Yard Sale, with the Community Yard Sale and with 

the Grace Food Booth.  If you would like to help, 

please call the church office.   

 On Wednesday, 

April 25, join Pastor 

Alan as he takes us on A 

Walk Where Jesus Walked. 

He'll share stories and 

pictures of his recent pil-

grimage to the Holy 

Land.  

 The Walk will include a mixture of histori-

cal and contemporary observations on life in Israel. 

We will journey to Bethlehem, Capernaum, the 

shores of the Sea of Galilee and Jerusalem. It is a 

beautiful land.  

 The presentation will be in LeeMont Hall at 

6:30 pm, following the Wednesday night dinner.  

Yard Sale Preview Night 

Ministry Teams to Meet 
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 Ministry Teams will 

meet on Wednesday,  April 

18, after supper, at 6:30, in 

LeeMont Hall.  The Wor-

ship, Nurture, Outreach 

and Mission Team members 

should plan to attend. 

 The quarterly meetings plan activities and 

events at Grace for the upcoming quarters and be-

yond.  If you would like to participate, you are wel-

come!   



 

 Sympathy is extended to the family of  Grace 

member Betty Taylor Annis, 72, wife of Norman 

W. Annis, Jr., who passed away on Tuesday, February 

27. She was a lifelong resident of Parksley.   

 Born January 5, 1946 in Newport News, VA, 

she was the daughter of the late Upshur F. Taylor and 

Viola Lewis Taylor.  Betty was a graduate of Parksley 

High School and retired from Tyson Foods, Inc., 

where she worked in the accounting department for 

many years.  In addition to her husband of fifty-four 

years, she is survived by her daughter, Lisa L. Corbin 

(Kevin) of Guilford; grandchildren, Ashley M. 

Kanipe (Jason) of Christiana, TN, and Alex K. 

Corbin (Nasrean) of Guilford; great-grandchildren, 

Alexis and Kyleigh Corbin, and Garrett and Sydney 

Kanipe.  

 Memorial Gifts re-

ceived by Grace are added to 

the Grace Foundation unless 

designated otherwise.  The 

long term goal of the Foun-

dation is to acquire sufficient 

assets to ensure that the maintenance and upkeep 

of our facilities can be taken care of in perpetuity 

and to fund mission activities of the church.      

 As of March 26, Grace has received the fol-

lowing memorial gifts: 

 

   In Memory of Margaret Parks 

by Julie Powell 

  In Memory of Peggy Hall 

by Mrs. Glen L. Adams 

 Each month, we celebrate special days in the lives of our church fam-

ily including birthdays, anniversaries and graduations.  If you have an event 

or achievement you would like to share, please let us know!   If we overlook 

a special occasion for you or someone you know, please call the church of-

fice so we may announce it in the next issue of the newsletter. 
 

                                  Birthdays 

Connie Taylor, Howard Wessells II, Diann Bendix, Jeff Parks, Alva Grace Riley, Dottie Smith, Rebecca 

Johnson, Clark Crockett, Stephanie Carlton, Lauren Lewis, Louella Fox, Louis Bruno, J.D. Burkhead,  

Erica Penney, Ryan Powell, Lisa Wilcox, Alex Taylor 

 

          Anniversaries 

Alex and Jen Bengtson     Rodney and Betty Smoot     Don and Bonnie Jamison 

Jim and DJ Myers     Bill and Kyle Hall   Louis and Rose Anne Bruno 

James and Linda Johnson     Garnett and Jane Kellam 

April Milestones 
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Memorial gifts 



 

Attention graduates 

Breakfast for teachers 

 At the March Church 

Council meeting, it was decided to 

have only one service when there 

was a fifth Sunday in a month.  The service would 

be followed by a covered dish brunch.   

 During 2018 there are four months which 

have five Sundays:  April, July, September and De-

cember.   

 The first “5th Sunday” is April 29.  

The service will take place at 10 am in the 

Sanctuary.  Brunch will follow in LeeMont 

Hall.   There will  be no Evening Worship 

on 5th Sundays. 

 Are you a graduate 

this spring?  Do you have an 

upcoming graduate in your 

family?   Please send 

information about your grad-

uate for the article in the 

June newsletter.  Include the graduate’s WHOLE 

NAME, parent’s names, school graduating from 

and degree, if relevant.  Also include the school 

graduate will be attending next year or the posi-

tion accepted if graduate has moved into the 

workplace.   

 Please include your name and phone number if 

more information is needed or for clarification.  

All levels of graduates are welcome from K 

through post graduate school!   

Director of Music Ministries 

 We are reviewing candidates for the Direc-

tor of Music Ministry, and have one who will be vis-

iting in early April. Please 

be in prayer about this. 

 Grace is seeking an 

enthusiastic and qualified 

part-time Director of Mu-

sic Ministries.  As a mem-

ber of the Church staff and 

Worship Team, the Director should demonstrate 

the qualities of a servant leader – compassion, en-

couragement, and awareness of other’s gifts and 

graces.  

 A complete position description is available 

on the Grace web page:  www.graceumcesva.com. 

If you are feeling called to this position, send your 

resume to:  Attn: Pastor, Grace UMC, P.O. Box 

156, Parksley, VA 23421.   

Page 8 Notes  from Grace  Apr i l ,  20 1 8  

 Teacher Appreciation 

week is celebrated during 

May.  Grace will honor 

teachers at Metompkin Ele-

mentary School by preparing 

a breakfast for them on Mon-

day, May 7.  Breakfast will be 

served at the school. 

 We  need volunteers to bake breakfast cas-

seroles and help serve the meal.  Please contact 

Shirley Johnson, 665-4036, Rita Whittaker,  665-

4828, or the Church Office if you would like to 

participate. 

5th Sundays 



 

Concert at Grace History Channel presents  

the God Code 
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 Grace Lunch Bunch  

will meet at noon, on April 

17, for lunch at Famous Pizza 

and Sub Shop on Chinco-

teague.  Following lunch, the 

group will head to Island 

Creamery for dessert.   

 If you would like to attend, please call Mar-

tha Simpson, 665-5840,  so she can insure the cor-

rect number of reservations.  If you would like to 

carpool, please meet at Grace at 11:30 am.  Dis-

count cards can be used at both locations! 

Lunch Bunch 

 The History Channel will a premier a two-

hour special, titled “God Code,”  at 9 pm, on Sun-

day, April 8.  The special is based on the book by 

the same name, authored by Timothy Smith, of 

Onancock. 

 In the book’s fore-

word, Dr. Eugene Ulrich, 

chief editor of the Biblical 

Dead Sea Scrolls and profes-

sor of Hebrew Scripture 

and Theology at University 

of Notre Dame, writes, 

“However one wishes to in-

terpret the meaning and sig-

nificance of the text, they may rest assured that 

the text on which Timothy Smith based his inter-

pretations has almost certainly been there for a 

very long time, since before the birth of Christ.” 

 “My hope in publishing this book is not to 

provoke unwarranted fear or, certainly, to imply I 

have all the answers,” says Smith, “but instead to 

invite investigation and consideration—to encour-

age others to take a closer look not only at the an-

cient Hebrew Scriptures…but also New Testa-

ment writings that appear to be interwoven with 

the Hebrew text in ways barely imagined before 

now.” 

 The recently released paperback edition is 

available at the Book Bin and  is also available on 

Kindle.  The hardcover book was published with 

the title The Chamberlain Key.  

 There will be a 

special concert in the 

Sanctuary at Grace at 6 

pm, on Sunday, April 

8.          

 The Reminders, a 

gospel group from 

Delaware will perform the free concert which is 

open to the public.  Described on their website:  

 You have to start with the word harmony when you 

talk about the Reminders.  It’s that hard to define, almost 

magical thing that happens sometimes between musicians 

… that draws you in and holds you. 

 The blending of their voices, their personalities and 

their takes on life, mixes itself up into something tangible; 

you’ll feel it when you hear them – Hearty Americana, 

leathery Country and bluesy Gospel would come close to 

describing the sound. 



 

birth, and Spring finally arrives 

(maybe), we have some different 

events on the calendar at Grace.  

The Sunday following Easter is 

significant.  The Reminders, a 

bluesy gospel group from Dela-

ware will perform on April 8 in 

the Sanctuary.  The three men 

who comprise the group are all 

seasoned musicians who are dedi-

cated to taking a spiritual message 

to folks through their music.  

They also have performed  in the 

past (or are still in bands) with 

rock musicians playing tunes 

many of us have danced to over 

the years.   

 The concert at Grace will 

be special because they will sing 

the gospel side of their music and 

it comes from their hearts.  I 

hope you will attend.  You won’t 

 It is Palm Sunday as I write 

this column.  The service is one of 

my favorites each year.  We typical-

ly have palm leaves which we wave 

during songs and maybe it’s just 

the feeling of those limbs in my 

hand that makes the connection of 

what happened that day over two 

thousand years ago even more real 

to me.   

 I can imagine the reaction 

of those who stood waiting—

waiting to see Jesus, the man they 

thought was their new king.  His 

thoughts must have been so differ-

ent though.  He knew what was 

ahead of him yet he still went for-

ward.  What courage.  It makes me 

feel completely unworthy when I 

consider what happened to him 

that week—for us….all of us.   

 As Easter signals our re-

be disappointed and in fact, I feel 

certain that you will leave both up-

lifted and stronger in your faith.  

 Later that same night on the 

History Channel is The God Code.  

The  author, Timothy Smith,  has 

had support from theologians 

around the world and the special 

on April 8 should be fascinating.   

 We will have just one ser-

vice on the 5th Sunday, April 29.  

Margaret Parks would be proud.  She 

was one who relished the com-

bined services.  Let’s make this one 

a tribute to her!  

 Finally, on the 25th, Pastor 

Alan will share thoughts on his trip 

to the Holy Land.  Should be an 

inspiring evening! 

 Spring  is on the way…. 

From the Editor 
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News Briefs and Notes 

Lisa W. Lewis  

• Church Council will meet at noon, Monday, 

April 9, in the Upper Room.   

• The Pastor Parish Relations Committee will 

meet at noon on Wednesday, April 11, in the 

Upper Room. 

• Deadline for the May issue of Notes from Grace is 

9 am, Monday, April 23. 

• The Church Office will be closed on Easter 

Monday, April 2.  Additionally, The Church Of-

fice is no longer open for business on Sunday 

mornings.  Thanks for your cooperation!   

• There will be a Vacation Bible School strategiz-

ing and organizing meeting at 6:30, on Wednes-

day,  April 11, after supper. Everyone is wel-

come to contribute ideas as this summer is a 

wide-open possibility! Meeting will be in the 

Upper Room. 

• There will be no Evening Worship on Easter 

Sunday, April 1,  Sunday, April 8 (see article about 

concert on page 9), and April 29 (5th Sunday).   

• As of March 26 average attendance for worship  

for the past 52 weeks is 96;  collections year to 

date are $43,108.20 and the amount which has 

been given to mission, nurture and outreach 

this year is $14,640.18.   
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APRIL 2018 
S U N  M O N  T U E  W E D  T H U  F R I  S A T  

1      Easter 

6:35 am Sunrise Ser-
vice 

9 am Chapel Service 

11 am Worship 

(No Evening Worship 
Service) 

2   

Church    
Office 
Closed 

3 4 

8 am Morning 
Prayer 

5:30-6:30 pm 
Church Supper  

 5 

 

6 

 

 

7 

 

8   

  9 am Chapel Service 

11 am Worship  

  6 pm The Reminders 
Gospel Concert 

(No Evening Worship 
Service) 

  9 pm The God Code on 
History Channel 

  

9 

Noon Church 
Council Meeting  

 

 

10 

 

11 

8 am Morning 
Prayer 

Noon PPR Com-
mittee meeting 

5:30-6:30 pm 
Church Supper  

6:30 pm VBS 
Planning meeting 
 

12 

 

13 

 

14 

 

15   

  9 am Chapel Service 

11 am Worship 

6 pm Evening Worship 

 

16 

 

17 

Noon Lunch 
Bunch  

18 

8 am Morning 
Prayer 

5:30-6:30 pm 
Church Supper 

6:30 pm Ministry 
Teams meeting 

19   

 

20   

 

 

 

 

21  

 

22   

  9 am Chapel Service 

11 am Worship  

  6 pm Evening Wor-
ship 

 

 

23 

9 am Newsletter 
Deadline  

24 

 

25 

8 am Morning 
Prayer  

5:30-6:30 pm 
Church Supper 

6:30 pm Pastor 
Alan discusses his 
Holy Land Trip 

 

26 

 

27 
 

28 

 

29   5th Sunday 
10 am Worship 

11 am Brunch 

 (No Evening Worship 
Service)   

 

 

 

30   
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