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Inside this issue: 

 C. Alan Layman, Pastor 

Cleaning Closets  

 Recently, we have been cleaning closets at Grace.  We found a table we 

had forgotten, a piano we did not use, and some things we fondly remembered 

from when we packed them away 20 years ago.  Some things we discovered we 

did not need anymore, so we found them new homes.  Other things we discov-

ered had worn out their usefulness, and so we discarded them.  Some things we 

were reluctant to let go of, recognizing that our attachment was getting in the 

way of our usefulness. 

 In cleaning closets, we discovered that the things we gave away and the 

things we discarded, along with re-organizing what we held onto created space 

for us to grow.  Cleaning closets led us to discover space we did not know we 

had, or at least forgotten about. 

 Sometimes we must clean out our closets to make space for something 

new and to reclaim what is truly important. 

 As January gives way to February, and winter prepares to pass the baton 

to spring, it is time to “clean the closets” of our spiritual life.  Lent is the season 

of repentance, of reconnecting with God so that God assumes the rightful place 

as the most important thing in our lives. Interestingly, Lent begins this year on 

Valentine’s Day.  As Jesus noted, “Where your treasure is, there your heart will 

be, too.”  

 Is it possible that your life is cluttered right now with things that get in 

the way of your relationship with God?  Is it possible that you have accumulated 

stuff that occupies your energy and time, taking away from God?  Is it possible 

you just need to make a little space for God? 

 This Lent, I want to encourage you to make space in your life for “Holy 

Habits” that help renew and refresh your relationship with God.  Throughout 

the season, we will have a Sunday morning discussion and exploration of sever-

al proven spiritual disciplines.  Roger Owens’ little book, What We Need Is Here, 

will be our guide.  Hopefully, one or more of these See Pastor’s Letter, next page 



 

will encourage you during this season, and I hope you will avail yourself of the 

discussion time. 

 Now, if you are thinking that a new “Holy Habit” will just add more clutter to your life, then wel-

come to Lent.  Instead of chocolate or alcohol or taco salads, try giving up something to make space for 

Jesus.  De-clutter a bit, throw away something you don’t really need to do, making time in your life for 

more Jesus. 

 When we cleaned closets at Grace, we held onto what was most important and we made space for 

the new things God is giving us. Won’t you try this too? 
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Continued from previous page 

      Thank you  

Articles written by Pastor Alan Layman have a cross next to the title. 

Dear Grace UMC Family,  

 Thank you for thinking of me at this Christ-

mas Season.  I really appreciate it. 

 You all are an important part of my life.  I 

love working and doing for Grace Church and hope 

you all have a Happy, Healthy New Year.   

    Love,  

    Dottie 

Dear Grace Family,  

 We are so grateful 

for your kindness and gen-

erosity, especially as extend-

ed to us during the Christ-

mas season.  We greatly appreciate the Christmas 

Love Gift; it was very generous of you.   

 It is both an honor and a pleasure to live and 

serve among you.  We give thanks to God for hav-

ing brought us here to what feels like “home” to us.  

May you be blessed in 2018. 

   Julie and Alan 

  ______________ 

 

Dear Grace Church,  

 Thank you so much for my Christmas gifts.  

I love my job and all of my Grace Family.  God has 

truly blessed me. 

 Thanks again.  

   Love,  

   Robin 

 

In case of snow! 

 In the event of inclem-

ent weather during the win-

ter months, cancellations 

will be announced on WESR, 

Facebook, via email and by 

members calling members.   

 If you prefer a phone call, please call 

the Church Office (665-4783) and give the 

phone number you would like to have 

called. 
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Thursday, March 29   7pm, Holy (Maundy) Thursday service   

Friday, March 30   7 pm, Good Friday service, 

Sunday, April 1   Easter Sunday:  Sunrise Service at 7 am;  Chapel 

    service at 9 am;  Sanctuary Worship Service at 11 

    am;  No Questions service 

Saturday, June 2  Parksley Community Yard Sale; Grace Yard Sale 

Mark Your Calendar with These Important Dates 

Jesus is Enough 

  For those searching 

for an authentic faith, God 

has already given us all we 

need to live and flourish – in 

Jesus. Jesus’ followers are 

called to basic Christian 

practices that build and sus-

tain their relationship with 

God.  

 What We Need is Here, a book by Roger Ow-

ens, will be the resource for our Lenten Study this 

year. Owens explores 7 fundamentals of Christian 

spirituality: reading the Gospels, praying the 

Psalms, befriending silence, finding Jesus in church, 

meeting Jesus through Holy Communion, embody-

ing our spirituality, and being with the poor. His 

book is a thoughtful, engaging treatment of practic-

es essential to growth as a disciple of Jesus Christ. 

 We will cover about 15 pages a week. Cost 

of the book is $10, order yours and sign up for the 

7-week discussion on the kiosks. See Pastor Alan 

for cost-alternative options. Discussions 

begin Sunday, February 11, meeting from 10-10:45 

am.  I look forward to discovering Jesus with you. 

Ash Wednesday & Lent 

 Ash Wednesday is on 

February 14 this year.  It 

marks the beginning of the 

season of Lent, the 40 days 

that precede Easter.   

 During Lent we re-

flect on our lives, our sins 

and our stumbles.  It is a time for nurturing the re-

lationship we have with God and work to strength-

en that relationship. It is also a time of looking for-

ward to the renewal of our lives while recognizing 

that physical life will end.   

 Pastor Alan will be available in the Grace 

sanctuary from 7 to 8 am and from noon until 1 

pm, on Wednesday, February 14, to place a cross of 

ashes on the forehead of those who wish.  The 

weekly Prayer Service will take place in the Chapel 

at the usual 8 am time, and ashes will be given 

then, too.  The use of ashes as an outward sign of 

mortality and repentance has a long history in Jew-

ish and Christian worship. Historically, ashes signi-

fied purification and sorrow for sins.   

   



 

 As of January 26, Grace has received the following memorial gifts: 

   In Memory of Margaret Parks 

        Lin and Larry Fair 

        Connie Taylor 
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 February Wednesday Night Suppers*  
 

Wednesday, February 7 Chicken Pot Pie, Rolls, Chocolate Brownies  

Wednesday, February 14 Hamburger Steak, Gravy, Mashed Potatoes, Succotash, Rolls, Chocolate Cake 

Wednesday, February 21  Oven Fried Chicken, Gravy, Mac-N-Cheese, Green Beans,  Apple Cobbler  

Wednesday, February 28 Pot Roast, Potatoes, Carrots, Onions, Peas, Rolls, Vanilla Pudding 
 

Supper is served from 5:30 pm until 7 pm.  

Suppers are $8 for adults, $4 for children ages 6-12, under age 6 are free.  Families who live under 

the same roof can enjoy the meal for a maximum charge of $25.   

*While not anticipated, menus may change due to unforeseen circumstances 

February ,  20 1 8  

                             New Members to be Honored  

 Grace members who joined the 

church during 2017 will be honored as 

special guests at the Wednesday Night 

Supper on February 7.  Your meal and 

that of your family, will be free of charge!   

 New members in 2017 were:   

  Julie Layman 

  Becky Chew 

  Rebecca Hudson 

  Theresa Lattimore 

 Mallards and Pastor Alan have worked to-

gether for a refreshed and revised menu.  

Hours of serving have been expanded 

and food will be served from 5:30 pm 

until 7:00 pm.  The new and longer 

hours of serving should allow families 

with children in after school activities an 

opportunity to be a part of this im-

portant time of fellowship.   

 The congregation is encouraged 

to make a special effort to welcome our 

newest members on this night of celebration!  

Memorial gifts 



 

Dining with Friends 
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Memorial Tree to be planted 

 Each year, a white 

crepe myrtle is planted in 

memory of Grace mem-

bers who passed away 

during the previous year.  

The graceful trees bloom  

white blooms during the 

summer months.   

 The tree which 

will be planted this spring will be in memory of: 

 Frances Marie Greene  

 Harold William Deuter II 

 Helena Taylor Killian 

 Roberta Rowe Mapp 

 Robert Parsons Northam 

 Jacqueline Webber Harmon 

 Dale Parker Ray 

 

 Dining with Friends 

will be held at 6 pm, on Fri-

day, February 9, in LeeMont 

Hall.  It will be hosted by Ter-

ry Taylor, Martha Simpson 

and Connie Taylor.    The 

menu will be chili and baked 

potatoes.  Those attending are asked to bring a sal-

ad, bread or dessert if possible.     

   This is a fun evening of casual fellowship!  If 

you would like to host the group, please call Mar-

tha Simpson, 665-5840. 

  Even if you can’t host, the important thing is 

to be a part of the evening!   Join us! 

 The Parksley 

Community Yard Sale  

and Grace Yard Sale 

will take place on 

Saturday, June 2.  As 

you clean out your 

closets and storage spaces during the winter and 

spring months, don’t forget to save your unwanted 

items for the sale!  We have room and  are collect-

ing items at Grace.   If you need help, we can ar-

range to pick up any items you donate.   

Grace Lunch Bunch 

Yard Sale is coming 

 Grace Lunch Bunch 

will meet at Blarney Stone in 

Onancock at noon, on Tuesday, 

February 20.   The Blarney 

Stone has delicious sandwich-

es, hot entrees and other selec-

tions.   The atmosphere is like that of an Irish Pub.   

 Please let Martha Simpson (665-5840) know 

if you will attend so she can make the arrangements 

for seating.  Meet at Grace at 11:30 am  if you 

would like a ride to Onancock.   

 The group travelled to Pocomoke to Mal-

lard’s on the River on January 16.   Connie Taylor, 

Shirley Johnson, Ann Miles, Martha Simpson, Anne 

Godwin, Faye Foster and Jodie Greene enjoyed a 

day of fellowship and food.   



 

 Pictures for a new 

church directory will be taken 

on Monday, February 12, and 

Tuesday, February 13.   It has 

been four years since the last 

directory was published and 

Grace has added many new 

members and a new pastor 

since that time.  Each participating family will re-

ceive a free 8x10 copy of their picture and a hard-

copy of the directory.  The new directory will in-

clude the roster of names and addresses.  We will 

no longer have the separate roster as we have for 

the past several years.  The directory will also be 

available online. 

 A pictorial directory is an invaluable tool for  

pastors and members.  Please call the church office 

to reserve a time for your pictures, 665-4783.  If 

you are unavailable on the  above dates, please call 

the church office and let us know.  There are op-

New Directory  

 - The Eastern Shore District held its annual 

District Conference on Sunday, January 14, at Grace 

UMC in Parksley.  The Conference had been delayed 

a week and relocated from Nandua High School due 

to a snowstorm creating travel issues.   

 Approximately 100 people attended the 

event at Grace. District Superintendent Alex Joyner 

delivered the message and District Officers were 

elected.   

 - Bishop Lewis will hold a 

second Chat and Chew for the 

Tidewater Region, on Saturday, 

February 17,  from 8:15 am-1:30 

pm, at Ebenezer UMC, in Suffolk.  

Eastern Shore District clergy and 

laity will participate.  Transportation will be provid-

ed.  Guided by God’s Spirit, Bishop Lewis has dis-

cerned that the emphasis for the Chat and Chew 

2.0 will focus on the work of The Commission 

on the Way Forward regarding unity and human 

sexuality, allowing lay and clergy voices across 

the conference to engage directly in this conver-

sation. Registration is now open at east-

ernshoredistrictumc.org/chat-and-chew-

20.html or call the District Office at 665-6295. 

 - The Eastern Shore Clergy Day Retreat 

will be held on Monday, February 19, from 9 am 

until 3 pm, at Onley Town Center.     

 - Eastern Shore Spring Training for local 

churches will be held on Saturday, March 17 from 

8:30 am until 2:30 pm at Nandua Middle School in 

Onley.  Go to easternshoredistrict@vaumc.org for 

more information and registration. 

Worship Service greeters 

 We need Greeters for 

the Chapel services in Feb-

ruary and for months 

ahead.  

 The Greeter for 11 am 

Worship Services in February is 

Connie Taylor.  

  Greeters answer questions, pass out bulle-

tins and make sure that everyone feels welcome.  

Sign up sheets are in the Narthex and Education 

Building! 

Eastern Shore District News 
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Children’s Coloring Page 
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Sincere thanks 

 Each month, we celebrate special days in the lives of our 

church family including birthdays, anniversaries and graduations.  If 

you have an event or achievement you would like to share, please let 

us know!   If we overlook a special occasion for you or someone you know, please call the church office so 

we may announce it in the next issue of the newsletter. 
 

 Birthdays 

Matthew Tyler, Rodney Taylor, Carroll Young, Susan Langritt, David Baron, Greg Taylor, Sr. , Garnett 

Kellam, Douglas Belote, Caroline Jamey, Erich Heintzelman, Madison Johnson, Eric Hart, Betty Wallace, 

Pam Komaridis, Bonnie Jamison, Ned Drummond, Rob Bloxom, Lucy Walton, Madison Powell, Donna 

Nelson, Sandra Fitchett, Tim Parks, Gary Reese, Bill Galloway, Stephanie Taylor, Paula Belote, Marie Mar-

shall, Nancy Eskridge, Jane Cook, Lee Ridens 

Anniversaries 

Andrew and Stephanie Carlton     Bill and Janet Williams     Adair and Jennifer Tyler 

February Milestones 

 On January 13, Virgin-

ia’s new Governor, Eastern 

Shoreman Ralph Northam, 

was sworn into office by Grace 

member and long time North-

am family friend, retired Cir-

cuit Court Judge Glen Tyler.  

Judge Tyler was asked by the 

Governor elect to deliver the oath of office, an hon-

or usually reserved for the Chief Justice of the Su-

preme Court of Virginia.   Judge Tyler also delivered 

the oath of office to then Lieutenant Governor-elect 

four years ago.   Judge Tyler and Myree Tyler were 

seated on the front row of the inaugural ceremony 

in a crowd that included many former governors 

and their wives, the members of the State Supreme 

Court and other dignitaries.   

 Also attending the inauguration were Grace 

members State Senator Lyn Lewis; State Delegate 

Rob Bloxom, Lou and Blair Bloxom;  John T. Wil-

liams;  Adair and Jennifer Tyler with children Car-

olin, Matthew, Virginia and Charlotte; Alan and 

Kim Tyler Oshirak and their daughter Katherine.  

Their son, Alexander, marched in the Inaugural pa-

rade as part of the Virginia Military Institute Corps 

of Cadets where he is a sophomore.   
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 My thanks to the Grace 

United Methodist Church family for 

the calls, cards, prayers, food, flowers 

and visits at the time of Dale’s death.  

It all means so much.  Thank you. 

   Evelyn Ray   

Grace members in Richmond for Inauguration 



 

 Deepest sympathy is extended to the family of Joan Buzzy Amory, 81, who passed away on De-

cember 26, at her home in Williamsburg, Virginia.  Born in Norfolk on January 24, 1936, she was the 

daughter of the late George Lonza Buzzy and Virginia Gibbs Buzzy. She was the wife of the late Robert 

Jefferson Amory III, and is survived by six children and 10 grandchildren, 11 great-grandchildren and 4 

great-great-grandchildren.  She is also survived by a sister, Anne B. Webb, of Accomac.  Joan was the aunt 

of Grace member Lisa W. Lewis.   

————————————— 

 Deepest sympathy is extended to the family of  Unis “Jack” Scott Rinaca Jr., 92, who passed 

away on December 28, at home in Shenandoah, Virginia.  He was born in Shenandoah on November 13, 

1925, to the late Unis Scott, Sr. and Anna Frazier Coleman Rinaca.  Jack was the father of Grace member 

Robin Rinaca and grandfather of Grace members Danielle Covatta (Riva) and Anna Covatta.  He was the 

husband of  Billie Ann Burns Rinaca and is survived by two additional children, a son and a daughter.   Jack 

served in the United States Navy during WWII and received a Purple Heat after being wounded in action.  

He was a graduate of the University of Virginia with a Bachelor in Chemical Engineering. He worked at 

Merck & Co., Inc. until his retirement in 1986.   He was an active and involved community leader 

through out the Shenandoah Valley. 

————————————— 

 Deepest sympathy is expressed to the family of  Grace member Margaret Ann Morris Parks, 

95, who passed away at her home on January 18.  Born June 30, 1922, in Woodland, Delaware, she was 

the daughter of the late Harry C. Morris and Myrtle A. Parsons Morris.  She was the wife of the late 

Upshur Warren Parks, Sr., and a resident of Parksley.  Margaret graduated from Seaford High School, and 

worked as a switchboard operator for the telephone company until she met her husband, Warren.  They 

married and she moved to Virginia, working by Warren’s side for over forty years establishing their busi-

ness, Parks Motor Company, and serving as the Secretary/Treasurer. 

 She was an active member of  Grace for over 60 years and was a faithful member of the Friendship 

Builders Sunday School Class.  Survivors include two sons, Upshur Warren Parks, Jr. and wife Donna, of 

Justisville, and Jeffrey Arnold Parks and wife Betsy, of Atlanta, Georgia; five grandchildren, Upshur War-

ren Parks III and wife Kristin, Maegan Leigh Smith and husband Pete, Jeffrey A. Parks, Jr., Thomas Lee 

Parks, and Sarah Elizabeth Parks; four great-grandchildren, Brantley Parks Smith, Aston Warren Parks, 

Braeden Garrett Smith, and Brookelynn Leila Smith; two sisters, Eleanor M. Jamison of Seaford, Dela-

ware, and Kathleen M. Abbott and husband Howard, of Georgetown, Delaware; one niece; and two neph-

ews.  In addition to her husband and parents, she was predeceased by a grandson, Dennis Sewell Parks; 

and a brother, John Morris. 
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mer.  This was a challenge made 

to Eastern Shore churches by the 

camp director at our recent Dis-

trict Conference.  It was a great 

idea! 

 The  Grace Thrift Shop is a 

short and sweet project.  We will 

need some extra hands on the day 

of the sale so if you’re looking for 

a way to spend a morning, join us 

on Saturday, February 3!   We’re 

not selling food or drinks—just 

items for sale. Most importantly:  

Tell your friends about it! 

 February 14 begins the 

season of Lent.  Pastor Alan sug-

gested we give up something that 

is essentially “time clutter”.  

Seems like I’m always underwater 

for extra time so that sounds 

pretty good to me.  Just need to 

 Jodie Greene and I were 

moving things around in one of the 

storage rooms off of LeeMont Hall 

and as we worked we kept coming 

up with winter clothes, shoes, 

blankets and other things that 

would be useful for people now 

(while the weather is cold)  not in 

June when we have the Yard Sale.  

We talked about the idea of a small 

scale event to offer some of these 

items for sale.  After running it by 

a few folks, a date was decided and 

Grace Thrift Shop was born! 

 Because it is not as large as 

the Yard Sale, it will be easier to 

set up.  We’ll price the items to 

move quickly and the proceeds 

will be used towards sending a 

child in the community to Camp 

Occohannock for a week this sum-

figure out what can go! 

 We’ve had several snowy 

days in January and will probably 

have more in the next few weeks.  

Remember to check on your 

neighbors and try to stay connect-

ed to Grace even when it becomes 

difficult to get out.  Spring will be 

here before we know it!  These 

gloomy days will make us appreci-

ate it even more. 

 PLEASE have your pictures 

taken for the new directory.  These 

books are part of our history. Make 

sure you’re represented! 

 We’re in a new year!  Take 

advantage of starting over!  Get 

involved; get going; get busy!  

 There’s always something going 

on at Grace!  

From the Editor 
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News Briefs and Notes 

Lisa W. Lewis  

• Church Council will meet at 7 pm, Monday, 

February 12.  Due to Directory Pictures being 

taken in the Upper Room, the location of the 

meeting will be in the Jr. Youth Room. 

• As of January 21 average attendance for worship  

for the year is 94;  collections year to date are 

$8,083.00 and the amount which has been given 

to mission, nurture and outreach is $400.   

• PLEASE NOTE the early deadline for the March 

issue of Notes from Grace is 9 am, Monday, Febru-

ary 19. 

• Discount Cards for local merchants are still 

available ($20) and are good through 2018.   To 

date, $4,100 has been raised!  Proceeds from 

the sale of cards benefit the Coalition Against 

Domestic Violence.  Cards give the holder dis-

counts at local businesses listed on the card.  

Terry Taylor, 665-6266, has them for sale; you 

can also get them from the Church Office.   

Grace Thrift Shop 

Saturday, February 3  -   9 am until noon 

LeeMont Hall  

Cold weather clothes (sweaters, sweat 

shirts, coats, gloves, etc.), shoes,  blankets, 

afghans, formal dresses, housewares, books 

Bargains!  Bargains!  Bargains! 
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FEBRUARY 2018 
 

 
M O N  T U E  W E D  T H U  F R I  S A T  

 

 

  31 

7 pm Team Meet-
ings 

 

 1 

 

2 

 

 

3 

9 am-noon 
Grace Thrift 
Shop 

4   

  9 am Chapel Service 

11 am Worship  

  6 pm Evening Wor-
ship 

  

  

5 

 

 

6 

 

7 

8 am Morning 
Prayer 

5:30-7 pm Church 
Supper  

 
 

8 

 

9 

6 pm Dining with 
Friends—
LeeMont Hall  

 

10 

 

11   

  9 am Chapel Service 

10 am Bible Study 

11 am Worship    

  6 pm Evening Wor-
ship 

 

12 

1:30-7:30 pm 
Directory Pic-
tures Upper 
Room 

7 pm Church 
Council Meeting 
in Jr. Youth 
Room 

13 

1:30-7:30 pm 
Directory Pictures 
Upper Room 

14    Ash 
Wednesday 

7-8 am Ashes in 
Sanctuary  

8 am Morning 
Prayer 

Noon-1 pm Ashes 
in Sanctuary 

5:30-7 pm Church 
Supper 

15   

 

16   

 

 

 

 

17 

 

18   

  9 am Chapel Service 

10 am Bible Study 

11 am Worship  

  6 pm Evening Wor-
ship 

 

 

19 

9 am Newsletter 
Deadline  

20 

Noon Lunch 
Bunch at Blarney 
Stone in Onan-
cock 

21 

8 am Morning 
Prayer  

5:30-7 pm Church 
Supper 

 

22 

 

23 
 

24 

 

25    
  9 am Chapel Service 

10 am Bible Study 

11 am Worship  

  6 pm Evening Wor-
ship   
 

 

 

 

26   
 
 
 
 
 
 
———————  
 

 27 
 
 
 
 
 
 
—————— 

 

28 

8 am Morning 
Prayer  

5:30-7 pm Church 
Supper 

 

   

Grace Thrift Shop Preparation in 
LeeMont Hall  
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